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Sean M. Wilkoff                   Updated: July 2025 
 

Contact 
Ansari Business Building          E-mail: swilkoff@unr.edu       
1664 North Virginia Street            Link 1: Personal Website 
University of Nevada, Reno/0028                     Link 2: UNR Website           
Reno, Nevada 89557                        Link 3: SSRN Author Page  
Phone: +1-775-682-7235          Link 4: Google Scholar Page 

Academic Experience 
University of Nevada, Reno Assistant Professor, Finance                                 2020 – Present 

MSRB  Visiting Scholar     2024 – 2025 

Penn State University Visiting Assistant Professor, Real Estate   2019 – 2020 

Industry Experience 
Cornerstone Research Associate                    2015 – 2019 

U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission Financial Economist                    2012 – 2015 

Education 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, Ph.D. in Finance and Real Estate                                    Berkeley, CA  
 Honors: Federal Reserve Board of Governors Dissertation internship, 2011                               May 2012 
   White Research Fellowship 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, M.S. Business Administration in Finance              Berkeley, CA  
         May 2008  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, B.A. Mathematics, Economics, and Statistics,                        Berkeley, CA  
 Honors: Departmental Honors in Economics                         May 2005 

UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE, Adelaide, Australia, (UC Berkeley Education Abroad Program), 2004-2005 
 

Peer Reviewed Publications 
1. Chen, Y., Wilkoff, S., & Yoshida, J. (2024). Amazon is coming to town: Sequential information revelation in the 

housing market. Real Estate Economics, 52, 277–323. https://doi.org/10.1111/1540-6229.12457 - Lead Article. 
2. Wilkoff, S., Yildiz, S. (2023). The Behavior and Determinants of Illiquidity in the Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs) 

Market. Global Finance Journal 55.  
3. Shen, L., Wilkoff, S. (2022). Cleanliness is Next to Income: The Impact of COVID-19 on Short-Term Rentals. 

Journal of Regional Science 62(3), 799-829.  
 

Working Papers 
1. How Do Retiree Health Benefit Promises Affect Municipal Financing? 

• Coauthors: Sebastien Betermier and Sara Holland [Download] 
• Presented at W&L University, UNLV, Penn State, University of Oklahoma, UNR, International FMA-Dubai, 

ASHE Econ, Municipal Finance Conference, Portuguese Financial Network Conference 
2. Anatomy of a Shortfall: Municipal Bond Yields and Public Pension Shortfalls during the Covid-19 Crisis 

• Coauthors: David Balass, Sebastien Betermier, and Sara Holland [Download] 
• Presented at FMA 2025†*  

3. Up in Smoke: The Impact of Wildfire Pollution on Healthcare Municipal Finance 
• Coauthors: Luis A. Lopez, Dermot Murphy, and Nitzan Tzur-Ilan [Download] 

mailto:swilkoff@unr.edu
https://sites.google.com/view/seanwilkoff/home
https://www.unr.edu/business/about/faculty-and-staff/wilkoff-sean
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=4505552
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=6wbPzUsAAAAJ&hl=en&authuser=1&oi=ao
https://doi.org/10.1111/1540-6229.12457
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4602990
https://globalriskinstitute.org/publication/anatomy-of-a-shortfall-municipal-bond-yields-and-public-pension-shortfalls-during-the-covid-19-crisis/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5101773
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• Presented at Chapman University, University of Memphis, 2025 Summer Real Estate Research Symposium, 
2025 Northern Finance Association†, 2025 Municipal Finance Conference†*, FIRS 2025*, Chicago Fed*, 
Baruch/JFQA Climate Finance and Sustainability Conference*, Homer Hoyt Conference*, AREUEA National 
Conference*, FMA 2025†* 

4. Corporate Real Estate Values and Bond Yield Spreads 
• Coauthors: Yifei Li and Anni Wang [Download] 
• Presented at University of North Carolina Wilmington, St. John Fisher University, Grand Valley State 

University, Providence College, 2024 International AREUEA, 2024 Southwestern Finance Association 
annual meeting, 2024 Conference of Contemporary Topics on Financial Markets, FSU, 2024 ARES, Penn 
State, UNR 

5. The Effect of Celebrity Endorsements on Crypto 
• Coauthors: Josh White [Download] 
• Presented at 2023 Cryptocurrency Research Conference, 2023 Financial Management Association Annual 

Meeting, Vanderbilt 
6. The Role of Media in Speculative Markets: Evidence from NFTs 

• Coauthors: Joshua White and Serhat Yildiz [Download] 
• Presented at Economics of Financial Technology Conference, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, 

2023 ASSA Annual Meeting, 6th Shanghai-Edinburgh Fintech Conference, 5th UWA Blockchain and 
Cryptocurrency Conference, 8th International Corporate Governance Society Annual Conference, 2023 
Eastern Finance Association Annual Meeting†, 2022 New Zealand Finance Meeting, 30th Pacific Basin 
Finance Economics Accounting & Management Conference, 15th Academy of Behavioral Finance & 
Economics Annual Meeting, 2022 Financial Management Association Annual Meeting, UNR 

7. Holding the Bag: Depositor Reactions to a Crypto Shadow Bank Collapse 
• Coauthors: Ian Appel, Jillian Grennan, and Joshua White 

8. From Handshakes to Algorithms: Implications of Newer Technology on Real Estate Transactions 
• Coauthors: Pratish Patel [Download] 
• Presented at 2024 ARES Fall Research Symposium, 2024 ODU Real Estate Research Symposium, Penn 

State, 2024 International AREUEA, 2024 ARES, UNR, 2025 Cryptocurrency Research Conference†* 
9. The Effect of Insurance on Municipal Bond Markets  

• Sole Author [Download] 
• Presented at UNR, 2013 AREUEA International Conference, 2013 Municipal Finance Conference, CBO, 

SEC, Federal Reserve, UC Berkeley 
10. The Effect of Insurance on Liquidity 

• Sole Author 
11. A Municipal Bond Market Index Based on A Repeat Sales Technology 

• Sole Author 

Conference Presentations  
• 2025: Summer Real Estate Research Symposium (Presenter), Northern Finance Association (Presenter) †, 

Municipal Finance Conference†*, FIRS*, Chicago Fed, Baruch/JFQA Climate Finance and 
Sustainability Conference*, Homer Hoyt Conference*, National AREUEA Conference*, 
Cryptocurrency Research Conference†*, FMA†* 

• 2024: ARES Fall Research Symposium (Presenter), ODU Real Estate Research Symposium (Presenter and 
Discussant), Financial Management Association Annual Meeting (Presenter), AREUEA International 
Conference (Presenter and Discussant), Virtual Municipal Finance Workshop*, American Real Estate Society 
Annual Meetings (Presenter and Discussant) 

• 2023: ASSA Annual Meeting*, Cryptocurrency Research Conference (Presenter), Portuguese Financial 
Network Conference (Presenter), Economics of Financial Technology Conference (Presenter), Municipal 
Finance Conference*, ASHEcon*, Financial Management Association Annual Meeting (Presenter and 
Discussant) 

• 2022: New Zealand Finance Meeting (Presenter and Discussant), 6th Shanghai-Edinburgh Fintech 
Conference (Presenter and Discussant), ICGS Conference (Presenter), 5th UWA Blockchain and 
Cryptocurrency Conference (Presenter and Discussant), Financial Management Association Annual Meetings 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4919770
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4380845
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4074154
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4936767
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=be43601f537e65a58aa0161583fb88ff56aeb887
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(Presenter and Discussant), 30th Annual PBFEAM Conference (Presenter and Discussant), 15th ABF&E 
Annual Meeting (Presenter), AREUEA International Conference (Presenter and Discussant) 

• 2021: AREUEA International Conference (Presenter and Discussant), Financial Management Association 
Annual Meetings (Presenter and Discussant), American Real Estate and Urban Economics Virtual Conference 
(Presenter), American Real Estate and Urban Economics Annual Meeting (co-author presented)  

• 2013: AREUEA International Conference (Presenter and Discussant), Municipal Finance Conference 
(Presenter) 
† Scheduled * Conference presentation by co-author 

Seminar Presentations  
• 2024: University of Memphis, Penn State, University of Nevada, Reno, Florida State University 

• 2023: U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Penn State University, University of Nevada, Reno, 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

• 2022: Toyo University  

• 2021: Penn State 

• 2019: Washington State University, University of Nevada, Reno, Penn State Smeal College of Business, 
Florida State University Closing Bell Series Invited Speaker 

• 2012: U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Federal Reserve Board of Governors, Congressional 
Budget Office, Federal Reserve Board of Governors   
† Scheduled  

   

Teaching Experience 
University of Nevada Reno 

Real Estate Finance (PH.D.)                              2023, 2025 

Investments (Undergraduate)                        2020, 2021, 2024 
Real Estate Investment (Undergraduate)             2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 
Real Estate Investments (Masters in Finance)        2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 

Real Estate Investment (MBA)          2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 

 

Pennsylvania State University (Visiting Faculty) 

Contemporary Issues in Real Estate (M.S and Undergraduate)                  2019, 2020 

 

Internal Service 
University of Nevada Reno 
Mandela Washington Fellows         Mentor              2021, 2022, 2024 

Seminar Series Organizer Organizer    2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 

Academic Dishonesty Committee Member                  2023, 2024 

Graduate Thesis Advisor Member            2023, 2024 

Cornerstone Research 
Finance Recruiting Committee  Member            2016-2018 
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U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission 
DERA Recruiting Committee  Member            2013-2014 

DERA Database Committee Member                        2013-2014 

DERA Social Committee Chair                         2013-2015 

FSB Financial Innovation Network Representative                            2014 

External Service 
Ad Hoc Referee 
Journal of Economics and Development, Journal of Business Finance and Accounting, Real Estate Economics, Journal of 
Regional Science, Journal of Empirical Finance, Journal of Economic Studies, Public Budgeting and Finance, Financial 
Innovation, Information, Communication, and Society, Cogent Economics and Finance, Electronic Commerce Research 

Board Member 
Municipal Advisory Transparency Group               2020 

Conferences 
AREUEA International Spain (Scientific Committee)                                                                                                   2025 

ARES Conference (Session Chair)                  2024 

AREUEA International Japan (Reviewer & Session Chair)           2022 

European FMA (Reviewer)          2021, 2023, 2024, 2025 

FMA Annual Meeting (Session Chair)                                                                                                                    2017, 2020 

Honors, Grants and Awards 
Real Estate Research Institute (RERI) Research Grant             2025 

Excellence in Teaching Award for PH.D Finance Program           2024 

Excellence in Teaching Award for MS Finance Program            2023 

Frank D. Arnold Award                  2023, 2024 

Faculty Travel Grant                  2023, 2024 

National Pension Hub Research Award              2021 

SEC Law and Policy Award to Asset-Backed Securities Regulatory Reform Team             2015 

Federal Reserve Board of Governors Dissertation Internship          Summer 2011 

Fisher Center Grant                 2011 

White Research Fellowship                2010 

IBER Dissertation Research Award               2010 

Professional Memberships 
American Real Estate and Urban Economics, Financial Management Association, American Real Estate Society, 
Association of Securities and Exchange Commission Alumni, Northern Finance Association 

Policy Activity & Expertise 
SEC Rules Pertaining to: Related SEC Rule or Act: 

Municipal Advisor Registration Exchange Act Rule 15b 

Cost-benefit analysis Administrative Procedure Act 

RMBS risk retention & Qualified Residential Mortgage (QRM) Dodd-Frank Act Section 941 
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Industry Presentations 
NAIOP (Nevada Chapter) Quarterly Meeting, Cushman Wakefield (Nevada Chapter) Quarterly Meeting 

Media Citations 
The Economist, MSN, Rocket News, Nevada Today (Cleanliness), Nevada Independent, Nevada Today (Role of Media), 
Nevada Today (Celebrity Endorsements of ICO), Decrypt, The Coin Republic, Tron Republic, Vents Magazine, Nevada 
Today (Wildfire Smoke and Municipal Healthcare Bonds), PreventionWeb 

Media Interviews 
KOLOTV(ABC), Wallethub 2021, Storage Café 2021, Storage Café 2022, Wallethub 2022, Wallethub 2023, This Old 
House, KRNV(NBC), KRNV(NBC),Wallethub 2025, US News and World Report, CBS News, Wallethub 2025  

https://www.kolotv.com/2020/12/17/covid-19-impacting-short-term-housing-rentals/
https://wallethub.com/mortgage-calculator/#expert=sean-wilkoff
https://www.storagecafe.com/blog/la-nyc-stand-out-as-top-cities-for-renter-interest-3/
https://www.storagecafe.com/blog/us-renters-migrate-toward-feeder-cities-with-dallas-suburbs-biggest-renter-magnets/#SWilkoff
https://wallethub.com/personal-loans/home-improvement-loans#sean_wilkoff
https://wallethub.com/edu/cs/what-is-a-good-credit-score/24891#expert=Sean_Wilkoff
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/studies/average-down-payment-by-state
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/studies/average-down-payment-by-state
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmms.tveyes.com%2FPlaybackPortal.aspx%3FSavedEditID%3D81759518-4408-47aa-87ca-ea847e71fa70&data=05%7C02%7Cswilkoff%40unr.edu%7Cd1a84999f66c4c3287ad08dd423151e7%7C523b4bfc0ebd4c03b2b96f6a17fd31d8%7C0%7C0%7C638739501797168329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RUxPuTYSa8xuGFLm91OiQBd%2BjOsPJpFpbWUbUiSZ3XI%3D&reserved=0
https://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=3765&DateTime=2%2F10%2F2025+5%3A47%3A20+AM&u=1436581&e=true&t=False&aln=43221437
https://wallethub.com/edu/b/budget-categories/144143#expert=Sean_Wilkoff
https://money.usnews.com/loans/mortgages/articles/what-is-an-fha-streamline-refinance
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/borrowers-who-should-shouldnt-open-heloc/
https://wallethub.com/home-insurance#sean_wilkoff
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