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2009 Honor Court
(1) Andrea Pelter ’50 (business administration) played 
an integral part in bringing Honor Court to fruition in 
the early 1990s. 

(2) Jackie Leonard ’71 (speech/theater), 2009 Silver 
Benefactor inductee, and Marilyn Galli.

(3) Jean Tobman, a 2009 Gold Benefactor inductee, and 
her daughter, Marilyn, and son-in-law, John Moran.

(4) Joe Bradley ’78 (economics) chair, 2009 Foundation 
Board of Trustees and Silver Benefactor inductee.

atherings

Jenkins family creates 		
biology fellowship

Stephen Jenkins and his wife, Katherine, were inducted into Honor 
Court as Silver Benefactors at the 2009 Honor Court Ceremony. In 
2008, Jenkins, a professor of biology at Nevada since 1975, and Kather-
ine established a fellowship endowment to support a graduate student 
at the master’s or doctoral level studying animal behavior, ecology, 
evolution or conservation biology at the University.

Jenkins is a former National Merit Scholar at Dartmouth and 
received his Ph.D in biology from Harvard. His research focuses on 
the behavioral and population ecology of mammals, foraging, plant-
animal interactions and research design.

“Graduate students have a unique role at the University,” Jenkins 
says. “While pursuing their own educations, many also make critical 
contributions as teaching and research assistants to the success of our 
institution. Katherine and I established this endowment for graduate 
students in ecology to free them from teaching or research obliga-
tions for a semester so that they could spend full time writing their 

thesis or dissertation. We hope that graduate students who receive 
this fellowship will find it as valuable and productive as sabbaticals 
are for faculty.”

—Ken Kempcke

Stephen and Katherine Jenkins, 2009 Silver Benefactor inductees.

O
n P

hil
an

thr
op

y

3 4

1

2

Ph
oto

 by
 Th

ere
sa 

Da
nn

a-
Do

ug
las



N
eva

d
a

 Silv
er &

 Blue
 • Fall 2009

39

(5) 2009 Herz Gold Medalist Ashish Francis ’09 
(biochemistry) addresses Honor Court attendees.

(6) President Milton Glick hosted nearly 200 guests 
at the Honor Court celebration June 25. Throughout 
the afternoon program, those in attendance were 
acknowledged for their support and contributions to the University.

(7) Recipient of the 2009 Distinguished Faculty Award, Richard Davies, 
professor of history.

Look Online
For more photos of 
all of  our Gatherings 
visit: www.unr.edu/
silverandblue

USA Funds makes 
higher education 
a reality for scores 
of Nevada high 
school students 

The University of Nevada, Reno Founda-
tion honored USA Funds by engraving the 
corporation’s name in the pillars of Honor 
Court as recognition for its generous and 
long-standing support of the College of Edu-
cation’s Dean’s Future Scholars Program. 

Established in Indianapolis in 1960 to help 
families finance rising college costs, USA 
Funds is a nonprofit corporation that works to 
enhance postsecondary education prepared-
ness, access and success.

Dean’s Future Scholars is a University 
program that prepares and equips Nevada 
middle and high school students for postsec-
ondary education. The program encourages 
low-income, culturally diverse and first-
generation students from 25 middle and high 
schools in Nevada’s Washoe and Storey coun-
ties to attend college and become teachers.

Patricia Roe, special assistant to the presi-
dent at USA Funds, represented the organiza-
tion at the Honor Court Ceremony in June. 
“The students involved with the Dean’s Future 
Scholars program are demonstrating that 
first-generation students can and do succeed 
when the right support mechanisms are in 
place,” Roe says. “101 of the 113 high school 
graduates to date are involved in postsecond-
ary education and the first cohort group from 
Nevada will graduate with degrees beginning 
in December of 2009. The Dean’s Scholars 
program is making a difference in the lives of 

these students and USA Funds is pleased to be 
a part of this successful program.”

—Ken Kempcke

Patricia Roe, special assistant to the president at 
USA Funds, which was recognized as a Patron.
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