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moms with HIV de

ince Echezona Ezeanolue, assistant profes-

sor of pediatrics in Las Vegas, implemented
the Nevada Care Program to identify and treat
expectant mothers who are infected with HIV,
no infants in Las Vegas have been born with
the deadly virus.

“We can reduce the risk from 30 percent to
1 percent,” he says, of the program that began
operations in 2007. Ezeanolue, a Nigerian na-
tive known to his patients as “Dr. EeeZee,” says
that the first step is to identify mothers with
HIV, then treat them with antiretroviral drugs,
and follow up by monitoring the baby.

In Las Vegas, approximately 500 women of
childbearing age (15 to 44 years) are infected
with HIV, according to Ezeanolue. In 2005,
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ver healthy babies

By Melanie Robbins '06M.A. Photos by Dave Smith.

following a six-year
period when no Clark
County babies were

TOP: Echezona Ezeanolue in his Las Vegas office. INSET: Craig Nelson,
a third-year resident in Ezeanolue’s pediatric residency program, and
Jaswinder Singh, a physician observer from India, pose with their mentor.

infected perinatally
(during their time in
the womb, at birth,

or following birth via

breastfeeding), 20

HIV-infected moth- tion. Transmission of HIV via the mother is
ers gave birth. Of those, four babies became the most common route of HIV infection in
infected with HIV. children in the United States, and the source of

The virus has proven fatal in more than half ~ almost all cases of AIDS in children, according
to the CDC.

Therefore, Ezeanolue fought together
with local partners for a 2007 state bill that

requires providers to perform HIV testing on

of children who acquire it. Of the estimated
8,460 United States children infected with HIV
from their mothers since the epidemic began,
some 4,800 (57 percent) have died, according

to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-  pregnant women and newborns, with consent
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of the mother. The law went into effect in
October 2007.

“HIV is something that, thank God, we are
seeing less of in pediatrics because of inter-
vention programs,” he says. “But if you don’t
continue to do these programs, you can reverse
what you have achieved.

“While the number of cases in children has
decreased, the number of infected women has
actually gone up,” he notes. “In 1985, women
accounted for only about 7 percent of all cases
of HIV. Now women account for 26 percent.”

The Nevada Care Program provides an
integrated, comprehensive approach to combat
the three most common preventable perinatal
infections: HIV, hepatitis B and syphilis.

The program, directed by Ezeanolue, is a
partnership among the School of Medicine’s
departments of pediatrics and obstetrics and
gynecology, and University Medical Center’s
Wellness Center. It has received funding from
a $1 million Ryan White Title IT grant from
the state, as well as close to $400,000 from an
anonymous donor. [
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School of Medicine’s
students and
programs held in high
regard nationally

-|-he proofis in the pudding. Or, in the case of
medical residency programs, it’s in whether
your program can attract the top students in
the nation. The University of Nevada School
of Medicine’s surgery residency programs
this year matched their top choices in both
general surgery and plastic surgery from a
nationwide slate of applicants.

“That’s success,” according to William
Zamboni, 80 (premedical),’84M.D., chair of
the Las Vegas-based Department of Surgery.
“Out of more than 200 applicants, we ranked
No. 1 and matched that person.”

The National Resident Matching Program
is a private, not-for-profit corporation that
provides an impartial venue for matching ap-
plicants’ and programs’ preferences for each
other by reviewing their individualized rank
order lists. Each year, approximately 16,000
U.S. medical school students participate in
the residency match.

“That’s what it’s all about,” Zamboni says:
“Creating the best training programs—not
just mediocre programs—our programs are
considered some of the best in the country.
Success is having our own students matched
to the training programs of their choice.”

In addition to attracting top residents to
Nevada, the School of Medicine’s Class of

William Zamboni 80, ‘84M.D., chair of the
Department of Surgery, conducts an operation
to remove a growth from the back of Dr. Joseph
Millstein, a retired anesthesiologist from
California, with the help of Peter Letourneau,
chief plastic surgery resident. Mara Zulauf,

a third-year medical student from Las Vegas
observes. “I see people coming out very happy,”
Zulauf says. “The surgeries are awesome.”

2008 matched all 48 of its graduates in 29
different institutions across the Untied States,
with some matching with the most competi-
tive residency training programs, including
placements with University of California,
Davis Medical Center, UCLA Medical
Center, University of Southern California and
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in
Lebanon, N.H.

The Department of Surgery also has fellow-
ships—specialized training beyond residency
training—in surgical critical care as well as in
hand and microsurgery. The hand and micro-
surgery fellowship has been in existence for
10 years. “We have trained some of the best
people in the country,” Zamboni notes.

In addition, the department has launched
the world’s first-of-its-kind fellowship in acute
care surgery, under the direction of John
Fildes, professor and vice chair of the depart-
ment and director of the state’s only level-one
trauma center at University Medical Center in
Las Vegas.

Zamboni, who started the Division of Plas-
tic Surgery at the University of Nevada School
of Medicine in 1994, also initiated the state’s
first replantation and microvascular program
at University Medical Center, now the fourth-
busiest center in the country. He is known for
his pioneering work in treating limb reattach-
ment patients using hyperbaric oxygen.

—Melanie Robbins 06 M.A.



