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his bachelor’s in journalism with an emphasis in
public relations and a minor in marketing. Prior
to joining KPS|3, he worked as a media services
writing intern for the University’s athletic depart-
ment in 1999. In 2001, Scott became an intern in
the University Relations office where he developed
a keen sense for writing on a deadline and media
relations. This position led to a spot on the Wolf
Pack men’s basketball team’s stat crew, where he is
still active today.

University Service
Award

Ted Nigro

As a dear friend of
the University, Ted
Nigro has served on
the Foundation Board
of Trustees and been
an integral part of
establishing trusts to
support the schools of
medicine and nursing.
Ted served as managing
co-executor for the es-
tate of Frances E. Dant, wherein the residue of her
estate funded an endowment for the University’s
School of Medicine. He was final trustee of the Fred
& Anne Anderson Trust, wherein several endow-
ments were established for scholarships benefiting
medical and nursing students. Ted spent a number
of years on the University’s School of Medicine’s
Advisory Board and the University’s Foundation
Investment Committee.

Jan Brady 3
(nursing), '86MBA

Jan Brady was
awarded a Fleischmann
Scholarship in home
economics. She started
at the University of Ne-
vada in the fall of 1959.
She transferred to Orvis
School of Nursing in
1961 and graduated in
1963 with a bachelor’s
degree in nursing. Jan returned to the University in
1984 and earned her MBA in 1986. Jan has served
her alma mater as president for the Human and
Community Sciences Alumni Chapter, 1994-96;
trustee for the University of Nevada, Reno Founda-
tion, 2001-07; and emerita trustee for the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno Foundation, 2007-08. Jan
currently serves on the Foundation’s scholarship,
special events and Vintage Nevada committees.
Jan and Tom married in 1981 and they have three
daughters and four grandchildren.

Julie Ardito ‘39
(journalism)

Julie Ardito is public
relations director for the
Economic Development
Authority of Western
Nevada. Currently, she
oversees a national pub-
lic relations program to
increase the profile of
the region and to help
recruit skilled profes-
sionals to the area. She has been greatly involved in
the University of Nevada Alumni Council and As-
sociation, serving as president in 2006 and spend-
ing four years as vice president of membership and
marketing. Julie annually emcees the College of
Engineering dinner, as well as serves on the Donald
W. Reynolds School of Journalism Professional
Advisory Board. She is also a regular guest lecturer
at the J-School’s PR and Ethics classes and mentors
the Nevada interns at EDAWN.

Alumni Association
Service Award

Bill Chaffin 66
(political science)

Bill Chaftin was
instrumental in
the establishment
of the Sacramento
Alumni Chapter and
as president, his focus
was on fundraising to
benefit students. He was
a University of Nevada
Foundation Trustee and
member of the Alumni Council. During his days at
Nevada, Bill was a member of Sigma Nu Fraternity,
as well as ASUN president. As an ROTC graduate,
he served three years in the Army (Ist Infantry in
Vietnam) and was awarded the Purple Heart. He
has been an attorney in Sacramento for more than
30 years and co-authored three practice manu-
als: Premises Liability: Preparation and Trial of a
Difficult Case in California, Insurance Litigation
in California and Effective Discovery Procedures
in California.

Dr. James Conkey
‘83 (biology)

Dr. Jim Conkey
attended Nevada after
four years in the Navy.
Jim majored in biology
with an emphasis on
zoology and had many
great experiences
studying wildlife in
Little Valley and Owens

Valley in California. He feels strongly that his edu-
cation at the University prepared him for graduate
school, as he is now an optometrist in a group prac-
tice in Reno. Jim was nominated for the Alumni
Council by his high school principal, Carl Shaff’59
(elementary education),’64M.Ed. (education), who
has also been very active with the University over
the years. The experience of serving on the Alumni
Council has been extremely rewarding for Jim, and
has enabled him to focus on engaging students with
the association.

Kiara Wolf 92
(music), "97M.Ed.
(elementary education)
Having earned a
bachelor’s in music and
amaster’s in elementary
education at Nevada,
Kiara taught in Washoe
County for seven years
before family health 1
issues necessitated a A
move back to Las Vegas.
Back in the heat, Kiara taught for six years for the
Clark County School District. In 1999, Kiara, along
with Dawn Etcheverry Miller ’94 (music educa-
tion), took over the Alumni Band and built it into a
large, active chapter. In 2000, Kiara was elected to
the Alumni Council, where she served two terms.
Kiara married fellow University alumnus Kelly
Wolf’92 (music education). They have two daugh-
ters, Karina and Karissa.

Outstanding Chapter
of the Year

Fallon Alumni Chapter

Established in the early 1980s, the Fallon
Alumni Chapter had three goals: to celebrate their
common University of Nevada heritage, raise
money to fund scholarships for students attending
the University and promote the University to local,
Fallon area, parents and students. The Fallon Chap-
ter traditions include the Mystery Bus Ride, culmi-
nating in a dinner at the end of an unknown trail; a
“Step-N-Out” package, featuring a trip to Reno for
dinner and a show; and the Athletic Rooter Bus to
Wolf Pack men’s football, basketball and baseball
games and to women’s softball, basketball and
volleyball games. The Chapter takes most pride in
its scholarship program, which awards four $1,000
scholarships a year to qualifying students. To date,
nearly 100 have been awarded.
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