








Top Row: Luke Newman, Will Woolsey, Rebekah Woolsey, Russell Brown, Harold Newman,
Kristine Stacey, Roc Stacey. Bottom Row: Kayla Brown, Erin Newman, William Newman, Ryan
Brown, Emma Woolsey, Phyllis Newman, Nicole Debenham.
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How many University of Nevada, Reno alumni make
up your family tree? Let us know, and you could all be
featured in the next issue of Nevada Silver & Blue. For
details, visit www.unr.edu/alumni or call 888.NV ALUMS.
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Remembering Friends

Carl W. Backman, professor emeritus,
died Feb. 16, 2008 at age 84. Carl was born in
(Canandaigua, NY during a family fishing trip, and
was raised near Buffalo in Tonawanda, NY. He
dropped out of high school during the depression to
work in the family grocery store. At age 19, he was
awarded a scholarship to Oberlin College in Ohio,
which he attended for one year before enlisting in
the Army.

Carl was assigned to reconnaissance and
intelligence during World War I1, but poor eyesight
and illness plagued his tour of duty. His military
experience profoundly shaped his skepticism about
the value of war, believing that the majority of
people who die in conflict have little investment
in political ideologies. Following the war, Carl
met and married co-ed Shirley Bennett when
he returned to Oberlin. Carl abandoned plans to
become a Presbyterian minister, opting instead to
study crime, then friendship, and eventually social
psychology.

He completed graduate work in sociology at
Indiana University and taught for four years at
the University of Arkansas. In 1955, Carl began a
distinguished academic career at the University
of Nevada performing research and teaching for
five decades. Carl is credited with co-founding,
with professors Gerald Ginsherg and Paul Secord,
an interdisciplinary doctoral program in social
psychology in 1967. He wrote or co-authored six
books and numerous articles, and collaborated with
fellow scholar Paul Secord to write the text Social
Psychology, widely considered one of the landmark
works in the discipline.

Carl’s colleagues often described him as
egalitarian, and appreciated that his influence
“rubbed off” on his peers, students and family.
During his University tenure, Carl also served as
president of the Pacific Psychological Association,
which was instrumental in desegregating
northern Nevada casinos. He is remembered as
an unassuming gentleman who fought only for
peace and justice. Carl also served as a visiting
professor at UCLA, Oxford University, Nijmegen
University (Holland) and the University of

Melbourne (Australia). Backman served for two
years as program director for Sociology and Social
Psychology at the National Science Foundation

in Washington, DC. His allegiance remained at

the University where he served as department
chair of sociology and dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences. Even in retirement, he regularly led
graduate seminars in the interdisciplinary program.

Helen Louise Eustachy 50 (education) died
Jan. 12, 2008 at the age of 79. Louise was born in
Elko, Nev. and lived in Reno, Nev. until graduation

Frederick Martin Leon, co-captain of the 1949
Wolf Pack football team and a Collier’s Far West
selection, Richard Victor Tilton, a member of
the Wolf Pack football team from 1946-49, and E.
Alex “Al” Phillips, amember of the 1946 foothall
team, passed away this spring.

Leon, 82, passed away on March 20 in San
Diego. Leon played for the Wolf Pack from 1947-49,
appearing in two bowl games in 1947-48, playing
tackle on both offense and defense. He was co-
captain of the Pack’s 1949 squad, and
also a letter winner in boxing
as a heavyweight. Prior to his
time at Nevada, Leon
served in the Navy
during World War
II, and as a nose
gunner and flight
engineer flew in
39 patrols of at least
2,000 miles each and
participated in five
major battles. Drafted
by the Green Bay Packers,

Leon turned instead to a
careerasawell-respected senior
aeronautical design engineer with
Rohr Corp. in southern California.
Heis survived by his wife of 57 years,

from the University in 1950. She later married
George Eustachy in 1953 while living in San
Francisco. The family moved to Arcadia, Calif. in
1965 where Helen continued to pursue her true gift
and passion, teaching, for 20 more years.

Upon retirement, she and George moved to
San Clemente, Calif. where they enjoyed lots of
golf. Helen is survived by her adoring husband,
George Eustachy, children, Dinae Bowen, Larry
Eustachy, Marilyn Jasco, Nan Wysong, and eight
grandchildren. As a Godly and grateful woman she
will be greatly missed.

Lucy, three children and several grandchildren.
Tilton, 80, of Reno, passed away on March
12. Tilton, in addition to being a four-year letter
winner for the Wolf Pack, also served overseas
in the Army from 1950-52. Remembered as a
“Nevada character” by his family, he is survived
by two sons, daughter, and several grand- and

great-grandchildren.
Phillips, 86, of Tulsa, Okla., passed away on
April 17. He received his bachelor of arts degree
from Nevada before serving as a pilot in
the Navy during World War II. He
received eight air medals, two
distinguished flying crosses
and two silver stars. He
later formed San Juan
0il and Exploration Co.
in Tulsa, and was an avid
supporter of University of
Tulsa sports programs.
He received that
institution’s prestigious
Centennial Citation. Al
is survived by his wife
of 55 years, Nancy; five
sons and daughters and
numerous grand- and great-
grandchildren.
—John Trent '85/°87, '00M.A.




Charles Ernest Tam ‘50

Carl W. Backman

Charles Ernest Tam '50 (electrical engineering)
passed away Tuesday, Jan.15, 2008, at West Hills
Hospital in West Hills, Calif. at the age of 83. Charles
was born Jan. 4, 1925, in San Francisco to Ernest and
Dulcie Tam. He was raised in San Francisco where
he graduated from St. Ignatius High School in 1943.

Following high school he entered the U.S. Navy
for the duration of World War II. Upon his return
from his duties in the Navy he completed his degree
at the University of Nevada, Reno. On Jan. 27,1951,
Chuck married Geri Clays after meeting at a Wolf
Pack football game in 1949. They lived in several
places including San Francisco, Sacramento and
Walnut Creek. They moved to Bellevue, Wash. in
1969 and in 1973 they settled in West Hills, Calif.
The two were married for 56 years.

In his leisure time Chuck enjoyed salmon fishing,
traveling first class, poker night, football, a well
prepared meal and spending time with his family
and Labrador Retriever, Georgie Girl. His family
remembers him as a loving hushand, father and
grandfather, who possessed a wonderful sense of
humor, great attention to detail, and as a man who
made friends wherever he went. Chuck is survived
by his loving wife, Geri, children, Katie Devine
(Larry Devine), Lisa (Dennis) Mitchell and Steve Tam
(Borianna). He was preceded in death by his sons,
Christopher in 1988 and Michael in 2001.

John J. Quintana '56 (civil engineering)
passed away on March 4, 2008 at his home in
Agate Bay, Calif. John resided in Agate Bay,

starting a construction company, Quintana
Construction in 1962. In 1990 he became a
rancher. He ran two ranches, one in Loma Rica,
Calif., and his summer ranch in Sierra Valley, Calif.
John served in the U.S. Navy during World War Il
and the Korean War.

Johnis survived by his wife of 52 years, Corrine,
son, Gary, daughter, Carol W. Johnson, brothers,
Frank and Ed, grandsons, Shaun and Randy;
grand-daughter, Jessica Miller (Paul Miller), great-
grandchildren, Tyler Williams, Garret Williams, Ellie
Williams and Dare Miller.

Doug Fletcher ‘69 (economics), 72MBA died
April 11, 2008. Born in Rockford, Ill. to Dorothy and
Fred Fletcher, the family returned to Reno, and
Doug completed his high school education at Reno
High School in 1961. Doug’s family roots dated back
to Virginia City (circa 1860). Doug pursued higher
education and after graduating from the University
in 1972 earned a J.D. from the McGeorge School of
Law in 1975.

Doug had several successful careers. As an
engineer, he worked for PanWorld Engineering
and Nevada Bell. During his notable career as legal
counsel, he was operating trustee for the William
Lear Motors Co., Mapes Hotel and Casino, and the
Horseshoe Club Casinos, among others. Socially
and professionally, Doug touched the lives of many
people through his membership and participation
in: Sigma Nu Fraternity, State Bar of Nevada
(Environmental Law Committee), the University

Graduate School of Business (committee advisor),
Northern Nevada Bankruptcy Bar Association
(founding member), the Prospectors Club and
Washoe County Youth Foundation (director).

Doug will be remembered for his great love for
tennis and skiing. He was a certified member of the
P.S.I.A. and the U.S.S.A. skiing organizations and
demonstrated his passion through coaching and
instruction of people of all ages and abilities during
his years of skiing. He helped to found the Hot Kids
Ski Team, which has inspired the current junior
racing program. He was a member of the Reno Ski
and Recreation Club (general counsel), served as
adviser to the University of Nevada Ski Team and
founder and director of the Sierra League of Reno.
After retirement, he could be found at the tennis
courts or on the ski hill. He passed away doing what
he loved best, and we all hope to remember him
with a great smile as he cruised his favorite hills.

Doug is survived by his fiancée, Susie; his
brothers, Charlie and Bernard; his children, Adrian,
Lauren, and Robin; and grandchildren, Rohan
and Varun. His family wishes to thank Dr. James
Atcheson and Dr. Eric Boyden for their continued
help and care. And finally, they also wish to thank
all of their many friends for their support and
heartfelt well-wishes at this time of grief.
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l_lell Me How Nevada Was

Fred Anderson:
Father of the School
of Medicine

he University of Nevada School of Medi-

cine has a father. He was a special man
who gave birth to a program, as well as a build-
ing to accommodate all of the aspiring doctors
in Nevada and beyond.

Fred Anderson was born Jan. 17, 1906 on a
small ranch in Secret Pass, Elko County. Those
who knew him only as an adult may be sur-
prised to learn that the sophisticated, urbane
and distinguished surgeon was a product of
rural Nevada who spent most of his boyhood
and youth on ranches in Elko and White Pine
counties and in the copper towns of Ruth and
McGill, working variously as a cowboy, a “soda
jerk” and as a laborer on the “bull gang” for
the copper company. Fred graduated from
the University of Nevada, Reno in 1928 with a
bachelor’s degree in zoology. He had the privi-
lege of being the mentee of Peter “Bugs” Frand-
sen, for whom Frandsen Hall was named.
With his assistance, Fred obtained the Rhodes
Scholarship and attended the highly acclaimed
Oxford University. With his elite education, he
was accepted into Harvard Medical School.

He returned to the Silver State, where he set
up a medical practice. It was a success from
the beginning, but before it could get firmly
established World War IT broke out in Europe
and Fred volunteered for service in the army. He
served from October 1941 until December 1945.

Although medicine was his primary activ-
ity, Fred’s interest in the University of Nevada
and its Alumni Association projected him
into a major role in the development of the
Nevada System of Higher Education. Elected
to the Board of Regents in 1956, he served for
22 years, four of these as chair. His service
corresponded to the period of the University’s
greatest growth, and he took a leading role in

RIGHT: Fred Anderson in 1972.

the development of many of the new programs
and in the establishment of new buildings. As
aregent, his work culminated in the devel-
opment of the School of Medicine or more
correctly, the School of Health Sciences. The
title, “Father of the School of Medicine,” given
to him by the school’s first graduating class,

is quite appropriate, as was the naming of

the first building at the school, the Anderson
Health Sciences Building. Fred passed away at
age 97 in 2003. Here are some of his recollec-
tions, in his own words:

College Days

“I came down to the University of Nevada
as a pre-med student in 1924, not very solvent,
but with a little help from home. While at-
tending the University, I was active in Campus
Players and the Blue Key service organization.
I was editor-in-chief of the University newspa-
per, the Sagebrush, which paid my senior year
expenses and even allowed me to buy a car;
assistant editor of the yearbook, the Artemisia;
did small bits in Campus Players; and was
a member of the InterFraternity Council. I
was elected to Phi Kappa Phi in junior year,

it appeared in
1980. The building is located just north of Mackay Stadium.

From the files of the University of Nevada Oral History Program

i

i
il

became a Coffin and Keys member also in
my junior year, and was a chairman of the
Premedical Society.

“I went over to England in the fall of 1929.
At Oxford we took parallel courses to those at
the second year in the United States, butin a
slightly less organized fashion and with some
other things thrown in.

“Among my most vivid recollections of this
year are autopsies. Each of us had to do 12 or
more autopsies and write reports on them.
The cadaver could be examined only to the
extent approved in the permit. Some autho-
rizations might allow explorations through
the chest or abdominal incisions, and in some
cases autopsy material could only be studied
through organs that could be reached through
the mouth or rectum. I can remember some
of us trying to do a complete autopsy from the
anus to heart and lungs through the anus, and
by means of long rubber gloves we did them.
Also, we were thrown into the emergency
room under supervision of a middle-aged
nurse, or sister as they were called there, to
patch up minor wounds, do dressings, inject
varicose veins and anything not serious

W\
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enough to require a doctor’s skill.

“When I went to Harvard Medical School
in my junior and senior year, I worked both of
those years. I worked taking tickets at football
games, and as a subject in physiological experi-
ments. I gave transfusions as often as they’d let
me and got paid for that.

Election to the Regents

“Sometime during 1955, I was invited to
a meeting of Coffin and Keys, the group to
which most of the student leaders and campus
student achievers belonged, and of which I had
been a member when a student. This group
requested that I file for election to the Board of
Regents in 1955, which I did.

“It was an eye-opener when I made my
campaign for regent in 1956, the last year when
there were statewide elections. I had some
information cards printed and hit nearly every
town in the state in one statewide tour, in some
places staying with friends. I used no newspa-
per or television ads or programs, but did talk
to some service clubs and other organizations.
Altogether I spent $250 on the campaign.

Medical School Beginnings

“A letter from Kevin Bunell, who was
assistant director of the Western Interstate
Commission on Higher Education [WICHE],
informed me that he had had a phone call
from Art Palmer of the Nevada Legislative
Council asking questions concerning the suc-
cess of Nevada students in gaining admission
to medical school. Art Palmer undoubtedly
was calling at the behest of Senators Lamb and
Brown, who were opposed to the school, to see
ifhe could get testimony against the school.
However, Bunell was favorable toward it. He
conveyed that information with a statement
that a medical school in the state surely would
make a substantial difference in numbers of
entering medical students and ratio of doctors
to population, and would, in his opinion, be a
desirable thing.

William O’Brien, Silas Ross and Fred Anderson place items into a box for the Anderson Health
Sciences Building cornerstone ceremony in 1972.

“Representatives from the United States
Department of Health, Education and Welfare
and foundation members—such as Kel-
logg and Commonwealth and Carnegie and
other foundations—had been going through
here and were impressed with our research
programs and the many supporting programs
in our 100-year-old University, especially our
premedical, psychology, engineering, nursing
and other areas. These were the years when the
United States, in general, was thought to be
short of doctors—particularly family doctors—
by the Public Health Service, by the Ameri-
can Medical Association and by everyone
concerned who did studies. There was much
sentiment in Congress and money and encour-
agement by the accreditation officials for start-
ing even two-year medical schools where states
were unable to start four-year ones. “I was still
chairman of the Board of Regents at that time,
and on Feb. 11, 1967 I stepped down from the
president’s chair and made the following mo-
tion: I move that both medium and long-range
planning be instituted to provide for the devel-

opment of a health sciences center associated
with the University of Nevada in Reno, and in
conjunction with Washoe Medical Center and
other health facilities in the area.

“Perhaps the thing that

affected the [legislature’s

LOOK ONLINE
Forthe full text,

visit: www.unr.edu/
nevadasilverandblue

decision to approve the
medical school] more
than anything we did was
that Howard Hughes—
who had not long before
that moved to Las Vegas, bought the Desert
Inn and occupied the entire top floor—com-
municated with our governor, Paul Laxalt, by
letter, offering us a sum of $6 million. Hughes’s
interest in the Medical School continued, and
he was a major factor in its realization.”

This oral history was initiated by Mary Ellen
Glass in 1978. The process was interrupted
shortly thereafter to be resumed and completed
by Tom King, professor and director of the Oral
History Program, between 1983 and 1985.

The University of Nevada Oral History Program produces and preserves primary-source oral histories that document the history and culture of the Intermountain West. Visit: http://oralhistory.unr.edu/ for

more information.
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m hat |IV€ DOHE W|th My |_|f€ By Cheryl Hug-English ’78 (biology),’82M.D. Harry English ’77 (biology), ’81M.D.

Cheryl Hug-English ’78 (biology), '82M.D.
has spent the last 20 years of her medical
career working at the University of Nevada
School of Medicine. She has served as medical
director for the Student Health Center since
1994, and also serves as associate dean of
admissions and student affairs. Harry English
77 (biology), "81M.D. is practicing with
Associated Anesthesiologists of Reno. Harry
and Cheryl met during their undergraduate
years at Nevada. They became engaged during
medical school and were married the week
after Cheryl took her boards and the week after
Harry took his surgery final. They have been
married for 28 years.

What is your fondest memory
from your days at the University
of Nevada, Reno?

Our days at the University are very
memorable. We both graduated from Nevada
and went on to attend medical school at the
University of Nevada School of Medicine. We
both have many good friends from our time as
undergraduates and as medical students.

We have fond memories of games and con-
certs in the old gym, exciting (and sometimes
cold!) football games, marathon study sessions
in the library, and coffee breaks at the student
union. We also like to remember the good
friends from activities we participated in, like
Lambda Chi Alpha and Pi Beta Phi. We've
watched this institution grow and evolve over
the years. We take great pride in the core
mission of high quality education that this
University stands for.

I (Cheryl) feel privileged to be able to come
to work every day and interact with bright and
talented students, who keep me motivated and
inspired. I love walking on campus and seeing
the excitement of new buildings, new energy,
and new students experiencing their own
college adventures.

I (Harry) enjoy the opportunity to stay
active with students, as well. I take care to talk

with preprofessional student groups and pre-
cepting medical students. We both continue
to be active alums and love attending various
sporting events to cheer on the Wolf Pack.

We really enjoy time with our family and
friends. Harry continues to be an avid golfer
and tries to keep up with our son, Christopher,
on the golf course. And Cheryl continues to
try to hit tennis balls without getting much
better! We love summers at Lake Tahoe and
enjoy our winter snow.

What have you done that
you're most proud of?

Together, we're most proud of our three
children, Christopher, Ashley, and Alysha.
Christopher is 24 and graduated from Nevada
in December 2007 with a degree in philoso-
phy. Ashley is 21 and is a junior at Nevada.
Alysha is 19 and has recently started her
academic pursuits at Nevada, as well. We are
thrilled that all three of our children will grad-

uate from the University of Nevada, Reno. They

will be the fourth generation of our family to
attend and graduate from this institution.

oy

What advice would you give someone
just starting out after college?

To new students beginning their academic
pursuits in higher education we say, “Take
hold of your dreams and your passions—Expe-
rience adventure and explore your paths!” The
University of Nevada, Reno has brought us
great joy and continues to be a central part of
our lives.

We feel lucky to be a part of such great tradi-
tion, educational opportunity, and academic
culture. The people we have met through the
University of Nevada, Reno and University of
Nevada School of Medicine continue to be a
great part of our lives. How fortunate we are to
know all the administrators, faculty, and friends
who have enriched our lives over the years.
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What I've Done with my Life asks an alum who has been out of school for a while to answer the three questions above. Email your submission to silverblue@unr.edu, or mail to: Nevada Silver & Blue,
University of Nevada, Reno/0007, Reno, NV 89557-0007. Please include a phone number. Don't exceed 650 words. Submissions may also be posted at www.unr.edu/nevadasilverandblue.
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