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       Matt Leone, who has been serving as 

associate director of the Grant Sawyer Center 

for Justice Studies, will be interim director of 

the Center this academic year while the di-

rector, Jim Richardson, is on sabbatical 

leave. 

       Leone, an associate professor of Crimi-

nal Justice, received his Ph.D. from UC Ir-

vine in 1991, and has been teaching at the 

University of Nevada, Reno since then, offer-
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New Leadership at Grant 
Sawyer Center 

The Judicial Studies program (JS), a unique 

graduate degree program for trial judges of-

fered by the University of Nevada, Reno, is 

celebrating its 25th year of operation. The 

program, which started in 1986 under the 

supervision of Neal Ferguson, then dean of 

continuing education, is offered in conjunc-

tion with The National Judicial College 

(NJC) and the National Council of Juvenile 

and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ), both of 

which are headquartered on the university 

campus. The program is offered through the 

Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, 

which is within the College of Liberal Arts at 

the university. 

       The JS program has developed a strong 

25 Years of Success for Judicial Studies Program 
record over its 25 year history. Judges from 42 

states and five foreign countries have enrolled, 

and 125 judges have graduated with a master‟s 

degree. Ten years ago a Ph.D. component was 

added, and six have earned the Ph.D. degree. 

A number of Nevada judges have been in-

volved with the program. 

       Nearly 80 of the graduated students have 

published their theses or dissertations in law 

reviews or academic journals, or as books, 

which is a strong indication of the quality of 

the JS program. Several of the theses have 

directly affected policy or practice in their 

state or nation, and a number of them have 

been cited in other scholarly works. Four of  

School Gains New  

Leadership 
       The School of 

Social Research 

and Justice Stud-

ies will be led this 

academic year by 

interim director 

Colleen Murray, a 

professor of Soci-

ology with a back-

ground in family 

studies and ado-

See 25 Years JS,  pg. 2 

ing courses and 

doing research 

in corrections 

and the prob-

lems, politics, 

attitudes about 

and social 

causes of jail 

overcrowding. 

       He has  

been lead  

researcher since 

joining the  

Center staff of 

projects on the 

effect of truth in sentencing laws in Nevada  

Pictured: Dr. Matthew Leone 

lescence. Dr. 

Murray, who has her Ph.D. from Ohio State 

University in Family Relations and Human 

Development, also is director of the Interdis-

ciplinary Social Psychology Doctoral Pro-

gram, which is one of the largest doctoral 

programs at UNR with 38 students currently 

enrolled. 

       Dr. Murray has as major research focus 

in grief and loss, as well as adolescence, and 

the intersection of law and justice with 

health. She is well-trained in research meth-

ods and regularly teaches in this area for both 

undergrad and graduate students in programs 

with which she is affiliated. 

The School contains four major units with 

several different degree programs. Included  

Pictured: Dr. Colleen Murray 

See New GSC Leadership,  pg. 5 
See New SSRJS Leadership,  pg. 4 
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the six graduates of the Ph.D. program 

have published their dissertation as a 

book or have a book forthcoming. 

       Jim Richardson has directed the 

program for the three entities almost 

since its inception, with the assistance of 

Program Officer Denise Schaar-Buis, 

who also has been with the program 

since its early years. Elizabeth Francis, 

an English professor at the university, is 

assigned half-time to the program and 

assists with thesis writing. She also 

teaches language courses for the JS pro-

gram.  

       Richardson said of the 25 year mile-

stone, “We are very pleased at the na-

tional, even international reputation es-

tablished by our unique Judicial Studies 

degree program. There is more judicial 

education taking place on the UNR cam-

pus with these two large judicial educa-

tion institutions than any place in the 

nation, and we are happy to be a part of 

that important effort.”  

       Richardson, who teaches a seminar 

in the program, Social and Behavioral 

Science and the Law, added, “Teaching 

the judges in our program is challenging, 

but very rewarding.  There is never a 

dull moment in a course with a dozen 

judges from all around the country, or 

even from foreign countries.” 

       Malcolm Feeley, faculty member at 

Boalt Hall Law School at UC Berkeley, 

has been with the Judicial Studies pro-

gram since its inception and regularly 

teaches in the program. He said, "I was 

here at the foundation---as one of four 

Boalt Hall faculty consultants to help 

design the core curriculum a year before 

the Judicial Studies Program be-

gan.  When asked to teach in the pro-

gram, I jumped at the opportunity, and 

have continued to do so for the past 

twenty five years.  The judges in the 

program are wonderful students--they 

are curious, diligent, do all the readings, 

ask smart questions, and express wisdom 

based on experience.  I've kept in contact 

with some, worked beyond class with 

many, and enjoyed teaching all of 

them.  The Program has to be one of the 

jewels in the crown of University of Ne-

vada's graduate school.  May the second 

twenty five years be as productive as the 

first twenty five years." 

CENTER NEWS 

       The curriculum for the JS program in-

cludes courses offered by the NCJFCJ and 

the NJC, all of which have been vetted by 

the UNR Graduate School, and fifteen 700 

level seminars developed especially for the 

university offerings in the program. (See 

www.judicialstudies.unr.edu for details on 

the program offerings and requirements, as 

well as a list of the theses and dissertations 

and place of publication). Each graduate 

must complete a thesis for the master‟s de-

gree and a dissertation for the Ph.D., along 

with courses, seminars and other require-

ments. Most courses are taught in intensive 

one or two week segments, with consider-

able work required before and after the on-

campus time. 

       University courses in the Judicial Stud-

ies program are taught by UNR faculty from 

various departments and prominent visiting 

faculty, many from UC Berkeley‟s Boalt 

Hall Law School. Faculty have also taught 

in the program from The University of 

Washington, Washington State University, 

Wellesley College, University of Missouri, 

Princeton University, Arizona State Univer-

sity,  University of Hawaii, University of 

Minnesota, Hastings Law School, Univer-

sity of Houston, University of Florida, and 

other schools. 

       Judge William Dressel, President of the 

NJC, said: “Education is a powerful tool for 

change right up there with meaningful life 

experiences. This is especially so when you 

want to impact knowledge, skills or atti-

tudes. The Judicial Studies program is edu-

cation at its finest combining in class learn-

ing presented by some of the finest minds 

with facilitated personal and collegial ex-

amination of a variety of subjects that form 

the foundation for original ideas to improve 

the delivery of justice. The National Judicial 

College is proud to be part of this unique 

and valuable program.” 

       Mari Kay Bickett, new Chief Executive 

Officer of the NCJFCJ, said: "For the past 

25 years, the University of Nevada Reno's 

Judicial Studies Program has provided a 

unique and valuable educational opportunity 

for judges seeking to learn, improve, and 

excel at their challenging jobs. The National 

Council of Juvenile and Family Court 

Judges is proud to have been a part of this 

important endeavor since the beginning." 

      Judge Jake Looney, Circuit Judge of the 

18th Judicial Circuit, Arkansas, earned his 

JS master‟s degree and is currently working 

25 Years JS 
continued from pg. 1 toward his Ph.D. He said of his experience 

in the JS program, "Participation in the 

Judicial Studies Program has been my 

most challenging, stimulating and reward-

ing educational experience.  All courses, 

including those of the National Judicial 

College, have been well organized and 

taught by outstanding faculty with a keen 

sense of the issues confronting trial 

judges on a daily basis. I am a better 

judge as a result of my participation." 

       Janette Bertness, Associate Judge, 

Rhode Island Worker‟s Compensation 

Court, who also earned a JS master‟s de-

gree and is working on her Ph.D., summa-

rized her experience with the program:  

“The UNR Judicial Studies program has 

expanded the breath of my knowledge and 

understanding of complex legal theories 

and current practice issues. I have applied 

the information and skills obtained from 

the program directly to my court practice 

with positive results.” 

       The Judicial Studies program is a 

“self-supporting” program sponsored by 

the University: most program costs are 

covered through student fees and other 

revenues. The State Justice Institute (SJI) 

furnished considerable funding in the de-

velopmental years of the program. In 

more recent years United States Senator 

Harry Reid has facilitated partial support 

from the Department of Justice to main-

tain the program.  Richardson said, 

“Without the strong support of SJI and 

Senator Reid this fine program would have 

had great difficulty. We are grateful that 

Senator Reid and others have recognized 

the value of this nationally recognized pro-

gram.”  

       The Judicial Studies program is also 

home to a master‟s degree in Justice Man-

agement developed for those working 

within the justice system who are not 

judges. This program, begun in 2005, has 

attracted students from 25 states, with over 

half coming from Nevada. The program is 

an on-line program with most students 

completing their course work via the inter-

net. To date this newer program graduated 

56 students, each of whom had to prepare a 

substantial professional paper or thesis to 

complete their degree. The JM program 

currently has over 80 students enrolled. 

See www.unr.edu/justicemanagement for 

details on this program.  

http://www.judicialstudies.unr.edu
http://www.unr.edu/justicemanagement
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       The UNR summer course offerings have come to a close.  The 

courses were very well attended and the students had high praises 

for the faculty.  For those needing to plan ahead, way ahead, below 

is a list of the UNR course offerings for 2012: 

January 9-19: Justice, Law and Literature with Robert 

 Harvey 

June 18-28: Law, Social and Behavioral Sciences with 

 James Richardson 

July 9-19: History and Theory – Part II with faculty from 

 Boalt Hall School of Law, U.C. Berkeley 

July 9-19: Criminology with Matt Leone 

July 23-August 2: Gaming Law with Dan Reaser 

July 14: Thesis Orientation with Elizabeth Francis 

       The Graduate School is cracking down on student progress 

and graduation deadlines.  Please remember that Master‟s students 

have 6 years to complete the degree and Ph.D. students have 8 

years (beyond the Master‟s) to complete the degree.  To stay in 

“good standing” as a graduate student, you must take no less than 

one course per semester (spring and fall).  If you do not make  

consistent progress in your program of study, you lose your stand-

ing and have to apply for reinstatement. If you have questions 

about your status please contact the Judicial Studies Office. 

Judicial Studies News and Scholarly Updates 
By Denise Schaar-Buis, Program Officer 

CENTER NEWS 

       The program would like to recognize its most recent  

graduates: 

John Milton Younge - Pennsylvania - completed a thesis titled: 

Whether the Pennsylvania Constitution Provides for a Gideon v. 

Wainwright Type of Constitutional Mandate of Appointment of 

Cancel to Indigent Civil Litigants. 

Jack Smith - Alaska - completed a thesis titled: The Anchorage, 

Alaska Veteran‟s Court and Recidivism, 6 July 2004 – 31 Decem-

ber 2010. 

       As you read on the front page of this newsletter, this is the 25th 

year of the Judicial Studies program.  The program is very proud 

of the work its students have contributed over the years and the 

changes their contributions have stimulated within their respective 

states.   We encourage you to share student and program success 

with fellow judges.  Share the Judicial Studies program.  

       In the last newsletter we reported that our scholarship funding, 

which came from federal funds, was coming to a close.  Please 

know that we are actively pursuing a continuance of these funds 

and are quite hopeful that scholarships will be available.  Keep 

your fingers crossed.  In the meantime, the State Justice Institute 

has scholarship available to cover tuition as well as travel and 

lodging.  Go to www.sji.gov for SJI scholarship information,  

applications, and deadlines. 

The JM program welcomes new faculty mem-

ber Joan Neuffer, J.D.  Joan served the Nevada 

Supreme Court as Legal Counsel for Nevada's 

Administrative Office of the Courts, responsible 

for court policies, employment and personnel 

issues, contracts and interlocal  

agreements, administrative rules and  

Another group of happy graduates participated in UNRôs May 2011 commencement exercises. 

Pictured left to right are: Jane Robinson, Brittany Cooper, Matt Fisk, Erica Onyeagbako, 

Marilyn Tognoni, Glenn Glasgow, Aaron Manfredi, Cora Proctor, and Ken Gibson.  (Graduates 

not pictured: Brian Boger, Janet Evans, Karrie Carlson)  

 

procedures, budgets, com-

mission support, state legis-

lation, judicial educa-

tion and litigation. Now 

working for Nevada‟s Ninth 

Judicial District Court, she 

will teach a new online 

course in Court Administra-

tion in Fall 2011.  
Pictured: Joan  

Neuffer, J.D. 

 

Pictured: Michael 

Noyes, Ph.D. 

Justice Management Program Updates 
By Jane Robinson, JD, MBA, Assistant Justice Management Program Director 

JM Faculty member, Michael Noyes, Ph.D., 

director of the Dallas County Community  

Supervision and Corrections Department, has 

been elected 2011-2012 President of the Texas 

Corrections Association.  He was recently  

selected to serve on the Editorial Review Panel of  

the Juvenile and Family 

Court Journal published 

by the National Council 

of Juvenile and Family 

C o u r t  J u d g e s  

(NCJFCJ), Reno, NV, 

in association with the 

William S. Boyd  

School of Law at the 

University of Nevada, 

LV.  

JM Graduates:   

Glenn Glasgow, MJM (2011), Lieutenant 

for the Davis, CA , Police Department, suc-

cessfully campaigned for the enactment of a 

new ordinance establishing a “safety en-

hancement zone” for the University of Cali-

fornia, Davis‟ annual Picnic Day event.  The 

event draws thousands of college students 

and others to the campus and the City of 

Davis, and the purpose of the  

ordinance is to create a safer  

environment for participants and the 

general public. 

Ivy Wright-Bryan, MJM (2010),  

designed a mentoring program  

connecting Native American elders and 

juveniles, and aimed at reducing  

recidivism by strengthening  

participation in cultural traditions.  She 

recently accepted a the position of  

Director of Native American Mentoring 

at Big Brothers Big Sisters in 

 Philadelphia, PA. 

Janet Evans, MJM (2011), Director of 

the Clatsop County Oregon Juvenile 

Department, developed an online  

training program for juvenile detention 

staff which is now in use by her  

department. 

Current JM student, Lisandra  

Sepulveda, just returned from an  

International Justice Mission to  

Cambodia. 

Lorena Parada-Valdes, a graduate and 

current faculty member of the Justice 

Management Program, recently had an 

article based off of her master‟s thesis 

published in the Journal of Applied 

Security Research, entitled “The effects 

of intrusiveness on protective details.”  

http://www.sji.gov
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New Religion vs. Cult: The Power of a Term 

       On April 17th Dr. James T. Richardson 

wrote an article for CNN online entitled My 

Take: Rethinking the word ócultô. In the arti-

cle, Dr. Richardson examines the application 

of the word „cult‟ to describe new religious 

organizations and how the term „cult‟ has been 

used in the courts, specifically its use in rela-

tion to the Waco, TX raid on the Branch 

Davidians in 1993.  

       The application of the term „cult‟ to the 

Branch Davidians was the first time it had 

been used to describe an older religious group 

that was an offshoot of a more traditional reli-

gious movement (i.e., the Seventh Day Ad-

ventists). Dr. Richardson explains how prior 

to the Branch Davidian raid in Texas the term 

had primarily been applied to newer and often 

unpopular religions (e.g., Scientology, the 

Unification Church – i.e., the “Moonies”, and 

the Hare Krishna). Richardson explains “...the 

term cult suggested that such groups are 

not “real religions” at all, but trumped-up fac-

similes designed to take advantage of alleg-

edly gullible American youth.” In actuality the 

members of these new religious groups tend to 

be highly educated and quite affluent individu-

als who choose to reject the standards of 

American culture, much to the dismay of po-

litical leaders and parents.  

 

       In attempt to explain why individuals 

join these groups, many Americans looked 

to the concept of „brainwashing‟ that had 

first been used to explain why some Ameri-

can POWs decided to stay in Korea after the 

end of WWII. Richardson explains that this 

belief holds that individuals who join these 

„cults‟ (or in the case of the POWs, those 

who remained in Korea), were under the 

power of “gurus who had developed some 

powerful psycho-techniques unknown to the 

rest of us.” In other words, the individuals 

were no longer in control of their own 

thoughts and were being „controlled‟ by the 

leaders of the group. “This approach gained 

considerable traction and helped justify 

claims that so-called cults were not “real 

religions” and that therefore First Amend-

ment protections did not apply to them or 

their adherents,” notes Richardson. Over the 

years, the courts have tended to rule in favor 

of the new religious groups, finding that the 

members have the same religious rights as 

other more popular and mainstream religions. 

Richardson concludes the article by stating 

that he “hope[s] ordinary people are coming 
around to that point of view, too – and that 

they begin to rethink the term „cult.‟” 

 

An overview of an article written for CNN by Sawyer Center Director Dr. James T. Richard-

son entitled ñMy Take: Rethinking the word ócultôò 

       Dr. Clayton Peoples – Assistant P 

rofessor of Sociology at UNR – was awarded 

a non-residential research fellowship for the 

2011/2012 academic year. The Non-

Residential Research Network Fellowship – 

housed in Harvard University‟s Edmond J. 

Safra Center for Ethics – is a new program 

with the goal of “connecting a cross-

disciplinary group of scholars and  

practitioners around the world who are  

currently working independently on issues of 

institutional corruption as academic research 

projects or applied within their organizations.  

       The purpose of the network is to connect 

these researchers and practitioners with each 

other to inspire new works of scholarship, 

and applications that are designed to solve 

problems of institutional corruption. Fellows 

are invited to travel to Harvard two times 

during the term of their fellowship to meet 

and present their work to one another. Dr. 

Peoples will examine contributor influence on 

important legislation that ultimately led to the 

recent global financial crisis.  

       The title of his project is: “Did Campaign 

Contributions and Congressional Corruption 

Lead to the Global Financial Crisis?” 

Sociology Professor Awarded Fellowship 

Judge Weller Article 
Influences policy in 
Nevada 

are Communication Studies, Criminal 

Justice, Sociology, and the Sawyer 

Center for Justice Studies. CJ and Soc 

both offer undergraduate and master‟s 

degrees, while CS offers an under-

graduate degree at this time. The  

Sawyer Center offers two degree  

programs, the Judicial Studies  

graduate program for trial judges 

which is now in its 25th year, and the 

Justice Management master‟s degree 

for non-judge personnel in the justice 

system. 

       Jim Richardson, the founding 

director of the School will be on  

sabbatical this coming year. He said, 

“I am certain that Colleen‟s back-

ground and administrative skills will 

make this a productive year for  

the School.”  

New SSRJS Leadership 
continued from pg. 1 

       In January 2010 Washoe Country 

trial judge Chuck Weller took Professor 

Richard Bjur‟s class “Medical Legal 

Issues” (JS 740). Because he had  

recently assumed responsibility for 

involuntary mental health commitments 

in the county, he chose to write his 

class paper on a topic he knew would 

arise in his court: forced administration 

of anti-psychotic drugs to mental health 

patients. Research for the paper showed 

that Nevada‟s policy was inconsistent 

with U.S. Supreme Court decisions and 

denied patients due process. This was 

particularly troubling because the drugs 

can cause permanent, adverse side-

effects and mental health patients are an 

exceptionally vulnerable population.  

       Judge Weller‟s paper influenced 

Nevada‟s Commission on Mental 

Health and Developmental Services to 

develop a new statewide policy. In  

support of an effort to achieve  

necessary legislative change the class 

paper appeared, with minor revision, in 

the Nevada Law Journal, Volume 11, 

Issue 3 (Summer 2011), under the title 

“Forced Administration of  

Antipsychotic Drugs to Civilly  

Committed Mental Patients in Nevada: 

A Remedy without a Clear Statutory 

Authorization” 

See Research Fellowship,  pg. 5 

Pictured: Dr. 

Clayton Peoples 
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The abstract is:  

       Surveys show that the majority of 

people believe Congress is rife with  

corruption (e.g. World Values Survey 

2000). Despite this public view,  

scholarship  on the topic is quite mixed, 

largely because most studies incorrectly 

conceive of campaign contributing as a 

negotiated market exchange (referred to 

here as a ómarket modelô) in which d 

esired policy outcomes are explicitly 

ñpurchasedò (Gordon 2005). But  

sociological research suggests that  

contributing may be best conceived of as 

a reciprocal social exchange (referred to 

here as a ósocial modelô) in which de-

sired policy outcomes are implicitly 

ñgiftedò as a part of an ongoing 

friendlyðalbeit potentially corruptingð

relationship (e.g. Clawson, Neustadtl, 

and Weller 1998; Gordon 2005). Over 

the past several years, I have been  

building a research program that uses a 

social model approach to examine  

contributor influence on roll call voting 

across large arrays of bills (e.g. Peoples 

and Gortari 2008; Peoples 2009, 2010a, 

2010b). The findings show that  

 

Sawyer Center Recognized by International Society 
In their Spring 2011 newsletter, the  

International Society for Justice Research 

(ISJR) recognized The Grant Sawyer  

Center for Justice Studies as one of their 

ISJR Collaboration Partners. 

       ISJR notes the following aims for its 

Society: Questions about justice, which 

have occupied many scholars across  

different scientific disciplines, are  

ubiquitous in interpersonal relations, 

within and between communities, social 

justice-related issues 

2. To foster productive discussions of 

new ideas, basic and applied  

research, and theories relevant to 

justice 

3. To allow international and  

interdisciplinary cooperation in 

justice theory and research.  

     ISJR consists of a network of  

scientists who work on justice-related 

issues. It represents many countries and 

a wide range of disciplines, including 

(social) psychology, sociology,  

b u s i n e s s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  

law-criminology, economics as well as 

other areas. 

       The next 2012 ISJR 14th Biennial 

Conference will be held in September 

at The School of Behavioral Sciences 

College of Management, Israel, which 

is located in Rishon LeZion, Gush Dan 

(Tel-Aviv) metropolitan area.  

     Below is a link to current issue of 

newsletter -  

http://isjr.jimdo.com/newsletter-1/latest

-issue/ 

groups, organizations, and states. They are 

at the core of social conflicts and they are 

essential for sustainable conflict resolu-

tions. 

       Given the importance of justice issues 

in everyday life, ISJR was founded with the 

aim of advancing justice research in every 

way. Its mission is to further three main 

goals: 

1. To provide biennial scientific meetings 

and further opportunities for the  

scientific exchange of theoretical  

developments and recent research on 

contributors do, indeed, affect policy 

decisions across large sets of billsð

in other words, institutional corrup-

tion is, sadly, alive and well in Con-

gress. But the findings do not show 

how this actually matters, as it may 

be that the greatest contributor im-

pact is on ñlow visibilityò bills 

(Jones and Keiser 1987). In this  

project I will be conducted through 

the Edmond J. Safra Center for  

Ethics at Harvard University, I will 

apply the social model I used in my 

previous work to examine contributor 

influence on very important  

legislationðbills/acts that ultimately 

led to the Global Financial Crisis. If 

my research shows that contributors 

had a significant influence on how 

lawmakers voted on these bills, it will 

show that the institutional corruption 

stemming from contributing and  

contributor-lawmaker relationships 

does, indeed, have a (catastrophic) 

impact on society.  

 

Congratulations Clayton! 

Dr. Christian Crandall 
Visits UNR 

       T h i s  p a s t 

spring, Dr. Chris-

tian Crandall from 

the University of 

Kansas visited the 

University of Ne-

vada, Reno to dis-

cuss his research 

about prejudice and Pictured: Dr. Chris 

Crandall‟s visit was supported by the Hilliard 

Lecture Series, the Social Psychology Club, 

the Interdisciplinary Social Psychology PhD 

Program, the Graduate Student Association, 

and the Managerial Sciences, Sociology, Po-

litical Science, & Speech Communication 

Departments.  

       Dr. Crandall‟s research was of great in-

terest to a number of students at UNR. In 

order to facilitate in-depth discussion on the 

topics of interest, Dr. Crandall graciously 

agreed to do two small group discussions 

prior to his main presentation. He also at-

tended a dinner at a Social Psychology fac-

ulty member‟s home where faculty and stu-

dents were able to mingle and converse with 

Dr. Crandall one-on-one. 

done for the Legislative Commission on the 

Administration of Justice, and has worked 

on project for the Article 6 Commission of 

the Nevada Supreme Court on judicial per-

formance evaluation, as well as other Center 

projects. 

      Other duties have included teaching in 

the Judicial Studies program for trial judges, 

where he teaches a “Criminology Theories” 

seminar, and serves on thesis and disserta-

tion committees in this program. He also 

works with the Justice Management mas-

ter‟s degree program offered by the Center. 

       More recently professor Leone has been 

invited to join the committee overseeing the 

Interdisciplinary Doctoral Program in Social 

Psychology, where he will serve on disserta-

tion committees and also teach occasional 

seminars. 

       Jim Richardson, the previous director of 

the Center, said, “With Matt‟s experience 

and dedication I am sure the Center will 

continue to make progress during this aca-

demic year under his direction.” 

New GSC Leadership 
Continued from pg. 1 

Research Fellowship 
continued from pg. 4 
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CJS Staff Updates: See What Weõve Been Up To! 

RECENT PRESENTATIONS (partial list): 

Reichert, J., & Miller, M.K. (2011, March). How attributions of responsibility for childhood obesity affect jurors' decisions in child 

abuse cases. 4th International Congress on Psychology and Law conference, Miami, FL. 

Reichert, J., Miller, M.K., Bornstein, B., & Shelton, D. (2011, March). How reason for surgery and patient weight affect verdicts and 

perceptions in medical malpractice trials: A comparison of students and jurors. 4th International Congress on Psychology and 

Law conference, Miami, FL. 

Wood, S.M., Sicafuse, L.L., Miller, M.K., Chomos, J.C., (2011, March). Relationship between jurors‟ perceptions of attorneys and 

their performance on verdict. 4th International Congress on Psychology and Law conference, Miami, FL.  

RECENT PUBLICATIONS (partial list): 

Chomos, J.C., Miller, M.K., Sicafuse, L.L., Richardson, J.T., Peoples, C.D., & Bremer, C.F. (2011). Increasing juror satisfaction: A 

call to action for judges and researchers. Drake Law Review, 59(3), 707-731. 

Miller, M.K., Maskaly, J., Green, M., & Peoples, C.D. (2011). The effects of deliberations and religious identity on mock jurors‟ ver-

dicts. Group Processes and Intergroup Relations, 14, 517-532.  

Reichert, J., & Richardson, J. T. Decline of a Moral Panic: A Social Psychological and Socio-Legal Examination of the Current Status 

 of Satanism Scare. Forthcoming (2011) in Nova Religio.  

Russell, J. & Richardson, J. T. (2011). Religious Values and Public Education in the United States. In Elizabeth Coleman and 

 Kevin White (Eds.), Tolerance, Education, and the Curriculum. Rotterdam: Sense Publications, pp. 11-26. 

Wood, S. M., Sicafuse, L.L. Miller, M.K., Chomos, J.C. (2011). The influence of jurors‟ perceptions of attorneys and their perform-

ance on verdict. The Jury Expert, 23, 23-41. 

RECENT BOOKS UNDER CONTRACT (partial list): 

Miller, M.K. & Bornstein, B.H. (Eds). (under contract). Trauma, Stress and Wellbeing in the Legal System. New York: Oxford.  

RECENT AWARDS (partial list): 

       Congratulations to Dr. Matthew Leone for recieving the College of Liberal Arts Dean's Award for teaching. Way to go Dr. 

Leone! 

       Congratulations to Dr. Monica Miller for being awarded the Nevada System of Higher Education‟s Awarded Regent‟s Rising 

Researcher Award for 2011. Dr. Miller also served as Chair for the panel on Jury Decision-Making for the 4th International Congress 

on Psychology and Law conference, Miami, FL. March, 2011. Great job, Dr. Miller! 

        Center RA Irem Uz won the 2011 Dissertation Fellowship in the Humanities and Social Sciences from the Graduate School, Uni-

versity of Nevada, Reno. The fellowship comes with  an amount of $10,000. Congratulations Irem! 

       The National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant Advisory Panel for the Law and Social Sciences pro-

gram has recommended awarding funding for a proposal from Dr. Matthew Leone and Vicky Springer (RA) entitled "Felony Sentenc-

ing in Nevada and Heuristic Information Use in Legal Decision-Making". Congratulations Dr. Leone and Vicky! 

       The Sawyer Center was recently awarded several evaluation projects: Washoe County School District, Evaluation of the Smark-

thinking Program, $22,227; Washoe County School District, Evaluation of the Remediation Program, $22,227; 1st Judicial District 

Court, Western Regional Felony-DUI Court Evaluation, $24,993. 

 

Funding Organization                                                                                                                 

American Statistical Association (http://www.amstat.org/)                                                        

Law School Admission Council                                                                                                     
   www.lsac.org/LSAC.asp?url=lsac/lsac-legal-education-grant-program.asp  

National Institute of Justice (http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fundopps.htm)                                      

National Science Foundation (http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=SBE) 

  Law and Social Sciences                                                                                                               

  Social Psychology                                                                                                                         

  Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grants                                                                            

Public Welfare Foundation                                                                                                            
   www.publicwelfare.org/grants/criminal_justice/2003_grants.asp         

The Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI)                                              
http://www.spssi.org/awards.html               

State Justice Institute (www.statejustice.org/)                                                                                                   

  Scholarships                                                                                                                                  

CENTER NEWS 

Submission Deadlines 

Various 

 

February 1 & September 1 

Various 

 

August 15th & January 15th 

July 15 & January 15th 

August 18th & January 18th 

 

No deadline 

 

Various 

 

Various 

JUSTICE-RELATED FUNDING/FELLOWSHIPS 
 

Call the Grant Sawyer Center if you want to prepare a grant proposal and we will be pleased to assist.  

 

 Donôt forget! The current Center for Justice Studies email address is: cjs@unr.edu. 

mailto:mailto:cjs@unr.edu


JUSTICEé around Nevada 

Upcoming CLE courses for attorneys: For more information, see the Nevada Bar Association website at: http://

www.nvbar.org 

       In spring 2011, Michael Williams – a   

third year PhD student in the  

Interdisciplinary Social Psychology pro-

gram at the University of Nevada, Reno – 

had the distinguished honor of being  

accepted into the National Science  

Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research  

Fellowship Program (GRFP).  

       The NSF GRFP is the oldest  

fellowship of its kind for beginning  

graduate students. It is noted by the NSF 

GRFP that many of its Fellows go on to 

“become knowledge experts who can  

contribute significantly to research,  

teaching, and innovations in science and 

engineering. These individuals are crucial 

to maintaining and advancing the nation's  
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Social Psychology Ph.D. Student Awarded NSF Graduate Research Fellowship 

  

National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges  

PROGRAM 

Evidence in Juvenile and Family Courts 

Core College: Role of the Juvenile Court Judge 

Managing Challenging Family Law Issues 

National Conference on Juvenile and Family Law 

 

CITY/STATE 

Reno, NV 

Reno, NV 

Reno, NV 

Las Vegas, NV 

DATES 

September 19-23, 2011 

September 19-23, 2011 

October 24-27, 2011 

March 21-24, 2012 

See http://www.ncjfcj.org/content/view/285/378/ for more details. 

CENTER NEWS 

Donôt forget! The State Bar of Nevada also offers quality audio continuing legal education programs (both in mp3 and audio 

CD format) and streaming online CLE programs in numerous practice areas (see http://www.nvbar.org for purchase).  

All audio programs come with written materials, and all 

are approved for Nevada CLE credit (and for credit in many 

other states as well).  

Audio available for the following practice areas: 

 ADR 

Administrative Law 

Business/Tax Law 

Civil Litigation 

Criminal Law 

Estate Planning/ 

Ethics 

Family Law 

Law Practice Manage-

ment 

Trial Practice 
….and more! 

 

All streaming online CLE programs can be accessed 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, and will remain accessible for 

30 days after the purchase date.  

Online programs available for the following practice areas: 

Appellate Practice 

Arbitration 

Bankruptcy 

 

Discovery 

Ethics 

Family Law 

 

Gaming Law 

...and more! 

September 2011 

LAWYER TRUST ACCOUNTS: PROPERLY MAN-

AGING YOUR CLIENTS' MONEY 

Reno - Thursday, Sept 15: Northern NV Bar Center 

Las Vegas - Friday, Sept 16: UNLV Stan Fulton Bldg. 

1:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. (3 CLE Hours)  

October 2011 

HEALTHCARE INVESTIGA-

TIONS: ENFORCING FEDERAL 

AND STATE FALSE CLAIMS ACTS 

Las Vegas - Friday, Oct 14  

MEET Las Vegas 

Simulcast to Reno, NV  

Northern NV Bar Center 

9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (3 CLE Hours)  

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

CONFERENCE 

Las Vegas - Friday, Oct 21 

Mirage Hotel & Casino 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (6 CLE Hours) 

November/December 2011 

ATTORNEY, HEAL THEYSELF 

Las Vegas - Friday, Nov 4 

Gold Coast Hotel & Casino 

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (2 CLE Ethics Hours) 

GAMING LAW CONFERENCE 

Las Vegas - Friday, Nov 4 

Gold Coast Hotel & Casino 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (6 CLE Hours - in-

cluding 2 Ethics Hours) 

BASICS OF FAMILY LAW 

Las Vegas - Thursday, Nov 17 

Lloyd George Federal Courthouse 

9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (3 CLE Hours) 

REFUSE TO WORK FOR FREE: HOW TO 

SHRINK LAWYER RECEIVABLES  
Reno - Thursday, Sept 15: Northern NV Bar Center 

Las Vegas - Friday, Sept 16: UNLV Stan Fulton Bldg. 

9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (3 CLE Hours -   

including .5 Ethics Hours) 

INTERNET LAW 

Live Webinar - Wednesday, Sept 21 

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (1.5 CLE Hours) 

ESTATES & TRUSTS UNDER THE MICRO-

SCOPE: SB221 EXAMINED 

Reno - Thursday, Sept 27: Northern NV Bar Center 

Las Vegas - Friday, Sept 28: UNLV Student Union 

1:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. (3 CLE Hours) 

ADVANCED FAMILY LAW 

Las Vegas - Thursday, Dec 1 

Lloyd George Federal Courthouse 

8:45 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (7 CLE Hours - 

including 1.5 Ethics Hours) 

technological infrastructure and national 

security as well as contributing to the  

economic well-being of society at large.”  

       Acceptance into the NSF GRFP is 

highly competitive, making Michael‟s  

acceptance all that much more prestigious. 

Fellows are awarded a three-year annual 

stipend of $30,000 in addition to a $10,500 

cost of education allowance for tuition and 

fees.  

       Michael, along with his advisor Dr. 

Deborah Davis and other Social Psychology 

faculty, plan to conduct research projects 

which focus on discovering ways that will 

improve the effectiveness of humane  

approaches to investigative interviewing/

interrogation. Michael notes that “we (the 

scientific community) know much about 

what not to do when questioning people 

(i.e., interrogation approaches that tend to 

elicit false information from suspects). 

However, we don't know much about what 

will encourage those under questioning to 

be forthcoming with honest information... 

We intend to discover what interrogation 

methods work reliably, and--perhaps more 

importantly--why they work. To understand 

more about why certain interrogation ap-

proaches work, we will study the social/

situational aspects of investigative inter-

views, the personalities of both the inter-

viewer and interviewee, and cultural factors 

that tend to influence confidential informa-

tion sharing.” 

Way to go Michael! 



Mail Stop 313 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Reno, NV  89557-0027 

 

G R A N T  S A W Y E R  C E N T E R  F O R   
J U S T I C E  S T U D I E S  
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E V A D A ,  R E N O  

Phone: 775-784-6272 

Fax: 775-784-6273 

Email: cjs@unr.edu 

www.unr.edu/justicestudies/ 

 

Website Directory 
The following sites offer information on grant funding and job opportunities or other justice-related resources.  

American Political Science Association                    

www.apsanet.org 

Bureau of Justice Assistance       
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/ 

Bureau of Justice Statistics  

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs 

Center for Studies on New Religions 

http://www.cesnur.org/default.htm 

Community Court Resources                            

www.communityjustice.org 

Federal Judicial Center        
www.fjc.gov 

Global Legal Info. Network  

http://www.glin.gov/aboutGlin.do 

Government Statistics        

www.fedstats.gov 

Justice Management 
http://www.unr.edu/justicemanagement/ 

http://www.justicedegree.org/ 

Judicial Studies Program    
www.judicialstudies.unr.edu 

Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research 

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/index.html 

International Law Association   

www.ila-hq.org 

Law School Admissions Council               

www.lsac.org 

Legal Information Institute   

www.law.cornell.edu 

National Center for State Courts              

www.ncsconline.org 

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 

www.ncjfcj.org 

National Criminal Justice Reference Service 

www.ncjrs.org/fedgrant.html 

National Institute of Justice 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/ 

National Judicial College   

www.judges.org 

National Science Foundation                       

www.nsf.gov  

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Program 

ojjdp.ncjrs.org/grants/grants.html   

Project R.E.A.L.  

http://relevantlaw.org and http://lawforkids.org/ 

The Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy                   

http://www.defendingscience.org/index.cfm 

School of Social Research and Justice Studies 
http://www.unr.edu/ssrjs/index.html 

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 

http://www.sssrweb.org/ 

State Justice Institute Grant Info       

www.statejustice.org       

Substance Abuse Policy Research Program                            

www.saprp.org 

United Nations Crime & Justice Information Network                       

www.uncjin.org/ 

United States Department of Justice 

http://www.usdoj.gov/ 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES  

Association 
American Sociological Association   Las Vegas, NV   August 20-23, 2011 

International Society for Justice Research   Rishon LeZion, Israel  September 10-12, 2011 

Western Association of Criminal Justice   Reno, NV   October 19-21, 2011 

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion  Milwaukee, WI   October 28-30, 2011 

Conference on Empirical Legal Studies   Chicago, IL   November 4-5, 2011 

American Society of Criminology    Washington, DC   November 16-19, 2011 

American Academy of Religion    San Francisco, CA  November 19-22, 2011 

Conference Location Conference Dates 


