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cial psychology program) 

and Matt Leone (Associate 

Director of the Grant Saw-

yer Center for Justice Stud-

ies). Julie is now working as 

a survey research specialist 

at RTI International, Inc. in 

North Carolina .  

       On May 16, 2008, six of 

the Grant Sawyer Center for 

Justice Studies graduate re-

search assistants received 

advanced degrees in the 

field of social psychology. 

All of the RAs are students 

in the Interdisciplinary  

Ph.D Pro-gram in Social 

Psychology, which con-

ferred its first Ph.Ds in 1967 

at the University of Nevada, 

Reno. The Masters degree 

option was added in 2002.                       

       Lyssette Chavez, Janice 

Russell, Jennifer Shoe-

maker, Victoria Springer, 

and Josey Vargas completed 

their Masters en route to the 

Ph.D and one RA celebrated 

the culmination of her aca-

demic career at the Univer-

sity of Nevada, Reno. Dr. 

Julie Singer was hooded by 

Dr. Jim Richardson, director 

of the Grant Sawyer Center 

for Justice Studies and chair 

of her dissertation commit-

tee. Julie successfully de-

fended her dissertation, 

ñJurorsô emotional reactions 

to juvenile and adult crime: 

The impact on attributions 

and sentencing,ò on April 4, 

2008. Her committee was 

composed of Drs. Bill Ev-

ans, Monica Miller, Colleen 

Murray (Director of the so-

Sawyer Center Celebrates RA Graduates 

Center RAs (above, front row,  

from left) Janice Russell, Lyssette 

Chavez, Jennifer Shoemaker, 
(second row, from left) Josey Var-

gas, Victoria Springer, and Julie 
Singer pose with other graduating 

social psychology students and 
faculty. 

 

Dr. Jim Richardson with  
newly hooded Dr. Julie Singer. 

See COMMISSION,  pg. 2 

State Supreme Court  

Names GSCJS Director  

to Revision Commission 
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Sawyer Center RAs Receive  
Honors for Program Service 
      Two Sawyer Center RAs 

were recognized for their out-

standing service to the Inter-

disciplinary Ph.D Program in 

Social Psychology at a stu-

dent-faculty event in late 

May. Newly hooded Dr. Julie 

Singer and Vicky Springer 

were awarded honorable men-

tions for distinguished service 

to the program and students.     

       Julie was recognized for 

her invaluable contribution as 

the webmaster for program-

affiliated websites, her par-

ticipation in student events 

and service as a social psych 

club officer and student rep-

resentative to the faculty. 

Justice Management  
Program Updates 

Julieôs service this year was 

particularly memorable as a 

student member on the fac-

ulty admission committee. 

Julieôs contribution to the 

program has been generous 

and consistent during her 

years as a student in the pro-

gram.   

       Vicky Springer was rec-

ognized for all of the help she 

provided to the social psych 

club during the planning and 

carrying out of the social psy-

chology programôs 40th anni-

versary celebration in October 

2007. She has also made a 

significant contribution in the 

area of grant writing, specifi-

COMMISSION  
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cally in the area of budget 

calculation. Vicky has devel-

oped both exceptionally useful 

tools and training to aid others 

in their grant writing activities.  

     The winner of the service 

award and the honorable men-

tion recipients were decided 

by a committee, consisting 

of Dr. Colleen Murray as 

the Director of the program, 

Dr. Markus Kemmelmeier 

as the  social psych club 

advisor,  Alicia Summers as 

the social psych club events 

chair, and two other stu-

dents from the program. The 

committee felt that this 

yearôs nominees, went 

above and beyond in con-

tributing their time and ef-

fort to making the program a 

better experience for all.  

       

Dr. Julie Singer 

Dorothy Nash, J.D. 

Canon 3E(1), Canon 5, 5A(1) and 5C

(3)) in February, March, and Novem-

ber of 2007.  

      Pursuant to the Nevada Rules 

on the Administrative Docket, the 

Commission on the Amendment to 

the Nevada Code of Conduct was 

formed to study the revised Model 

Code of Judicial Conduct, and 

make recommendations regarding 

the amendments to the Nevada 

Code of Judicial Conduct to the 

Nevada Supreme Court.  

       The committee is composed of 

14 members from across the state, 

including lawyers, professors, and 

members of the judiciary. In addi-

tion to Dr. Jim Richardson, the 

committee includes fellow Reno 

residents John Arrascada, Esq., 

Hon. David Hardy, and Professor 

Warren Lerude of the University of 

Nevada, Reno Reynolds School of 

Journalism. The Nevada Supreme 

Court appointed Justice  A. William 

Maupin as the chair of the commit-

tee.   

Vicky Springer 

ing courses in Homeland Security 

for the program, specifically on the 

topics of threat groups and the im-

pact of homeland security issues on 

jurisprudence. 

      New courses under development 

include Juvenile Defendants in Adult 

Systems, Risk Assessment for Man-

agers, The Psychology of Criminal 

Behavior, The Substance Abusing 

Offender, and special seminar 

courses in Program Assessment and 

Public Speaking for Justice Manage-

ment Professionals. 

      JM students will converge at the 

NCJFCJ conference in Reno, this 

October to take advanta ge  

of credit-earning opportunities and  

to present information on profes-

sional projects they have carried out 

in their jurisdictions. 

      The JM program continues to 

grow, with 75 students registered in 

online courses during the first five 

months of 2008.  Activity on our 

instructional website has increased 

during this period, over the same 

period last year, by 148%.  This is 

due to the increased number of stu-

dents as well as increased online 

course offerings.  Also during this 

time period, ñhitsò on our website 

(which includes visits by guests 

seeking information about our pro-

gram) have increased by 59%. 

      The program welcomes new fac-

ulty member Dorothy Nash Holmes, 

J.D., who has served the State of 

Nevada in several capacities, includ-

ing: Deputy Director, Correctional 

Programs Division; Mental Health 

and Programs Services Administra-

tor; Washoe County District Attor-
ney; and Deputy Attorney General, 

Special Prosecutions Unit.  She also 

served on the Organized Crime Drug 

Enforcement Task Force for the U.S. 

Attorneyôs Office.  Dorothy is teach-
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Judicial Studies News 
and Scholarly Updates  

The Honorable Archie Blake, left, and the Honorable Chris McNeil, 

right, stand with former University president Joe Crowley, center. 

By Denise Schaar-Buis 

Program Officer 

 

       It is hard to believe that 

summer is almost over.  Sum-

mer UNR course offerings 

looked good, thanks once 

again to Nevada Senator 

Harry Reid. Senator was in-

strumental in JS receiving 

funding from the Byrne Me-

morial Fund to assist students 

with tuition costs. If you re-

ceived tuition assistance to 

attend a course Iôm sure Sena-

tor Reid would like to hear 

how this funding has been of 

benefit to you.  

       To help you plan ahead, 

the 2009 UNR JS course 

schedule follows: 

 

JS 750 ï Criminology 

June 8-18 

 

JS 735 ï Law, Social  

and Behavioral Science 

July 6-July 16 

 

JS 715 ï Justice, Law  

and Literature 

July 20-30 

 

JS 710  ï  

History and Theory  

of Jurisprudence 

July 6-30 

 

JS 745  ï Public Policy 

August 3-13 

 

JS 780 ï Special Topics 

Scientific Research Meth-

ods for Judges  

Feb. 2-April 24, 2009  

online 

ð with ð   

March 2-6, 2009 

on campus 

 

    Typically our day courses 

run Monday through Thurs-

day of each week from 8:30 

am to 4:30 p.m.  However, 

JS 715 will run Monday 

through Friday the first 

week, then Monday through 

Thursday the second week. 

Our night course (JS 710) is 

from 6:30 pm to 9:00 p.m. 

In JS 780, students will ex-

plore various quantitative 

and qualitative research 

designs and data collection 

methods used in the social 

sciences, including experi-

me n t s  a nd  q u a s i-

experiments, field and ob-

servational studies, secon-

dary data analysis, content 

analysis, survey methodol-

ogy, and evaluation re-

search.  Students will also 

learn about inherent threats 

to internal and external va-

lidity, and sampling tech-

niques used in social sci-

ence research. Students will 

apply this knowledge to the 

development of a research 

proposal related to a re-

search area of interest. 

      Three judges graduated 

with their advanced degrees 

in Judicial Studies in May 

2008. Kansas Judge Mat-

thew Dowdôs Masters thesis 

addressed whether sentenc-

ing guidelines eliminated 

sentencing disparity in Kan-

sas. Nevada Judge Archie 

Blakeôs Doctoral disserta-

tion described the develop-

ment of the rural drug court 

in a five county region in 

western Nevada, and also 

presented data demonstrat-

ing the great cost savings 

associated with this effec-

tive court.  The final gradu-

ate is Chris McNeil, an ad-

ministrative judge from 

Ohio. His Doctoral disserta-

tion compared different 

ways of organizing adminis-

trative law courts in various 

states, in an effort to dem-

onstrate how to make them 

more effective. The two 

Ph.D. graduates are shown 

here with former president 

Joe Crowley, who as one of 

his final acts as president 

sought approval for the 

new doctoral degree from 

the regents. Dr. Jim 

Richardson, director of the 

Judicial Studies program 

said, ñPresident Emeritus 

Crowley was always very 

supportive of the Judicial 

Studies program, and we 

were very pleased when he 

succeeded in gaining ap-

proval for the Ph.D. degree 

that builds on our successful 

twenty year old masterôs 

program.ò 

       Two judges will gradu-

ate with the advanced de-

grees in Judicial Studies in 

August 2008. Pennsylvania 

J udge  G lynnis  Hi l l 

(Philadelphia, Court of 

Common Pleas, 1st Judicial 

district)  completed  his 

Masters thesis titled, ñThe 

New Philadelphia Gun 

Court:  Is it Working?ò Ne-

vada Judge David Hardy 

completed his Masters the-

sis, titled, ñWho is Guarding 

the Guardians? A Localized 

Call for Improved Guardi-

anship Systems and Moni-

toringò, which is also being 

published as an article in the  
Nevada Law Journal. 

     Our students and gradu-

ates continue to do great 

things. Judge Hardy has 

been writing a series of es-

says on judicial ethics. In 

the February 2008 issue of 

The Writ (vol. 30, no. 2), 

Hardy Explores the relation-

ship between the courts and 

the media, drawing attention 

to the potentially damaging 

effect that ex parte commu-

n i c a t i o n c a n  ha v e  

on a litigantôs fundamental 

right to be heard. Judge 

McNeil has been appointed 

chair of a committee, formed 

by Ohio governor Ted Stick-

landôs regulatory reform 

task force, to study the fea-

sibility of creating a central-

ized panel of state adminis-

t ra t i ve  a d ju d i c a t o rs 

(commonly referred to as a 

central panel).  

     Finally, Judge McNeil, is 

a wonderful writer and suc-

cessful publisher and I have 

asked him to share his 

thoughts on the thesis/

dissertation writing process 

with you. Please read his 

article on pages 4 and 5.  
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by Chris McNeil 
 

      Earlier this spring I had occasion to 

reflect on the Judicial Studies Program 

and what it meant to me.  By January of 

2008 I had completed all of the residential 

courses required for my doctorate, and I 

knew part of my examination in defense 

of the degree would be to take stock of 

the work Iôve put into this endeavor.  

Doing so meant I needed to evaluate the 

impact of the course of study, on my 

professional life and on my life in gen-

eral. 

      Perhaps the single most significant 

consequence of my pursuit of the mas-

terôs, and then the doctorate, has been the 

publication of papers written for the 

courses offered at the University of Ne-

vada, Reno.  This probably isnôt an acci-

dent.  Whether we know it or not, judges 

who participate in the advanced degree 

programs offered by the UNR are 

uniquely positioned to contribute to the 

broader understanding of judicial practice. 

      While itôs still fresh, I would propose 

to offer a short outline of things to keep 

in mind for those in the Judicial Studies 

Program, particularly those working on 

their masterôs thesis. 

      Start thinking about your  

thesis topic early.   

      A masterôs thesis is, I think, intended 

to give you a chance to explore a topic 

that interests you.  Itôs not an appellate 

decision, and itôs not an essay.  While it 

tends to be more like a law review article 

than anything else, it need not be so 

heavily footnoted that it sucks the life out 

of your ideas.  The JS masterôs program 

anticipates youôll be at this for a year or 

two.  Early on, once you enter the pro-

gram, float ideas about what interests 

you.  The two-week courses offered by 

the JSP are ideal opportunities to do this.  

The first course I took was Professor 

Francisô course on language and the law.  

Over the course of the two weeks, I 

thought seriously about how language 

affects my judicial practice.  Although I 

didnôt come up with my masterôs thesis 

topic during this first course, I did recog-

nize the need to put into words what I 

wanted to explore in my thesis.  For the 

two weeks of the course, I had lots of 

discussions with my colleagues, both 

about what they were thinking about for 

their thesis topic and their thoughts on 

what I might develop for my own thesis. 

Test your topic at   

every opportunity. 

      Even though the masterôs program is 

designed to run from two to four years, 

you might be surprised how quickly that 

time passes.  Even though actually writ-

ing the thesis might take just a month or 

two, the thought that goes into the proc-

ess of developing a good thesis can take 

some time.  One thing that helps test your 

topic ï even if itôs just a fledgling thought 

and not a fully outlined thesis ï is a three-

hour orientation Professor Francis offers 

throughout the year, on how to organize 

your thesis.  Itôs free, thereôs no exam, just 

a very good discussion about the nature of 

a thesis.  I took this one twice, itôs that 

good.  During this course, youôll get a 

sense of the depth of treatment needed for 

this kind of writing, and youôll learn about 

the general flow of a good thesis.  Youôll 

be encouraged to describe the ideas youôre 

kicking around, to see whether they lend 

themselves to treatment as a thesis.  I sus-

pect the key at this stage is to corral your 

thoughts, so theyôre not running loose and 

all over the place.  My guess is that one of 

the lessons to learn, as you give voice to 

your topic, is to make sure it is sufficiently 

focused and narrow as to be feasible. 

      Beyond the short course offered by 

Professor Francis, you should also test 

your thesis topic with each of the profes-

sors in the UNR courses you attend.  

While you might not have the opportunity 

to go into great detail with the professors, 
you still should feel welcome to give a 

thumbnail sketch of the ideas behind your 

thesis, in each of the classes you take.  

This can be important for another reason 

as well: you need to choose three profes-

Thoughts on Getting it Written: 
The JSP Masters Program 

See  GET IT WRITTEN pg. 5  

sors to serve on your thesis committee.  If, 

for example, your thesis involves econom-

ics, you might consider floating your idea 

past Professor John Dobra, who teaches 

the course on economics and the law.  The 

earlier and more frequently you express 

the core ideas supporting your thesis, the 

more likely you are to focus on the 

strengths and limit the effect of the weak-

nesses of the topic. 

Use the library. 

      During the last residential course I 

took at the UNR, our professor, Charles 

Davis, took the class on a field trip to the 

UNRôs library.  Professor Davis, a visitor 

from the University of Missouri School 

of Journalism, thought it would be useful 

to see what kinds of resources are avail-

able.  This proved to be a godsend ï the 

staff at the library welcomed us, and 

spent a few hours showing how ad-

vanced research takes place in the UNRôs 

library.  I should note that by yearôs end, 

the universityôs new Mathewson-IGT 

Knowledge Center will open, offering an 

amazing array of resources for the re-

searcher.  That being said, it still makes 

sense to familiarize yourself with what 

the current library has to offer. 

      Note that because you are enrolled in 

the Judicial Studies Program, you are 

entitled to get a library card.  This in-

cludes access to the very useful online 

research library maintained by the UNR.  

Some points to look for: JSTOR and 

Hein-on-Line are to social scientists what 

Lexis and Westlaw are to judges and 

lawyers.  Once you have a general ink-

ling of what your thesis topic is, spend an 

hour or two at the library, using the com-

puter terminals there (get your access 

password from the IT desk at the library).  

If possible, ask the professor of the next 

UNR course you take to schedule an ori-

entation session for your class.  I was 

amazed at what I was able to find using 

these on-line repositories of scholarly 

journals.  Some of these are also avail-

able off-site, using your home computer, 

linked to the UNRôs library (see http://
www.library.unr.edu/).  Learn about 

these during your next visit to the cam-

pus. 
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Understand the formatting  

requirements. 

It should come as no surprise to find that 

your thesis has to be presented in a fairly 

structured format.  You canôt just write 

something and hope for the best ï even if 

you managed to get it published by a law 

review, your work wonôt count unless it is 

vetted first by your committee and then 

presented using the format requirements 

set by the University.  Ultimately a the-

sis tends to look and sound a lot like a 

law review article, but it is really impor-

tant that you familiarize yourself with 

the formatting rules set in place.  These 

rules are available on-line, and they in-

clude things like placement of the page 

numbers, weight and quality of paper 

(or use of jpegs and other computer-

based conventions if you elect to file 

your thesis electronically) (see http://

www.unr.edu/grad/forms/).  There are 

very strict title-page requirements, and 

there are a series of signatures you will 

need to present, from members of your 

thesis committee, once the thesis has 

been presented for their review. 

Clear the deck, and get it written. 

      Weôre all busy, and we probably 

always will be.  Still, the thesis is some-

thing that merits your attention, just as 

would be a trial brief or appellate deci-

sion.  Ideally, some of the time youôll 

spend at the UNR can be devoted to 

outlining the thesis.  Indeed, each of the 

JSPôs two-week programs offered by 

the UNR require you to write a paper, 

and any one of these papers can mature 

into your thesis.  (Even if they donôt 

turn out as thesis-grade writing, you still 

might consider offering them for publi-

cation.) 

        In theory, a thesis can be written in 

a weekend ï a long, intense weekend, to 

be sure, but a weekend nonetheless.  

What canôt happen in a weekend is the 

research leading up to the writing part.  I 

probably read over fifty law review arti-

cles and social science papers over the 

three months leading up to the month I 

wrote the thesis.  I had over a hundred 

excerpts from these articles, making sure I 

kept track of the author so that I could 

properly attribute the source in my thesis.  

By the time I was ready to clear the deck 

and write the paper, I had the raw material 

needed to support my premises.  Iôd been 

through Professor Francisô training about 

the outline of the paper, and I knew what 

kind of format the paper had to follow.  

The rest pretty much fell into place by 

itself. 

        Once the paper was written, and after 

it was vetted by my thesis committee, I 

looked for a place to get it published.  This 

isnôt required, but if you go to the trouble 

of writing something as substantial as a 

masterôs thesis, you might as well try to 

get it published somewhere.  Consider a 

service like Expresso, offered by the 

Berkeley Press (www.bepress.com).  Be-

fore I knew about Expresso, I would mail 

the papers I wrote for the UNR classes to 

a handful of law reviews, hoping to at-

tract the attention of the law review edi-

tors.  In this way, five of my six first 

papers for UNR courses were accepted 

for publication.  The sixth one, on the 

role of the prosecutor in post 9/11 pro-

ceedings, got no takers.  Then I learned 

about Expresso ï a service that lets you 

circulate your papers directly to law 

review editors.  The editors see an ab-

stract and if theyôre interested, they can 

see the whole paper.  At the time it cost 

$2.00 a journal, and I sent out abstracts 

to fifty journals.  Within five days I had 

two offers to publish the paper, and itôs 

now in print at the Widener Law Jour-

nal.  Assuming my dissertation is pub-

lished somewhere, I will have published 

a total of eight law review articles based 

on the courses I took through the Judicial 

Studies Program ï one for every class I 

took at the UNR. 

Conclusion 

        A parting thought: this is the kind of 

project that gets done only if youôre able 

to control your docket enough to permit 

you to sit and think once in a while.  The 

reflection, the introspection, the delibera-

tion that we put into deciding cases all 

come in handy here.  Chances are if 

youôve been on the bench for a while, you 

have what it takes to develop and write a 

thesis.  And as always, youôll never know 

unless you try. 

GET IT WRITTEN  
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       The University of Nevada, 

Reno Social Psychology Club, a 

student-run organization that pro-

motes scholarship, research, and 

other collaborations, sponsored a 

guest lecture by renown political 

psychologist, Dr. David Sears. 

Sears is best known for his theory 

of ñsymbolic racism.ò Sears and his 

colleagues developed a framework 

of symbolic racism while investi-

gating the origins and effects of a 

ñnew,ò post-civil -rights era, racism 

in politics. It is the most common 

and most politically powerful form 

of racism in American politics to-

day. Dr. Sears has also pursued the 

idea of ñblack exceptionalism,ò that 

white Americans treat Latinos and 

Asian Americans more like the 

European immigrants of a century 

age than like African Americans, 

who continue to face a relatively 

impermeable color line. 

       The Sears visit was hosted in 

conjunction with the UNR Inter-

disciplinary Ph.D Program in Social 

Psychology.  Sears spoke before a 

diverse audience of students, fac-

ulty, and other members of the 

UNR community as a lunch-time 

special presentation in the Joe 

Crowley Student Union Theater on 

May 8, 2008. 

Social Psych Club, 
Program Hosts 
David Sears Visit 


