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      I am very excited about my new duties 

as Associate Director of the Grant Sawyer 

Center for Justice Studies. We have all la-

bored diligently on the creation of the new 

School of Social Research and Justice Stud-

ies. Now that it is finally a reality, our task 

is to get the various departments and pro-

grams to work in a focused and concerted 

manner, and roll that energy into new re-

search ideas, new grant prospects, and in-

creased educational opportunities for both 

undergraduate and graduate students.  

        Jim Richardson and the entire group at 

the Sawyer Center have done amazing 

things with relatively few resources. I hope 

to add my ideas and energies into the mix, 
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      A team from the Sawyer 

Center is involved in the ma-

jor effort to preserve Walker 

Lake by getting more water 

into the lake. The level of this 

wonderful desert terminus 

lake has been dropping (145 

feet since 1882), causing in-

creasing salinity. This threat-

ens the fishery that exists 

there for the famous Lahon-

tan Cutthroat trout, as well as 

other wildlife that depend on 

the lake, which is a major 

stop on the flyways for mi-

gratory water birds in the 

western U.S..  

       Senator Harry Reid has 

found a way to allocate $70 

million toward this worthy 

effort. Most will be spent 

seeking to obtain water rights 

from willing sellers in a man-

ner that would result in more 

water flowing into the lake. 

Negotiations are taking 

place now, and it is hoped 

that there may be some an-

nouncements forthcoming 

soon about some agreements. 

    There is also considerable 

research being funded that is 

related to the overall goal of 

saving Walker Lake while 

not hurting the communities 

in the drainage area above 

the lake on the Walker River 

and its tributaries. This re-

search effort involves UNR 

and DRI scientists, and the 

research team is headed by 

Professor Michael Collopy, 

director of the Environ-

mental Sciences program 

here at UNR.  

      The Centerôs involvement 

and make what they already do even better. 

Along the way, I might even be able to 

come up with a few new ideas to enhance 

the Sawyer Centerôs effectiveness, but for 

now I just want to assist the Center in its 

highly regarded work.  

in the project is to assist with 

developing agreements that 

further the goals of the pro-

ject. A team of attorneys, 

water engineers, and others 

has been put together to help 

where needed as the negotiat-

ing team works on agree-

ments to purchase water 

rights.  

      Those on the Acquisitions 

Review Team include Jim 

Richardson, Center director, 

Sue Oldham, attorney, Don 

Springmeyer, attorney, Mike 

Buschelman, water engineer, 

Dean Dick Morgan and pro-

fessor of water law Doug 

Grant from Boyd Law 

School, as well as Bart Patter-

son, NSHE General Counsel.  

Dr. Leone, an associate professor in the Dept. of 
Criminal Justice, will be joining the Sawyer Center. 
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New School of Social Research and Justice Studies  
 

Welcomes First Brownbag Speaker: Stephanie Kent 

     The Grant Sawyer Center 

and UNR welcomed Scott 

Myers-Lipton to campus 

April 4 through 6 to provide 

a lecture to the university 

community about poverty 

and social justice issues. 

Scott's visit and subsequent 

main talk marked the first of 

hopefully many events and 

invited lectures associated 

with the new School. Scott 

has been a professor in the 

Department of Sociology at 

San Jose State University 

since 1999. His scholarly 

interests focus around pov-

erty and social justice. He has 

won a number of teaching 

awards and honors, and takes 

student learning very seri-

ously. He has helped students 

examine poverty and social 

justice issues by taking them 

to live at places such as 

homeless shelters, the Navajo 

and Lakota nations, and 

Kingston, Jamaica. During 

Scott's visit, he talked both to 

sociology classes and the 

broader university commu-

nity about his critically ac-

claimed new book, "Social 

Solutions to Poverty: Amer-

icaôs Struggle to Build a Just 

Society," which examines the 

issue of poverty from an in-

terdisciplinary and historical 

lens. He also spoke in inspir-

ing detail about the social 

action project, "The Gulf 

Coast Civic Works Project," 

coming out of his book. In 

his main talk, which attracted 

approximately 100 audience 

members, he inspired UNR 

students to get involved in 

the project, with a number of 

students meeting afterward 

and forming a chapter here 

at UNR. This story is fol-

lowed in more detail in a 

Social Solutions to Poverty  
Speaker Draws Undergrad,  
Graduate and Faculty Crowd  

        The New School of Social Re-

search and Justice Studies (SRJS) 

was honored to present Dr. Stephanie 

Kent as its first-ever brownbag lunch 

on March 1. Dr. Kent, a faculty mem-

ber at the University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas, presented her ongoing re-

search regarding the killings of police 

officers in the line of duty.  

        Stephanie Kent received her 

Ph.D in Sociology from Ohio State 

University in 2005 with interests in 

criminology and the politics of 

crime control. Dr. Kentôs current 

projects include a panel analysis of 

the sociopolitical factors that explain 

interracial homicide. In addition to 

the police and homicide studies, 

Stephanie has a research agenda that 

focuses on the death penalty both 

w i t h i n t he  U n i te d  S ta t e s 

 as well as cross-nation trends. Dr. 

Kent recently published a paper that 

examined the links between past 

lynchings and the number of current 

death sentences in U.S. states. Her 

work can be found in Social Prob-
lems, the American Sociological Re-

view, Criminology, and the Encyclo-
p e d i a  o f  D i s a b i l i t y.  

       The brownbag on March 1 drew 

special attention from both the Soci-

ology and Criminal Justice Depart-

ments, and the discussion focused on 

Dr. Kentôs use of archival data analy-

ses to explore important factors in 

police killings.     

recent issue of the UNR stu-

dent newspaper, "The Sage-

brush," at the paperôs  Web 

a d d r e s s :  h t t p : / /

nvsagebrush. com/news/
show/373. During their stay 

in Reno, Scott and family 

stayed with Clayton Peoples, 

one of our sociology faculty 

members, and also enjoyed a 

brief visit to beautiful Lake 

Tahoe before heading back 

Scott Myers-Lipton, left, visits with Dr. Clayton Peoples, right, 
and Claytonôs daughter, Bella, during his stay in Reno. 

The Honorable J. Matthew Martin, a 

judge in a Native American court in 

North Carolina and a student in the 

UNR Judicial Studies Program, will be 

featured in the April edition of the 

Campbell Law Review. His paper, ti-

tled "Federal Malpractice in Indian 

Country and the 'Law of the Place': a 

Re-examination of Williams v. United 

States Under Existing Law of the East-

ern Band of Cherokee Indians," ana-

lyzes the law applicable in malpractice 

cases occurring within Indian Country 

and brought under the Federal Tort 

Claims Act, applying the ñLaw of the 

Place.ò In his paper, Martin argues that 

the law of the Eastern Band of Chero-

kee Indians, including the customs and 

traditions of  

Publications Reflect 
Excellence of Judicial 
Studies Scholars 
Hon. J. Matthew Martin 

See Judicial Scholars,  pg. 4 
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      The Grant Sawyer Center for Justice 

Studies recently co-sponsored a visit to the 

UNR campus by Elliot Aronson and Carol 

Tavris that was arranged by psychology pro-

fessor Dr. Deborah Davis. As the lone win-

ner of all three of the American Psychologi-

cal Associationôs distinguished contribution 

awards (teaching, research, and writing), as 

well as the William James award for distin-

guished career contributions from the Asso-

ciation for Psychological Science, and count-

less other awards for distinguished contribu-

tions, Dr. Aronson is one of the most distin-

guished social psychologists of our times.  

        Elected by his peers as among the top 

100 psychologists of the century, Aronson 

Renowned Psych 
Scholars Aronson  
& Tavris Visit UNR  

has made fundamental contributions to the 

research literature, and has written a number 

of influential texts, including the Social 

Animal (translated into 16 languages and in 

the 10th edition), and the currently top sell-

ing social psychology textbook.. Carol 

Tavris is well known as an author of numer-

ous psychology textbooks, as well as other 

books and articles intended to enforce scien-

tific standards for the practice of psychology.  

       Aronson and Tavris gave an enthusiasti-

cally received colloquium attended by ap-

proximately 300 on April 17th, addressing 

self-justification processes in everyday lifeð

the topic of their just published book 

ñMistakes Were MadeðBut Not by Me.ò In 

addition, Dr. Aronson was the guest profes-

sor for the April 16th meeting of Dr. Davisô 

Social Influence seminar; and Dr. Tavris 

gave a small colloquium on science versus 

pseudoscience in expert testimony to those 

with forensic interests. 

Dr. Elliot Aronson 

Dr. Carol Tavris 

 

Summer Updates for Judicial Studies 

        The Grant Sawyer Center for 

Justice Studies is pleased to announce 

that select findings from the Science 

in the Law School Curriculum pro-

ject will be presented as part of the 

Law & Society Annual Meeting this 

July in Berlin, Germany. 

In 2005 James T. Richardson, 

Director of the Grant Sawyer Center 

for Justice Studies, and Mara L. 

Merlino, Post-Doctoral Fellow and 

former Center research assistant, 

were awarded $245,000 from the 

National Science Foundation to con-

duct a national survey of law school 

professors on teaching science-

related topics to law school stu-

dents.  

The multimodal survey, which 

included telephone and mail meth-

odology of law professors of gen-

eral evidence courses and courses 

with science content, was com-

pleted in late fall. The results from 

the subsequent analysis will be 

presented at the upcoming Law & 

Society Annual Meeting. 

Center Researchers 
to Present on Science 
in the Law School 

after, you must show proof of the MMR1 

and MMR2 (Measles, Mumps, and Ru-

bella and the booster) immunization.  I 

will not be permitted to register you in 

courses or sign off on graduation applica-

tions unless your immunization informa-

tion is on file and current.  I know this 

means that most of you will have to get a 

TD shot or booster, and I send my re-

grets, but the University is operating un-

der a directive from the U.S. Dept. of 

Health and Human Services and there is 

nothing that can be done.  To avoid regis-

tration and graduation issues, please sub-

mit a copy of your shot record to me as 

soon as possible. 

       Much like the world, the University 

is going high tech more and more each 

day.  Although the Graduate School 

gives the option for you to submit your 

thesis on-line, due to the complexity of 

the thesis committee, the Program does 

not permit this option to be utilized at 

this time.  JS students are still required to 

submit the appropriate number and kind 
of thesis copies to the department for 

submission. 

       We look forward to seeing everyone 

this summer. Stay tuned for 2008 offer-

ings. 

Denise Schaar-Buis 

Program Officer 
 

      It is hard to believe, but summer 

courses are upon us. Summer enrollment 

is looking good, and though books have 

been mailed, if you would like to jump in 

on a course, let me know.  Iôm working 

on the course line up for 2008 and hope 

to have it available by the end of May. 

         Once again, and thanks to the ef-

forts of Nevada Senator Harry Reid, the 

Judicial Studies Program has been fortu-

nate to receive funds through the Dept. of 

Justice to be used for tuition assistance 

for UNR courses.  Many of those who 

have received tuition assistance have 

asked whom to thank.  You may share 

your appreciation directly with Senator 

Reid at 528 Hart Senate Office Building, 

Washington, DC  20510.  I ask that you 

cc me on any correspondence for our 

records.  Thanks. 

        Something of particular interest to 

you, the University is requiring all stu-
dents to be current on their immuniza-

tions.  As of January 1, 2007, all students 

must provide proof of a current TD 

(Tetanus/Diphtheria) immunization.  In 

addition, if you were born in 1957 and 
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JUDICIAL SCHOLARS  
continued from pg. 3 

2006, and discusses the inconsistency 

of the Supreme Court of Ohio in dis-

tinguishing cases involving Wrongful 

Pregnancy, Wrongful Birth and 

Wrongful Life.  

 

Ryan's Essential Evidence Outlines 

        Published in February 2007, 

Ryan's Essential Evidence Outlines 

(iUniverse publishing, 2007), written 

by the Honorable Daniel P. Ryan, is 

both a scholarly and applied work 

based on over twelve years of teaching 

continuing legal and judicial education 

evidence seminars and lectures. Out-

lines is written for primary use by 

members of the judiciary, practitio-

ners, law professors and law students 

as a review of the essential elements 

of the Federal Rules of Evidence. 

      Ryan graduated from UNRôs Judi-

cial Studies Program in 2000 with a 

masterôs degree, and is now a Ph.D. 

student in that program, expecting to 

finish his work next year. The publica-

tion of Outlines served as independent 

study credits, supervised by Dr. James 

Richardson, professor of Sociology 

and Justice Studies and director the 

Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Stud-

ies, and in partial fulfillment of the 

Doctor of Philosophy degree in Judi-

cial Studies.  

R.E.A.L. Receives Good Press, Great 
Reviews from Students, Educators 

the Tribe, should have been utilized 
by the Federal Courts in lieu of the 

law of North Carolina in Williams v. 

United States in 2001. His work ulti-
mately suggests that the laws of re-

spective Tribes should be applied 
where Federal medical negligence has 

occurred.  

Hon. Paul Mitrovich  

      The Honorable Paul Mitrovich, a 

trial court judge from Ohio and a mas-

terôs degree graduate of the UNR Judi-

cial Studies Program who is now 

working on his Ph.D. in the program, 

will be featured in an upcoming edi-

tion of the Ohio Northern Law Review 
of the Ohio Northern University 

School of Law. Mitrovich has submit-

ted two papers: "Ohio Battered 

Woman Syndrome Statute May Not 

Be Enforceable under Daubert," and 

"Ohio Wrongful Pregnancy, Wrongful 

Birth and Wrongful Life Law needs 

To Be Revisited to Obtain a More 

Equitable Result and consistency Of 

Law." Judge Mitrovich's piece on 

wrongful pregnancy, wrongful birth, 

and wrongful life was written for the 

medical legal issues course at UNR, 

taught by Dr. Richard Bjur in January 

       With Ryanôs handy reference re-

source, legal practitioners find Out-

lines  assists them as a guide in 

quickly finding answers to evidentiary 

issues that arise during trial; for law 

school professors to assist them in the 

preparation of their lectures and 

course materials; and for law students 

as a summary of Federal Rules of Evi-

dence and in preparation for the bar 

examination as a review of the essen-

tial elements of the Federal Rules of 

Evidence. Because of it's convenience 

and completeness, Outlines is already 

becoming essential reading for all cur-

rent and budding legal professionals 

who wish to gain a better understand-

ing of the substantive laws of evi-

dence. 

        Daniel P. Ryan has served as a 

District and Circuit Judge in Michigan 

since 1994, an adjunct professor of 

law at Cooley Law School, University 

of Detroit-Mercy Law School, and 

Ave Maria Law Schools beginning in 

1989, and a faculty member at the 

National Judicial College since 1996. 

He has taught numerous Evidence and 

continuing judicial and legal education 

programs in the United States, the 

Pacific Judicial Council and for the 

Pacific Islands Legal Institute.  

       Receiving recent atten-

tion in the Las Vegas Review 
Journal (March 5, 2007 - 

Nevada and the West; March 

27, 2007 - Viewpoint), Project 

R.E.A.L. continues to change 

young lives for the better.    

        Relevant Education 

About the Law (R.E.A.L.) is 

a privately funded founda-

tion that helps students of all 

ages understand democracy 

and the Constitutions and 

judicial systems of Nevada 

and the United States. The 

recent press coverage in the 

Las Vegas Review Journal 

extolled the virtues of the 

program as an opportunity 

for teens to get an up-close 

and personal view of the true 

workings of the criminal 

justice system. From this 

courtroom to the holding 

cell, the grim realities for 

those individuals who find 

themselves on the wrong 

side of the law take on dis-

mal clarity as students tour 

real facilities and come face-

to-face with real conse-

quences.  

        Project R.E.A.L. began 

in February 2005 as the 

brainchild of Las Vegas de-

veloper Irwin Molasky, who 

at the time served on the 

board of the National Judi-

cial College. Irwin was in-

spired by a similar program 

in Boston and accordingly 

created his own in Clark 

County with the help of legal 

icon Sam Lionel. The Saw-

yer Center for Justice Stud-

ies was integrally involved 

in the development of the 

program, with Andre 

Walton, a Center        RA 

and doctoral candidate in 

Social Psychology being See R.E.A.L.,  pg. 5 

Andre Walton, above, was a Grant 
Sawyer Center RA  and doctoral 

candidate in the Interdisciplinary 
Social Psychology Program when he 

helped develop Project R.E.A.L.. 


