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The Honorable Thelton Henderson, U.S. 

9th District Court Judge for the Northern Dis-

trict of California, was the key speaker and 

honored guest at this yearôs Constitution Day 

Events at UNR from September 18 to 20. 

Sponsors of the event hosted screenings 

of  Judge Hendersonôs film ñSoul of Justice: 

Thelton Hendersonôs American Journey,ò di-

rected by award-winning director Abby 

Ginzberg, which chronicles his experiences as 

a young man  in the Civil Rights as the first 

African-American attorney in the Civil Rights 

Division of President Kennedyôs Justice De-

partment in the 1960s. 

Judge Hendersonôs speech, also titled 

ñSoul of Justice,ò on the evening of Septem-
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Regentsô approval of the 

new School of Social Re-

search and Justice Studies, 

effective January 1, 2007, 

will launch a new chapter in 

the history of the Grant Saw-

yer Center for Justice Stud-

ies. The Sawyer Center will 

be a major participant in the 

new school, which will also 

include the Sociology and 

Criminal Justice depart-

ments. The school will be 

located within the College of 

Liberal Arts, headed by 

Dean Heather Hardy, who 

has been very supportive of 

the effort to consolidate so-

cial science research and 

policy programs related to 

social justice within the col-

lege.  

The new school has been 

in development for several 

years, supported by faculty 

and departments associated 

with disciplines dealing with 

social justice issues and with 

the justice system. The Soci-

ology and Criminal Justice 

departments are strong re-

search oriented departments 

which will work with the 

Sawyer Center to increase 

upper division and graduate 

offerings in the justice area, 

to develop more funded re-

search projects in the justice 

area, and to have more out-

reach activities for students 

and the general public. The 

specific proposal approved 

by the university administra-

tion and regents was devel-

oped by a committee made 

up of Center Director Jim 

Richardson, Grant Stitt, Matt 

Leone of the CJ faculty and 

The Hon. Proctor Hug, left, Jr.. Hon. Thelton  

Henderson, center, and Hon. William  Dressel, right.. 

ber 20 was held in the Tom C. Clark Audito-

rium of the National Judicial College. Univer-

sity representatives in attendance included the 

Hon. Proctor Hug, Jr., the Hon. William F. 

Dressel and Dr. Jim Richardson of the Grant 

Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, to name 

only a few. 

Clayton Peoples and Mariah 

Evans from Sociology. 

The school will include 

the degree programs cur-

rently administered within 

the Sawyer Center. This in-

cludes the successful Judicial 

Studies graduate degree pro-

gram for trial judges, offered 

in conjunction with the Na-

tional Judicial College and 

the National Council of Ju-

venile and Family Court 

Judges, which has been oper-

ating since 1988. This pro-

gram has graduated over 100 

judges with masterôs de-

grees, and had its first Ph.D. 

graduate this past spring. Jim 

Richardson said, ñOver two-

thirds of the masterôs thesis 

done have been published in 

See Social Research,  pg. 3 



Thanks to Senator Harry 

Reid and his staff, the Justice 

and Judicial Studies programs 

will once again benefit from a 

two year Congressional earmark 

Byrne grant in the amount of 

$148,000 administered through 

the Office of Juvenile Justice De-

linquency Prevention (OJJDP). 

OJJDP, a component of the 

Office of Justice Programs, De-

partment of Justice, accomplishes 

its mission by supporting states, 

local communities, and tribal ju-

risdictions in their efforts to de-

velop and implement effective 

programs mainly for juveniles. 

OJJDP sponsors numerous re-
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Early in 2005 James T. Richardson, Direc-

tor of the Grant Sawyer Center for Justice 

Studies, and Mara L. Merlino, Post-Doctoral 

Fellow and former Center research assistant, 

were awarded $245,000 from the National 

Science Foundation to conduct a national sur-

vey of law school professors on teaching sci-

ence-related topics to law school students. 

The multimodal survey consisting of tele-

phone and mail methodology of law profes-

sors of general evidence courses and courses 

with science content is now complete, and 

project staff are currently analyzing the survey 

data.  Professors were asked for information 

about their courses, their affiliations with   pro-

fessional   organizations,  

Science in Law School  
after Daubert v. Merrell 
Dow Pharmaceuticals 

FEDERAL EARMARK FOR  

SAWYER CENTER PROGRAMS 
search, program, and training ini-

tiatives; develops priorities and 

goals and sets policies to guide 

federal juvenile justice issues; 

disseminates information about 

juvenile justice issues; and 

awards funds to states to support 

local programming across the 

nation. 

The earmark will continue to 

provide scholarships to judges 

working toward their Master's or 

Ph.D. in Judicial Studies at the 

University of Nevada, Reno.  It 

will also be used to further de-

velop the new Master in Justice 

Management program, which has 

a juvenile justice management 

component. 

The following describes 

a program begun under the 

auspices of the Sawyer 

Center two years ago, 

working with the National 

Judicial College, using 

funding from Irwin Molasky 

of Las Vegas. We are grateful 

for this support, and pleased 

at the accomplishments of 

this fine program. 

1. Court tours.  

We had our second do-

cent training of this aca-

demic year this week with 

four docents (including 

óMiss Nevadaô) being 

trained last week and four 

this week. The trainees have 

all been very positive and 

enjoyed their training ex-

perience greatly. If most of 

these trainees come on 

board wholeheartedly we 

will be in a much better 

situation regarding court 

tours than last term. We 

have signed a memorandum 

of understanding with 

Catholic Charities to work 

closely with them to obtain 

as many volunteer tour 

guides as we need. 

i. The Foundation is now 

paying for parking for our 

tour guides and provides a 

$10 voucher for the local 

deli (for which we actually 

pay $9) for lunch. Particu-

larly for the retirees, this is 

some mitigation for their 

travel costs and shows our 

appreciation for their efforts. 

Some of our grant money is 

specifically for tours and we 

anticipate these lunch ex-

penses coming out of those 
funds. 

ii. We have just sent a 

5th Grade Teacher Guide to 

the printers which represents 

a significant step in making 

our court systems more ac-

cessible to younger students. 

iii. We have conducted 

three tours so far this aca-

demic year and distributed 

our exciting new materials to 

the teachers and students 

(posters, Stay-out-of-Jail-

Free cards, and pocket con-

stitutions). The materials that 

teachers receive now pro-

mote the LawForKids web-

site and suggest that teach-

ers assign the quizzes as 

part of the debrief (see be-

low). 

 

2.LawForKids . 

Significant strides have 

been made with our two 

websites over the past few 

months and there are excit-

ing things to report. 

i. A quizz relating to the 

tour of the Regional Justice 

Center and the U.S. District 

Court are now online. Once 

students have successfully 

completed either or both of 

these quizzes they can print 

a personalized certificate 

which they can take to  class 

to show they completed 

their assignment. The teach-

ers we have spoken to were 

very enthusiastic about this 

and, of course, it takes stu-

dents and teachers to the 

website. 

ii. Our hits are up to 18,516 

page hits at LawForKids, with 

2,527 unique visitors (as of 

November 2, 2006). There is 

clearly a lot of promotional 

work to be done, but some-

thing like 85% of these hits 

occurred over the last two 

months and I anticipate that 

the court tour quizzes will 

represent a major promotion 

of the site. It seems unlikely 

that all kids visited 9 pages 

of the site, which means that 

we do have óreturn custom-

ersô, which is encouraging. 

iii. We have received 

our first batch of student 

questions entered through 

the web site currently being 

answered by our volunteer 

attorneys (Matt Policastro 

Project R.E.A.L Update: November 2, 2006 
Whatôs happened so far in the 2006-07 school year 

Update by Andre Walton, Ph.D. and Judy Simpson  

See R.E.A.L Update,  pg. 4 

See Law School,  pg. 3 
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ñOver two-thirds of the 

masterôs thesis done have 

been published in law re-

views or academic journals, 

and are effecting policy 
around the country. We are 

very proud of that record.ò 

The newly approved Jus-

tice Management masterôs 

degree program also will be a 

part of the new school. This 

program, with most of its of-

ferings occurring on-line, al-

ready has nearly 50 students 

enrolled, and will have its first 

graduates this coming year. 

That program is headed by 

Jane Robinson, assisted by 

Ken Gibson, who handles the 

on-line aspects of the pro-

gram. Richardson said, ñThe 

program is meeting a real 

need for justice system profes-

sionals in Nevada and for the 

nation. We are pleased with 

the progress of this new 

program.ò 

The Sawyer Center has a 

number of research projects 

underway, as well as educa-

tion and public service pro-

gramming to assist the State. 

Included are research projects 

on the use of science in the 

courtroom, science education 

in law schools, educational 

research related to No Child 

Left Behind federal law, 

judicial stress and its allevia-

tion, legal treatments of minor-

ity religions, as well as training 

in the area of terrorism for first 

responders being trained at the 

Fire Science Academy and the 

effort to save Walker Lake 

which is receiving consider-

able attention of late. Cur-

rently twelve Research Assis-

tants and several other stu-

dents workers, as well as a 

number of university faculty 

and others are involved in 

these projects.  

SOCIAL RESEARCH 
continued from pg. 1 

their attendance at professional and 

academic conferences, seminars, and 

CLE courses, and their views on the 

role of law school professors and how 

this role is influenced by the practice 

environment.  Data collection for the 

second component of the study, a con-

tent analysis of the course materials 

used by law professors to teach these 

relevant courses will be conducted to 

obtain information about the dissemina-

tion sources and course content, is cur-

rently underway. 

The overall goal of this project is to 

provide a theoretically informed empiri-

cal assessment of the current extent and 

scope of relevant science education in 

the curricula of ABA accredited law 

schools.  Although many legal educators 

and practitioners have recognized the 

need for interdisciplinary and multidis-

ciplinary education, Merlino, Dillehay, 

Dahir, and Maxwell (2003) found that 

relatively few law schools presently 

offer courses or include content in their 

regular evidence courses that meet the 

need for basic education in science es-

tablished by changing precedents and 

statutes following the Daubert trilogy.    

It is important to understand 

whether, and in what ways, law schools 

are preparing their students to meet the 

demands of the current practice environ-

ment.  Law schools are the primary 

agent by which law students are social-

ized into their future roles within the 

legal profession.   

Understanding the practices and 

opinions of law school professors, the 

nature of the institutions that offer such 

courses, and the structure of the legal 

culture in which the institutions are 

imbedded is important, however, be-

cause future attorneys are initiated by 

their legal education into the knowledge 

and practices that shape the production 

and diffusion of scientific evidence 

within the legal system.  

LAW SCHOOL  
continued from pg. 2 

CHICAGO, Nov. 8, 2006  

American Bar Association President 

Karen J. Mathis today released this statement 

about amendments defeated in South Dakota 

and Colorado relating to the judiciary:  

"Fair and impartial courts are essential to 

democracy and protect our rights under the 

Constitution. The voters of South Dakota and 

Colorado reaffirmed the common sense of 

the country in defeating measures that would 

have had a devastating effect on the imparti-

ality of our courts. judges should decide 

cases on the basis of fact and law, not on the 

basis of political opinion from those who 

would control them.  The voters of these two 

states clearly understood the threat posed by 

their respective referenda on judges.  The 

American Bar Association applauds their 

wisdom, courage and decisiveness." 

ABA  President Mathis Speaks  
on Initiatives Involving South  
Dakota and Colorado Judges 

Con-
The Judicial Studies Program 

would like to congratulate Judge 

Larry Sage, Nevada (thesis: Applying 

Felony Drug Court Concepts in the 

Lower Courts: Should We Modernize 

Misdemeanor Sentencing?), and Judge 

David Dreyer, Indiana (thesis: Cul-

ture, Structure, and Pro Bono Prac-

Dr. Jim Richardson, 

left, of the Grant 

Sawyer Center for 
Justice Studies, joins 

the Hon. Larry 
Sage, one of the 

2006 graduates,, 
center, and National 

Judicial College 

President the Hon. 
William Dressel, 

right, during the 
NJCôs December 

ceremony. 

tice) who graduated in December with 

their Masterôs of Judicial Studies. For 

those anticipating graduation, applica-

tions are now completed on-line. 

Please contact the JSP office to make 

sure all necessary paperwork and 

coursework is in order prior to com-

pleting application.  
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the Community College this 

week to nail down the best 

way to get students  

to serve as our actors. We 

anticipate having pilot pres-

entations in local high 

schools early in the Spring 

term. 

 

4. Foundations  

of Democracy (FOD).  

Our immediate goal, 

which will be completed on 

Nov. 4, is to help the principals 

at Jo Mackey Magnet School 

and Eva Wolfe Elementary 

School have all their new 

teachers trained. Both schools 

will have total participation of 

their K-4 teachers. Both of 

these schools have been in-

volved with the Civitas teacher 

exchange program with Bosnia 

and Herzegovina and several 

members of their faculties will 

participate in a video confer-

ence with teachers in Sarajevo 

on November 9th. Because of 

our involvement in this project, 

the Civitas program is paying 

for the books we are using in 

this training. Looking ahead, 

we have begun setting up ap-

pointments with principals  

to expand the FOD program  

to at least four new schools. 

We plan on training the new 

teachers in January, 2007, 

with the goal of having 1500 

students participating in 

FOD this school year. 

 

5. Fund raising.  

Three of our grant pro-

posals have so far been 

awarded: $5000 from Ne-

vada Power to fund school 

busses for the court tours; 

$2200 from the Stern Family 

Foundation to buy FOD mate-

rials; and $250 from Southwest 

Gas which is not allocated. 

Additional proposals for sig-

nificantly larger sums have 

been submitted to the Rey-

nolds Foundation, Stations 

Casinos and the Agassi Foun-

dation. We will learn the re-

R.E.A.L. Update 
continued from pg. 2 

Fire Science Academy,  
UNR Expand Terrorist  
Incident Training  

As the Fire Science Academy en-

ters its third year training municipal 

and rural firefighters on responding to 

terrorist incidents in their community a 

team of UNR faculty headed by Mar-

kus Kemmelmeier, Sociology Depart-

ment, is busy developing course work 

to extend the U.S. Department of En-

ergy (DOE) funded training to a larger 

national audience.  The team is devel-

oping course work for two new pro-

grams to be offered in fall of 2007.   

The new programs are being devel-

oped based on overwhelming demand 

of participants who have previously 

c omp le te d  the  D O E funde d 

ñResponding to terrorist incidents in 

your community: Flammable-liquids 

fire fighting techniquesò program, and 

to meet a recognized need to expand 

the risk preparedness training to serve 

more first responders and emergency 

managers nationwide. 

The new courses will provide ad-

vanced training in two different areas 

of risk preparedness. A ñTrain-the-

Trainerò course will supplement the 

current DOE funded program with fire-

fighters being instructed in depth on 

the content and delivery of the current 

training program.  At the end of the 

week long training program partici-

pants will be certified to present the 

training program to first responders in 

their local communities. 

A new training course in ñLarge 

Scale Disastersò will provide upper level 

training to expose executives and manag-

ers who may be on the front line of deci-

sion making with such events. This 

program seeks to inform participants 

concerning what might be expected in 

community response to large scale dis-

asters including terrorist incidents and 

natural disasters.  The large scale disas-

ter management training program will 

explore previous terrorist events in 

U.S. history as well as project potential 

community responses to suicide bomb-

sults in December and January 

with hopeful distribution of 

funds soon thereafter. 

We have also reached the 

second stage in our proposal 

to the Nevada Community 

Foundation which will be submit-

ted next week. That proposal is 

very interesting because it re-

quires bringing together the dif-

ferent segments of the com-

munity (thus our new relation-

ship with Catholic Charities. 

We are always looking 

into new funding opportunities 

and the latest leads are 

Wendyôs, Pulte and Target 

Stores. Any suggestions you 

may have would be appreci-

ated. As ever we greatly ap-

preciate your support and 

suggestions regarding the 

direction and materials of 

our programs. 

ings or biological terrorism based on 

responses to events internationally. 

The new programs will be show-

cased at a conference to be scheduled in 

June of 2007. The conference to be held 

at the Fire Science Academy in Carlin, 

Nevada will bring firefighters, emer-

gency management leadership and policy 

makers from around the country to see 

the facility in action and to receive ad-

vanced training on how to deal with 

modern terrorist related emergencies 

and large scale disaster incidents in their 

communities. 

answered by our volun-

teer attorneys (Matt Policas-

tro and Jacob Bundick from 

Lionel, Sawyer & Collins,) 

and that part of the system 

seems to work well. 

iv. We also have several 

more exciting games and quiz-

zes up and running on the site, 

most of which have personal-

ized certificates which can be 

printed after successful com-

pletion. We hope this encour-

ages students and teachers to 

come back and use the site. 

 

3. Drama project.  

After we visited the Immi-

gration Court and received 

help from a student of Mexican 
decent to make sure we were 

using terminology that would 

be understood and realistic for 

students, we have completed a 

draft script of our drama pres-

entation. We have a meeting at 
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The new Masters of Ju-

dicial Management Degree 

Program at the University of 

Nevada, Reno, is growing 

strong thanks in part to the 

integrity of the Internet as a 

major resource of researching 

and locating graduate degree 

programs.  

The website www.unr.edu/ 

justicemanagement, the home 

page for the program, is 

monitored for details on first 

time and returning visitors. 

Since the siteôs inception in 

June 2005, there has been 

over 3,300 first time visitors 

and over 13,000 returning 

visitors. Spikes in activity 

correspond to marketing efforts 

such as direct e-mail and to the 

presence of program representa-

tives at professional conferences. 

Several applicants have communi-

cated that after much research, 

this is the only program they 

have found offering everything 

they are looking for in a pro-

gram of study. 

Another important way in 

which new students have been 

recruited is by recommendation 

of current students. The is seen 

as a positive reinforcement of 

the programôs reputation in 

MA in Justice Management 
Continues to Grow Strong 

the community of justice 

system professionals.  

The program began in 

November 2005, with a begin-

ning class of 15 students. In less 

than a year, the number of stu-

dents has increased over 125% 

and the program now supports 

34 students, and another 10 

applications are currently under 

consideration. Most of the stu-

dents are full-time working 

professionals, some with gradu-

ate degrees in related fields. The 

program is now attracting a new 

faction of students who have 

recently finished their under-

graduate degrees and are inter-

ested in pursuing a masterôs 

degree in a program where they 

will learn about law and the 

justice system and about man-

agement of the courts affiliated 

agencies. 

The online courses have 

been very successful due to 

individualized technical assis-

tance provided to students and 

instructors. New enhance-

ments have been added to 

courses, such as audio lec-

tures, videos, and other multi-

media instructional materials. 

Students interact with each 

other and with instructors and 

share experiences from differ-

ent jurisdictions which further 

broadens the educational ex-

perience for participants. An-

other special aspect of this 

program is provided by the 

NCJFCJ and NJC. These or-

ganizations provide opportu-

nities for students to earn 

credits for special courses 

conducted at conferences or 

other on-site locations. This 

has proven to be an excellent 

way for students meet their 

classmates and instructors in a 

robust, academic, and social 

setting. 

With both online and on-

site courses, and through the 

continuing cooperation of 

NCJFCJ, NJC, and other sup-

porting organizations, the pro-

gram can employ the very 

best academic faculty, includ-

ing judges and other profes-

sional experts from around the 

country. These opportunities 

are essential to the promotion 

of a curriculum that is on top 

of current justice issues de-

veloping across the nation. 

The curriculum includes a 

Professional Project where 

students will design, imple-

ment, and evaluate a program 

for improvement of some 

aspect of the justice system. 

This allows students to con-

tribute in a real way, putting 

their academic efforts to im-

portant practical use. It is an-

ticipated that this program will 

earn a place at the forefront in 

justice education. 

 

January 8-18:  

Law Social and Behavioral Science  

(registration closed) 
 

June 11-2:  

Law and Economics  
 

July 9-19:  

Comparative Law 
 

July 9-August 2 : 
History and Theory of Jurisprudence 

 

July 23-August 2:  

Media and the Courts 

Judicial Studies: 2007 UNR Courses 
and JSP Scholarship Information 

Registration for the summer 

courses will begin the first of 

March.  Be looking for registration 

information and forms in the mail.  

For a complete listing of all UNR, 

NJC, and NCJFCJ courses in 2007 

visit the Judicial Studies website at 

www.judicialstudies.unr.edu and look 

at the 2007 Program Description.   

 

Scholarships 
 

Thanks once again to Nevadaôs 

Senator Harry Reid, the Judicial 

Studies Program received an 

earmark from the Department of 

Justice that provides a small scholar-

ship fund as well as start up funds 

for the new Masterôs of Justice Man-

agement program.  If there is need 

for financial assistance, with your 

registration form please provide a 

letter indicating funding available at 

the state, county, city level, past 

funding received through the JSP, 

current status in the program, and 

current funding need.  


