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Judicial Studies Program Honors
First Ph.D. Graduate

L EERET Y  and MJS graduates.  Stephanie and

: Joe Maltese, a judge from New

York, had developed the petition to
present to Crowley urging that he
support establishing a Ph.D. degree
in JS. Both Maltese and Domitrovich

were one of dozens of judges who
had obtained the JS master's degree
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First Program Graduate and they wanted more!
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Judicial Stress Project and authorized preparation of a de-
, gree proposal for the Ph.D. in Judi-
FSA Program Evaluation . .
cial Studies. That degree program
New Daubert Grant was finally approved in Crowley's
RA & Student Recognition - s &8 last regents’ meeting in 2001, and
From left to right Grant Sawyer Center Director, Dr. James i
JudgeDomitrovich Richardson; Judge Stephanie Domitrovich, Ph.D.; & University could be. considered One of the last
) of Nevada, Reno Presidenr. Joseph Crowley acts of his |_Ong and fruitful career as
Roger Harris _ _ _ UNR's president.
Project R.EA.L. In this newsletter there is a short article on the When Stephanie received her

very first graduate of the Judicial Studies Ph.D.degree and visited with President
program, Judge Stephanie Domitrovich, fromcrowley he chuckled and reminded
Erie, PA. What was not said in that story is thather of this visit and said, "l just did

Judge Domitrovich was one of two judges whohat you told me to do."

visited with thenPresident Cr0W|ey back in Thanks Joe! We appreciate

2000, carrying a petition signed by a number ofyoyr jong years of support of the Ju-
judges in the Master of Judicial Studies programyicjal Studies program.
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Grant Sawyer Center Establishes New
A Research Assistant Positions

n anonymous donor has contributed funds to establish four new Grant Sawye

Website Directo Center Research Assistants. The RAs are dedicated to students in the Social Psychol
ry o X o
-,, - doctoral program who are studying in the area of social psychology and law and social ju
g - tice.

fw‘\ @ Jim Richardson, Director of the Cent
- - cant contribution. We have had difficulty securing funds to support RAs for the Center, an

i \; this helps immensely. The contribution has allowed us to admit some of the top applican
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CLE Courses
NCJFCJ Conferences

00 N N N oo o g 0 b~ B W W W owNDDNDDN R

AL

in the country, and they will be a boon to the Grant Sawyer Center and the Social Psych
ogy doctoral program as well . 0

The four RAs are for two years each, subject to renewal if adequate progress
Y . s being made toward the degree. The students receiving these RAs will be working on pr
& 8 jects at the Center that are focused on improvements in the justice system. They will al
be working on future grant applications in that area.
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GSCJS Researchers Examine Judicial Stress in Mulphase Research Project

The increasing frequency of courthouse violence hasurvey inquires about what suggestions judges have for further
become a source of rising concern in recent years. The recesducer judicial stress.
shooting of a family court judge in Reno and the highly publi- The second project involves review articles to be sub-
cized shooting at the Fulton County Courthouse in Atlanta imitted toJudicatureand theJudges Journal The topics of the
March of 2005 that left a federal judge and two court personnaiticles include the potential implications for the legal system if
dead highlights what has become a growing phenomenon. WhHilglicial stress is not addressed and eventually relieved. GSCJS
research regarding juror stress exists, little research in the areaesfearchers address the need for research in the area of judicial
judicial stress has been conducted. Thus, a researcher team asttess due to the lack of literature in the area and the growing
Grant Sawyer Center headed by Dr. Monica Miller has beesafety concerns for judges. The judge is the central figure in the
working on several projects that involve judicial stress. The ultcourt, and is the sole authority and decismaker. With this
mate goal of the projects is to conduct a lessgale survey of powerful and important position comes many stressors. In addi-
judges regarding the stressors in their lives. tion to normal workplace stressors including workload and long

Preparations for the largecale survey of judges in- hours, recent events of courtroom violence, such as the Atlanta
cluded several smaller projects. The first was the subject osahoot i ngs and t he murder of F
grant proposal submitted to the American Psychelamy Soci- ily in Chicago, have added new sources of stress to the lives of
ety (APLS). GSCJS research assistant, Ashley Dolezilek, wpglges. The need for interventions such as pre ortpakte-
awarded a student grant by APLS to fund a pilot study. The pilbtiefings and collaborative techniques are also discussed in the
study aims to investigate different causes and consequencesauicle.
judicial stress. Of primary importance are the factors leading to In addition, other papers are being written regarding
judicial stress, including stress coming directly from the job (e.gudicial stress in general. One paper concerns measures of stress
viewing gruesome evidence, making difficult decisions, presidingnd other aspects of occupational disturbances. A second paper
over different types of trials) and secondary stressors (e.g., issigea position paper submitted to the potential funders in April of
of safety, media in the courtroom, and fear of violence). Thais year. The paper discussed the need for research in the arec
survey also investigates what judges have done to combat strekgudicial stress, and outlined the direction future research
(e.g., seeking counseling, and safety precautions). Lastly, tsigould take.

GSCJS Conducts Program Evaluation for FSA Training

After the events of September™, 12001 the U.S. Gov- attendees thought of the program, but how the program is influ-
ernment established the Office of Homeland Security. Fedemaicing community safety around the country. The evaluation
money put into the program was then granted to state and lopabject is utilizing an oi#line survey in which attendees are re-
governments in an effort to create and improve emergency sporting on items such as their use of the training in an actual
vices, particularly in response to terrorist events. As part of thesnergency, the sharing of information with other first respond-
national effort, the Fire Science Academy (FSA), a program efs in the community, identifying potential terrorist targets in
the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR), used grant money to diieir communities, and the development of local response
velop and provide free training to fire fighters from across thprotocols.
county. The program, taught by FSA personnel, UNR professors, The first phase of the evaluation is still in progress.
and UNR graduate students associated with the Grant Sawimtial findings show that not only are the fire fighters who at-
Center for Justice Studies (GSCJS), covered not only practitehded the training satisfied and grateful for the training pro-
flammable liquids fire fighting techniques, but also informatiomgram, but that the information they received is being spread
on terrorist targets and understanding the psychology of terroriisough their communities and the training has served as the
and the effects of these types of events on a community. starting point for community wide planning for terrorist events.

To assist the FSAds ef f oThe GSCJS iscpoondta be alde tat aksistsnot bnlyahie FSAN byt
gram, the GSCJS is conducting a program evaluation of the priso first responders across the country in being prepared to re-
ject. The evaluation is gathering information on not just what treond should the unthinkable happen again.

Another Daubert Grant for GSCJS Researchers

The Sawyer Center continues to build its reputation on ttseveral years of cases to determine how experts have been usec
use of scientific and other expert evidence in court. It has doheth before and after the major 1993 Daubert decision that re-
considerable research in this area in recent years, with morestdted in federal judges assuming more responsibility for assess-
come. (see www.unr.edu/bench for one product of this researching scientific evidence.

The Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy He said, "The grant will help support an advanced gradu-
(SKAPP) at George Washington University has awarded $25,18% student who will gain valuable experience analyzing cases
to the Center to do an exploratory study of a data set from tleev and interviewing judges and attorneys involved in the cases.
Federal District of South Carolina. We hope to find out of this data set will allow us to do a more in

Dr. James Richardson, Center Director and Principal Invedepth study of the important issues involved with use of expert
tigator on the grant will be supervising research that examinesidence in court."
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Social Psychology Students Recognized for Achievement

grees in Social Psychology. These Cen- Congratulations to Dr. Danya Peters
ter Research Assistants were recognizewho graduated with her Ph.D. from the
for their work along with other graduate Interdisciplinary Program in Social Psy-
students in the Social Psychology pro-chology this May. Dr. Peters research
gram. examined the serious national problem
This year the Interdisciplinary Doc- of extra legal police violence at the state
toral Program in Social Psychology islevel by the civil and military police
pleased to announce three students haverces throughout urban and rural areas
been recognized as Outstanding Graduef Brazil. Her dissertation entitled
ate Students by the University of Ne-"Public Acquiescence of Police Brutal-
vada, Reno, Graduate Student Associaty and Extrajudicial Killings in Sao
From Left to right Center Research Assistants tjon, Congratulations go to Kati Toth, Paulo, Brazil" focused on identifying
Julie Singer, Jared Chamberlain, & David Flores - yjia Singer, and Alayna Jehle who re-cultural influences, as well as dey-day
This spring we celebrated the manyceived Fhe Outstgnding Gradgate S_tudemzxperiences of citizens in Brazil, @hat
achievements of graduate students in thdward in recognition of their achleve—_promote the.development and mamte—
Interdisciplinary Program in Social Psy- ments at an awards ceremony on Aprlln_ance of attitudes that suppor.t police
chology. Three Grant Sawyer Center Re_215t on campus. The awar.d _|ncIU(_:ies aviolence as acceptabl_e and desirable, or
search Assistants have been recognized sgcholarship of $650.00. This is quite arat the least, as defensible.
their academic achievement. Julie Singeponor for t_hese students gnd a reflect_ion Four Social Psychology students have
was one of three Social Psychology pro-o_f the quality of stqdentslln the Interdissgr aduated with Ma s t
gram graduate students to be awarded tHeiplinary Program in Social Ps_yc_hology May. Ange!a Broadus, Jared Champer—
Outstanding Graduate Student ScholarshifS the Graduate stude_nt Association onlfain, Ada DiaconeMuresan, and David
Award. Jared Chamberlain and David Flo-@Wwards the scholarship to ten graduat&é | or e s have compl et

res have both receiStdenis qureglly enroligg Jny degrepdegrepsas a step in progressing towards

grees while working towards doctoral de-Programs at UNR. their doctoral degrees.
Judicial Studies Program Celebrates Graduations
Judge Stephanie Domitrovich Colonel Roger C. Harris
Hon. Stephanie Domitrovich graduated this May with Col. Harris graduated with a Masters in Judicial

the first Ph.D. in Judicial Studies ever awarded by the JudicialStudies this spring after the completion of his thesis entitled
Studies Program at the University of Nevada, Reno. Judgé'Propensity Evidence Fusion Alchemy: Rule of Evidence
Domi trovichés 1l ong | i st of a 414 and the egahMetamorpimosid ofl $imsilar OffdasestEgi-+ (
grees from both the trial court and the juvenile and family courtdence in Child Molestation Cases in the Military". Col. Har-
tracks of the Judici al St udi erispladds oo getiriagnrom theJUuSdNagne Oarpsiin the com-i ¢
sertation researcéissessed how state trial judges use their author4ing future after almost 33 years of active service and is seek-
ity to appoint experts, and identified factors involved in their ap- ing a judicial appointment. Col. Harris is seeking an appoint-
pointing experts. In addition to her responsibilities as a sitting ment as a U.S. Immigration Judge at the Executive Office for
judge in Erie, PA, she has taught courses at both the Nationdmmigration Review, U.S. Department of Justice or a U.S.
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and The NationalAdministrative Law Judge position. Congratulations to Col.
Judicial College. Harris!

Website Offers Law and Civic Education to Young Students

The Foundation for Relevant Education about the Law standing of citizenship and judicial issues. Visitors to the
(Project R.E.A.L.)was developed by the Sawyer Center in con- site can also take a virtual tour of a juvenile detention center.
junction with the National Judicial College for an organization of The site also offers students information on issues of citizen-
citizens and judges headed by Irwin Molasky. The Project has theship, the Constitution, and the Law.
missionof designing and implementing specific lmelated and Project R.E.A.L. also runs tours of the Regional
civic education projects in Nevada and has launched the Nevaddustice Center and the Las Vegas Federal Courthouse for
Law-for-kids website (www.lawforkids.org, then click on high school and middle school students in Clark County, and
O6Nevadad) . The site is desi gwlebé influding augsie onbthe Lafdr-&ids evelisi thgt a n
school students and features a questiodanswer option  students can take after completing their tour.
whereby students have legal questions answered by legal profes- For more information on Project R.E.A.L. visit their
sionals as wel | as cartoons awelsitegw.relevaniaw.org ar tall (7@33BB2¢ hi | dr



