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CENTER NEWS

The Grant Sawyer Center Co  -Sponsors a Speaker
Series on Political Violence and Terrorism

Spring 2006

The Grant Sawyer Center for will €o One of his besknown projects is the
sponsor an April speaker series on political vito | i ty dat aset, which h
lence and terrorism. The speaker series widl provide coded information on political institu-

- bring two internationally distinguished scholarons for all independent states from 1800 to the

to the University of Nevada, Reno to speak qresent. The Polity data provides the basis for
international conflict. many scholarly and policy studies of the impact
The seriesd fir st ofdemecamdyandautofracyoh @vd andinterna-e d
R. Gurr, wild.l p r e s e n ttionalicanflics. pMoee adeentfy,We ted tthe Ni-o n f
Trendsare DownBut f or H o April L woritigs?ad Risk project, conceived in 1985 at a
51 Professor Gurr is Professor Emeritus in thigme when ethnic conflict was not a major schol-
Department of Government and Politics, Univeer | y or policy concern.
sity of Maryland. He is internationally recogbeen reported in three books and numerous arti-
nized for his theoretical, comparative, and hisles and chapters.
torical studies of societal conflict. He has served The series will host Dr. Alex P. Schmid
as codirector of the National Commission omn April 12"f or t he speech ATl
the Causes and Prevention of Violence estdbnited Nations in Fighting International Terror-
lished by President Johnson in 1968, and masts mo . Dr . Schmid is Di
recently a 1994000 appointment as Seniothe Study of Terrorism and Political Violence at
Consultant to the State Failure Task Force,tl®e University of St. Andrews, Scotland. Dr.
White Housesponsored empirical study of theéschmid served as Officén-Charge of the
precursors of internal wars and regime breakiited Nations' Terrorism Prevention Branch in
downs since 1955. He has written the awardienna from 1999 to 2005. Prior to joining the
winning books Why Men Rebe[1970), with United Nations, Dr. Schmid held the Synthesis
historian Hugh Davis Graham, andolence in Chair on Conflict resolution at the Erasmus Uni-

America(1969). versity in Rotterdam.
Story continued, page 6

New Justice Management Program Serves a Diverse Student Body by Offering
Personalized Technical Assistance with Online Learning

e

—

Students in the new Master of Justice Management program comprise
a diverse group of students with complimentary professional interests. Among
them are judges, juvenile probation officers, court managers, investigators, and

Ken Gibson, Instructional Designer and Jane Robinson, Assis
tant Program Director of the Justice Management Program

program directors. There are equal numbers of men and women and they
range in age from mitiventies to early fifties, with the average age being ap-

proximately forty. Most have worked in justice related occupations for more
than five years. Ethnic backgrounds include Caucasian, Hispanic, African
American, and Native American. More than half of the students live in Ne-
vada, with the others residing in Missouri, Louisiana, Oregon, Tennessee, New
Mexico, and Washington, D.C. Twerlyur students have been admitted to
the program thus far.

Most of the students are returning to school for the first time in many
years and most are new to the online learning environment. A special feature
of this program includes personalized technical assistance from Ken Gibson,
our new instructional designer and technical liaison. Students and instructors
receive personalized assistance for any and all questions and problems, big o

Story continued, page 6
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Senator Townsend Seeks Justice in Nevad

On January 25, 2006, the Department of Psychiatry andmental health needs of the state. These include a new state psy-
Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studiessponsored a Grand chiatric hospital in Sparks and another now under construction
Rounds by State Senator Randolph Townsend. A-liong ad- in Las Vegas, nhew community triage centers and the establish-
vocate for the mentally ill in Nevada, Senator Townsend pre- ment of mental health courts. The state still faces major chal-
sented ATransforming Ment al lenges lintsuncideDpeelveintiore ang in fBngdiagt cemmebiiiyeda t t
School of Medicine to a group of physicians, psychologists, treatment.
social workers and consumers. Senator Townsend emphasized the role of the voting pub-

In 2002, Senator Townsend was appointed to the Presi{ i ¢ i n shaping the statebs me
dent 6s New Freedom Commi s s i othat wiers adk cahdidates Hrel alectett offlrigls oRest®sias
dent Bush. He joined a select few in an intensive review of thet hey fil ook them in the eye. 0
mental health service system. They found the primary obstacle®roadbased support, advocates can help shape the transforma-
to mental health care to be stigma, a fragmented mental healttion of mental health services in this state.
service system and unequal insurance benefits. Senator Town- The Senator gave considerable credit to Assemblyperson
send shared the Commi ssi onds Sheilassaslie and GavernoraKerfny Guinn fer the recent fundc h
ryone with mental illness will recover and in which prevention ing successes that he helped achieve. He also credited the busi-
and early detection of mental iliness are national priorities. ness community in Nevada for the strong support given to the

Nevada has a number of recent successes in addressing tlfiegnding needed.

U.S. Department of Energy Awards Additional $3Million Training Grant to
Fire Science Academy

The U.S. Department of Energy has approved $3 mil- University faculty representing sociology, social psychology,
lion to continue to fund anterrorism and flammable liquid fire  political science, economics and bereavement studies in prepar-
training for municipal and rural firefighters at the University of ing firefighters to deal with the intangibles of facing a terrorist

Nevada, Reno, Fire Science Academy. attack, covered in the shour terrorist behavior module.

Denise Baclawski, executive director of the FSA, cred- AFirefighters need to kno\
its Senator Harry Reid for helping secure the funds neededfohoses and respond to the phys
the academy to train emergency responders from all 50 statesiRi char dson sai d. Ailn training
containment of flammable liquid fires resulting from terrorist country, we must address the history, tactics and psychology of
activity and natural disasters. terrorism, as well as how to deal with the loss of colleagues

The weeklong training program is held several times awho are injured and dying on duty. It is a new world since
year at the academy and includes ahgiur module on terrorist ~ 9/11, and the firefighters have been very appreciative of this
behaviors and tactics, as well as sections on various aspects ¢fr ai ni ng. 0

modern firefighting. The concepts learned in the classroom are The grant extension offers the opportunity to develop
applied through hanesnlivef i r e t r ai ni n gof o nfurthérdrairfing mddsles,senharce facility props, and host a
-the-art prop field at Carlin, NV. conference in the spring of 2007. Sawyer Center personnel will

Dr. James T. Richardson, director of the Grant Sawyer be involved in planning the 2007 conference at the Fire Science
Center for Justice Studies, and Ted Oleson, Lecturer in EconomAcademy.
ics and a Social Psychology doctoral candidate, lead a team ofor more information visithttp://fireacademy.unr.edu/

Project R.E.A.L. Going Strong!

Project R.E.ALL. is a Clark County based nuofit to help students in this way and typically spend no more than
foundation whose mission is to help young people gain a bettedr5-30 minutes per month.
understanding about our legal system, has three of its four pro- Anyone wishing to volunteer for either of the above
grams up and running. Co ur t shouln emad: judith7640@aol.cotre ay arsiré@unreedu oRaall i
Justice Center and the Federal Courthouse are currently being rthe foundation: (702) 633 5270. More information above the
by the foundation and they are looking for volunteers to be dowo r k o f the foundation is <co
cents. Training offered by the foundation and volunteers ar@005 Newsletter (available on: http://www.unr.edu/
asked to donate around three hours per month. justicestudies/About/Spring%202005.pub.pdf) and on its web-

The Foundation also has two websites, and the one fagite: http://www.relevantlaw.org/
younger students: www.lawforkids.org (then click on Nevada) is
looking for lawyers to volunteer a small amount of their time toAndre Walton, calirector of R.E.A.L., began work on the pro-
address legal issues raised by students. Studentsatilave  ject while as a Research Assistant at the Grant Sawyer Center.
their questions answered on a da@ne basis, but volunteer After he completed his Ph.D. in Social Psychology in May,
lawyers will be asked to identify the law relating to issues raised2005, he joined the project in Clark County and has been
Lawyers doing this in other states find it refreshing and satisfyingvorking there since.
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UNR Professor Barbara Walker Presents Research on Soviet Dissidents

the Fund for the Aid of Political Prisoners in 1974. The partici-
pation of many supporters in these charitable efforts created an
atmosphere of selfiving and support that encouraged some of
the bolder members of the community to sacrifice themselves
more dramatically by taking the kind of public stances against
the state that led to arrest and punishment. They were also aware
that they and their families would be aided by a charitable net-
work if they were arrested and imprisoned. Their willingness for
self-sacrifice in turn helped to inspire the significant support of
members of the foreign community in Moscow such as diplo-
mats and journalists.

Wal keréds multimedia talk w
ground of a series of dramatic images (see image below) from

Professor Barbara Walker, UNR Department of History

On November 15, 2005, Professor Barbara Walker of
the UNR Department of History g
sent in the Cold War: The Power of SBlfacr i fi ce, 0 wun
auspices of the Grant Sawyer Center. Other university sponsors
included the Departments of History, Political Science, and So-
ciology, as well as the Core Humanities Program. In her talk
Barbara Walker discussed her research on human rights workers
in the Soviet city of Moscow from the 1960s through 1980s,
especially about her recent interviews with many former Soviet
dissidents in Moscow, the United States, and France. The cen-
tral theme of her talk was the enormous courage that it took for
Soviet dissidents to challenge a hostile Soviet state, thereby
placing themselves in danger of arrest, interrogation, and impris-
onment in jails, labor camps, or mental hospitals. Such experi-
ences, deeply debilitating, could sometimes lead to death. Her
conclusions offer new insights into the historical meaning of tkehot o of Sovi et dissidents wused i
Soviet dissent movement. She argued that they found their ¢

igren::l:(r)wﬁghofi%\s/?g,e(r)sroizrllt:il:,s Ir;rtheﬂsgtntﬁixst gfiﬁt ?ﬁ;\?’%r awyer Center Research Assistant. It is hoped that this is the
y P ' P §i¥st of a series of presentations dealing with the former Soviet

lesced around the |r_npulse_to aid polltlc_al prisoners. Beginn Hion and the new nations now developing in that part of the
around 1966, a series of informal charitable organizations for d

that purpose began to form among Moscow intellectuals who—
were questioning the power and the policies of the Soviet st UEDUD :DONHU LV WKH DXWKRU RI 30D[LPLOLDC
culminating in the establishment by Alexander Solzhenitsyn U\ & LUFOH &XOWXUH DQG 6XUYLYDO LQ 5HYROX\

e a |l ecture on ASoviet
r

av
de t he

“era of Soviet dissent created by Ashley Dolezilek, Grant

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 2006 Conferences

PROGRAM CITY/STATE DATES

NCJFCJX)69" Annual Conference Milwaukee, WI July 1619, 2006
NCJFCJ 28 Annual Juvenile Probation & Justice Mgmt. Conf. Providence, RI Sept. 1720, 2006
NCJFCJ Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases TBD Sept. 1720, 2006
NCJFCJ Fall College: The Role of the Judge Reno, NV Sept. 2429, 2006
NCJFCJ Managing Challenging Family Law Cases Reno, NV Sept. 2428, 2006
NCJFCJ Evidence in Juvenile & Family Court Reno, NV Oct. 1520, 2006
NCJFCJ Judicial Response to Alcohol & Other Drugs Reno, NV Oct. 1520, 2006

NCJFCJ Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases TBD Dec. 36, 2006



