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Director Invited to Meeting in Japan 

Center Director, Jim Richardson, was recently invited to participate in the Interna-

tional Association for the History of Religion meeting, held in Tokyo  Richardson 
was asked to speak about a series of papers on Religion in Former Communist Coun-

tries, an area in which he specializes.  He was also part of a panel critiquing a new 

book by Winnifred Sullivan entitled, The Impossibility of Religious Freedom.   

Inside this issue: 

Congratulations to Center R.A.s, & Social Psychology Students  

 

Congratulations to center R.A., and recent doctoral grad, Mara Merlino ,  who, with center director Jim Richardson, re-
ceived a $250,000 grant from the National Science Foundation for her research project entitled: Science in the Law School 
Curriculum: The Diffusion of Practice Innovations after Daubert v. Merrell Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  The grant will support a 

two year post-doc for Merlino, who will be director of the research project. 
 
Congratulations also go out to interdisciplinary social psychology students Sue Harris and Julie Singer, both of whom 

received awards at the recent Graduate Student Association Banquet.  Julie Singer, Center, R.A., was the recipient of two 
GSA awards: One for outstanding graduate student and one for her paper entitled: The Evolution of the Juvenile Justice 
System: Changing Public Opinion and How Social Psychology Theory Seeks to Explain Juvenile Waiver to Adult Court. 

Sue Harris, a second year student in the interdisciplinary social psychology program, received an award for her poster pres-
entation entitled: Prevalence and Prominence of Health Issues in Popular Magazines.   

 
Julie has also been chosen to attend the Summer Institute in Social Psychology to be held July 25 through August 5 in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.  This is a great honor as the program brings together a highly select group of outstanding graduate stu-

dents in social psychology.  Great job Julie!      

 
(Here he is shown pre-

senting a copy of his 

latest book, Regulating 

Religion, to Alef Theria 
Wasim, President of the 

Indonesian Association 

for the Study of Relig-

ion, who wanted               
to take it back to Indo-

nesia to assist with le-

gal developments 

there.)                          
 

(Center News Continued on p. 2)    

Project REAL! 2 

Fire Science Academy 4 

Dissertation Updates 6 

Funding Opportunities 6 

Conferences 7 

CLE Courses 7 

Website Directory 8 



CENTER NEWS 

Get REAL!  

     In recent decades, there has been increasing concern 
regarding the  number  of Americans who are disen-

gaged from civic and political institutions. Low voter 

turnout is one obvious sign, but there is increasing leth-

argy regarding involvement in the democratic process in 
general, and a lack of understanding about public issues 

and the law. 

     If we believe that involvement is an important com-

ponent of a democracy then law-related education and 
civic learning have never had a more important role in 

preparing young Americans to become thoughtful and 

active participants in society. For young people to ac-

cept these challenges they need not only a thorough un-
derstanding of the principles of democracy but also a 

sense of empowerment regarding their role in achieving 

social change. 

  
 

In recent decades, there has been in-
creasing concern regarding the num-
ber of Americans who are disengaged 
from civic and political institutions 

 
 

 

     The Foundation for Relevant Education about the 

Law is a new non-profit foundation funded by Las Ve-
gas philanthropist Irwin Molasky and attorney Sam 

Lionel. The initial mission of the Foundation is to de-

sign and implement specific law-related and civic edu-

cation projects in Clark County, with later dissemination 
throughout the State.  The Foundation will be jointly 

managed by Center R.A., Andre Walton, and civic edu-

cation expert, Judith Simpson.  Project R.E.A.L. 

(Relevant Education About the Law) will complement 
the work already being done both in the schools and out-

side the educational system, and will offer four new pro-

grams to students from primary grades through high 

school: 
A visual arts program (R.E.A.L. Theater) introduces students to 

how democracy works through the law using drama.  In a par-

tially-scripted, partially improvisational, reenactment of a 

Nevada-relevant legal case, community college drama stu-

dents will bring home important judicial issues to middle and 

high school students. 

 

 

An elementary school program is geared towards first and 

second graders to introduce them in a fundamental and enjoy-

able way to the concepts of justice and citizenship and how 

they are applied in the courts. 

 

 

Docent programs. Working closely with the Eight Judicial 

District Court in Las Vegas, Project R.E.A.L. will develop 

classroom tours of the county court system. Participating 

teachers will receive an informational packet to enable them 

to prepare their students for a meaningful educational experi-

ence 

 

 

A Web-based program comprises two web sites designed to 

help introduce students to the law.  One site, lawforkids.org, is 

designed for use by elementary and middle school students; 

and the other, relevantlaw.org, is for young adults of high-

school and college age and above (check them out!) 
 

Center R.A., and Project REAL Executive Co-Director An-

Some Members of the Project REAL Team (Left to 

Right): Chief Federal Judge Philip Pro, Exec. Dir. Judith 

Simpson, Project Sponser (front) Irwin Molasky, Clark 

Co. Bar Assn. Exec. Dir. Eric Mann, Co-sponsor Sam 

Lionel Esq., Exec. Dir. Andre Walton  

Andre Walton  
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