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CENTER NEWS

Grant Sawyer Center on the Move!

| he Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies is on the move, with many devel-
opments on several important fronts. We have some excellent programs in the
offing (see below), and we are very busy with research projects, grant writing, and
other matters related to promoting justice studies on the UNR campus. The partial list-
ing of research projects being done or recently accomplished listed herein shows the
range of justice research being done. Also, since the beginning of the semester three

Inside this issve: grant proposals have been submitted, along with another dissertation grant proposal
done by a Center RA. Those grants include proposed studies of science education in
Director’s Message 1 law schools, submitted to the Law School Admission Council, and two proposals sub-

mitted to the State Justice Institute. These include a critical analysis of case law and

) ing Event 1 .. . . .
peoming Bvents the scientific foundation for Parental Alienation Syndrome, and a study of pro-se (self)

“Super Predators™ 2 representation in family courts in Nevada. The dissertation grant proposal, submitted to
CAPSII 3 NSF by Mara Merlino, focuses on how judges explain and justify their decisions on
R whether to allow supposed scientific evidence to be presented in court. All faculty

ecent Center Events 4 . X i L . .

] ] should note that if they are interested in submitting a grant proposal in the area of jus-
Dissertation Updates 4 tice studies, broadly defined, that Center staff stand ready to assist. - just give us a call!
Funding Sources 5 The Center is also involved in the use of some federal funds obtained to pro-
Strategic Plan Update 5 mote pr.eparedness against terrorism and homeland segurity. We are working with the

. Fire Science Academy to make good use of funds obtained to encourage use of that
Center Projects 6 world-class facility, and to help learn more about terrorist threats and how citizens re-
Conferences 7 spond to warnings about such threats. We hope to work with local officials who are
CLE Courses 7 seeking to get better prepared in the face of threats currently facing our nation. Stay

tuned for more details on these security related initiatives!
Web Site Directory 8
[ ]
Upcoming Events...
The USA PATRIOT ACT: Is It Patriotic? Environmental Justice in Indian Country.
Wednesday, April 7, 4 - 6 pm in Cain Hall, room 103. Thursday, April 22, 5:30 - 9 pm in the Thomas Clark Audi-

Speakers include William A. Douglass, Professor Emeritus, torium, in the National Judicial College Building. Professor
Basque Studies; Sharon Lever, Esq., Asst. U.S. Attorney,  Charles Wilkerson of the University of Colorado Law
Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council; Richard Siegel, Profes-  School and noted expert on Native American land claims
sor of Political Science, and President, Nevada ACLU; and and related issues will offer a keynote address, followed by
Assemblyman Bernie Anderson, Chair of the Assembly responses from several knowledgeable individuals, includ-
Judiciary Committee. Light refreshments will be served. ing tribal representatives. Food will be served.

Visit us on the Web!

The Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies now has a number of useful, justice —related resources on our website at: http://
www.unr.edu/justicestudies/. The electronic edition of this newsletter can be accessed under Reports and Publications and has fully
active hyperlinks. If you would like to receive this newsletter by email in the future, please let us know via email:
cjs@unr.nevada.edu.
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“How Accurately Can We Identify ‘Saperpredators’ During
Adolescence? The Lure of Psychopathy’.

The summary of a presentation by Dr. Jennifer Skeem

| he term "superpredator" was originally
coined by Princeton political scientist

John J. Dilulio Jr. Sparked, at least in part, by the
murder of Eric Morse by 10 and 11 year old boys,
in the mid-1990s Dilulio forecast a surge in vio-
lent teen crime, expecting it to grow by as much
as 15% by 2010, (from 69 million in 1996).
Dilulio’s testimony to Congress suggested that
this explosion, combined with what Dilulio saw
as a new ruthlessness in child criminals, would
wreak havoc on an ill-prepared juvenile justice

research is finally beginning to
catch up with some of the
‘myths’ that have been
disseminated

system. Dr. Jennifer Skeem’s October visit to the
University of Nevada campus went a long way to
putting predictions such as Dilulio’s into perspec-
tive. Stating that research is finally beginning to
catch up with some of the ‘myths’ that have been
disseminated, Skeem reported that, since 1993,
violent crime from juvenile delinquents has been
decreasing, and is now down 25% since 1995.

Dr. Skeem also discussed how the juvenile justice
system has changed over the last two decades:
The system has become punitive because of two
factors: all of the hype concerning the “super
predator,” and because our society is viewing kids
as adults in terms of the criminal justice system.
‘It wasn’t long ago when our juvenile system was
more devoted to social welfare and trying to di-
vert the juveniles from becoming career criminals
by rehabilitating them. Now the juvenile system
and the adult system are starting to mirror each
other.’

On October 16th, 2003

There are two questions that judges an-
swer when deciding whether or not to direct a ju-
venile into the adult court: Is this person likely to
become a lifetime offender? And, ‘Is this youth
likely to respond to treatment?’” The goal of the
system, then, is now to try and find the ‘bad
seeds’ and try them as adults while directing the
others into therapy. The criminal justice system
has been looking for a system to answer both of
the above questions objectively and the diagnostic
test for psychopathy is very appealing.

The diagnostic tool used to assess psycho-
pathy in adults comprises an interview with the
patient about focused issues. The clinician com-
bines data from the interview with biographical
information to rates of the individual on twenty
items on a 0-2 scale. the clinician totals the score
with 30 or more indicating psychopathy. This tool
is useful for the criminal justice system because if
someone scores highly on this test they are four
times likely to be violent in the future as someone
who has a low score. However, Dr. Skeem notes
that this correlation is only moderate and is con-
cerned that the ultimate assumption being made is
that psychopathy is untreatable. Another underly-
ing assumption that Dr. Skeem challenges is that
psychopathy is manifested the exact same way
whether you are thirteen or forty-three, but the
critical question remains unanswered: Can young
psychopaths be treated during adolescence before
they become adult psychopaths? She suggests
this question needs an answer before we imple-
ment long term policies that involve sending juve-
niles to prison for long periods of time. Dr. Skeem
points out that adolescence is a time of enormous
change; juveniles can have traits and not be psy-
chopaths. Four out of five males will have police
contact before they are eighteen years old, but
most of them will grow out of it. }Z’
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Computer Assisted Passenger Profiling System 11 (CAPPS I1)

| he U.S. Transportation Safety Agency

(TSA) is preparing to roll out its new Com-
puter Assisted Passenger Profiling System II
(CAPPSII) to a largely unaware public.

The existing Computer Assisted Passenger
Profiling System I is pretty simple, and really isn't
that invasive. If you impulsively purchase a one-way
airline ticket, pay for it in cash, and sweat profusely
while handing over the dough, you'll get a special
pat-down by federal agents of the TSA and, possi-
bly, with good reason.

But that isn't enough, according to both the
Justice Department and the Department of Home-
land Security (HSD) who also want to use the air-
portts as the place to poke, prod, and investigate eve-
ryone in accordance with CAPPS II. This is what is
proposed: Every time you show up at an airport you
will not only be checked for whether you've bought
a one-way ticket with cash, your whole itinerary will
be checked along with a history of all your previous
destinations! Next, the investigators will run a quick
credit check and take a look at your finances, and
they'll even perform a little check on your shopping
habits. Finally, after running your profile through the
FBI and Interpol systems, you'll get a rating.

Green is good to go-it means you're no big
threat. A yellow rating will get you a thorough
search and lots of questions. For example, rumor has
it that if you change a ticket within 24 hours of the
flight on an airline that has implemented CAPS II
you will be guaranteed a yellow rating or worse.
Red gets you a little visit downtown—and nothing in
the way of a flying experience. The trouble is that
you won't know what your rating is until it's too late.
Even then - thanks to the USA Patriot Act - you
won't be allowed to find out what TSA and other or-
ganizations know about you. Your right to due proc-
ess, guaranteed by the US Constitution, will have
been set aside.

The first airline that was supposed to imple-
ment the technology was Delta (US: DAL). But in
view of the company's other problems, Delta didn't
want to aggravate its customers further—it is now
balking at the TSA's proposal. Delta's concern has

led the TSA to become less overt about their CAPPS
II implementation plan, which was put on hold until
February 15" 2004. At that time Congress's investi-
gatory arm, the General Accounting Office (GAO),
gave the system a failing grade for protecting pas-
senger privacy. However, it would be naive to think
that the plan is a dead issue. If and when it is imple-
mented, the public won't be privy to which compa-
nies participate, but rumor has it that American
Airlines will be one of the first.

While other issues such as cargo screening
and perimeter security at airports need to be ad-
dressed, CAPPS Il is rather too Orwellian for some.
A congressional conference committee, which was
attempting to reconcile the Senate and House ver-
sions of the Department of Homeland Security's
budget for next year, opted to prohibit deployment
of CAPPS II until the General Accounting Office
certified to Congress that the system will not finger
too many innocent passengers, which it failed to do.

With the delay of CAPPS II, another security
measure, US-VISIT, was launched in January, 2004.
US-VISIT records the fingerprints and digital photos
of visitors to the United States, compares names to
terrorist and criminal watch lists and creates a com-
prehensive database on visitors and resident aliens
that will be on-file for 100 years. US-VISIT has al-
ready faced strong international criticism, and a
Brazilian judge has already ordered Brazilian cus-
toms officials to fingerprint and photograph all
American visitors by way of retaliation.

Clearly the merging of data from US-VISIT
and CAPPS II has serious implications for the pri-
vacy of Americans, visitors and residents. And in
response to much criticism from concerned parties
and an story in the Washington Post, the Transporta-
tion Security Administration's communications di-
rector, Mark Hatfield, held a last-minute conference
call that denied there was any intention to merge the
the data collection and analysis systems.

More information on CAPPS II can be found

from the following sites:
www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/display?content=1115
www.eff.org/Privacy/cappsii/
www.hasbrouck.org/articles/CAPPS-I1.html
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Recent Center Events

If you were unable to attend these events and would like information, please visit the Center website at:
http://www.unr.edu/justicestudies.

November 12th, 2003—Dr. Sarah Pike presented: Burning Man's Postmodern Rites of Passage. Dr. Pike studies
religion in America, and obtained her PhD from Indiana University. Her research has focused on New Religious
Movements, about which she has written numerous articles and book reviews. Using slides of her trips as illustration,
she argued that Burning Man is a religious site for many participants (last year's theme was "Beyond Belief™).

October 16th, 2003—Dr. Jennifer Skeem presented: How Accurately Can We Identify ‘Superpredators’ During Adoles-
cence; The Lure of Psychopathy. After finishing her doctoral training in clinical psychology and law at the University of
Utah in 1999, Dr. Skeem completed a Postdoctoral Fellowship in law and psychiatry research at the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center. Her current research focuses on understanding the construct of psychopathic personality disorder,
assessing and managing violence risk, and identifying key influences on the outcomes of probationers who are required
to accept psychiatric treatment. See page 2 in this Newsletter for greater coverage of this presentation.

May 8th, 2003—Dr. Robert George, Princeton University, gave a presentation entitled: Reason, Freedom and the Rule
of Law. Dr. George is McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence and Director of the James Madison Program in American
Ideals and Institutions. He is the author of The Clash of Orthodoxies; Making Men Moral: Civil Liberties and Public
Morality; and, In Defense of Natural Law. He is also editor of Natural Law Theory: Contemporary Essays; The
Autonomy of Law: Essays on Legal Positivism; Natural Law, Liberalism, and Morality; Great Cases in Constitutional
Law; and co-editor of Constitutional Politics: Essays on Constitution Making, Maintenance, and Change.

April 17th, 2003—Richard W. Harris, Adjunct Professor of Environmental Law at UNR and partner in Harris &
Thompson, a Reno law firm specializing in the fields of Natural Resources, Environmental, and Business Law,
presented: U.S. Environmental Policy: Why Some Issues Get Attention and Others Don’t. Mr. Harris, addressed such
questions as: Why did the international community respond quickly and effectively to the threat of ozone depletion?
Why has the United States failed to develop an effective response to the issue of global warming? Mr. Harris discussed
the “policy cycle” and other aspects of environmental decision making.

February 28th, 2003 —The Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, Nevada Dispute Resolution Coalition, and the
Neighborhood Mediation Center hosted a public presentation by Nancy Neal Yeend entitled: The Integration of Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution and the Judicial System. Nancy Neal Yeend has over 20 years of experience as a mediator. She
has served on trial and appellate court panels, as a member of the National Judicial College faculty, and was the recipient
of the Mediation Society Award for Outstanding Professional Contributions.

Dissertation Updates

Dissertations supported by the Center:

Gary R. Giewat (2001). Juror Honesty and Candor During Voir Dire Questioning. (Advisor: 4{./ /h Y/'/\x
Ronald Dillehay)

Craig New (December, 2002). A Chain of Consequences: An Information Processing Model of |
Pretrial Prejudgment. (Advisor: Ronald Dillehay)

Veronica Dahir (expected 2004). The Effects of Mode of Presentation and Argument Quality
on Comprehension, Memory, and Decision-making. (Advisor: James Richardson)

Bryan Edelman (May, 2003). Misguided Discretion: The Hydraulic Processes Model and Juror

Sentencing in Capital Trials. (Advisor: Ronald Dillehay) )
Steve Son (expected 2004). Adequacy of Voir Dire Questioning for Selecting an Impartial Jury. K“—/
(Advisor: Ronald Dillehay)
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Dissertation Updates (cont.)

Dissertations tied to justice themes that have been supervised by Center faculty:

Yvonne Bermudez (expected 2004). Perceptions of Justice: Degree Persistence and Students of Color at the University of
Nevada Reno, 1994-2002. (Advisor: James Richardson)

Sally A. Dittloff (August 2003). The Moderating Effect of Differing Levels of Ethnic Subgroup Identification on
Judgments of Procedural and Distributive Justice in Assessing Experiences with Law Enforcement Agencies.

(Advisor: Ronald Dillehay)

Dionne M. Maxwell (May 2003). Operating Outside the Rules: An Examination of the Social Psychological Factors
Affecting Jury Nullification Tendencies in a Decision-making Context. (Advisor: Ronald Dillehay)

Roselyn K. Polk (August 2003). An Empirical Analysis of Defendant, Victim, and Crime Characteristics as Predictors in
Prosecutorial Decisions to Charge Death. (Advisor: Ronald Dillehay)

Danya Peters (expected 2004). Public Acquiescence to Police Brutality and Extra-Judicial Killings in San Paulo, Brazil.
(Advisor: James Richardson).

Justice-related Funding/Fellowships

Call the Grant Sawyer Center if you want to prepare a grant proposal and we will be pleased to assist.

Funding Organization Deadlines(s)
American Association for the Advancement of Sciences (AAAS)
Various One-Year Fellowships in Washington D.C. various

www.fellowships.aaas.org

National Science Foundation
Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grants various
www.nsf.gov/sbe/docdiss

National Institute of Justice

Criminal Justice Research and Development-Graduate Research Fellowships 1/15/05

W.E.B. DuBois Fellowship Program 2/03/05
National Institute of Justice Visiting Fellowships no deadline, open for 2004
Data Resources Program: Funding for the Analysis of Existing Data 10/25/04

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fij/funding.htm
The Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI)

Grants-in-Aid Program 5/01/04
WWW.SPSSI.org
Public Welfare foundation no deadline
www.publicwelfare.org/grants/criminal_justice/2003_grants.asp
Kongsgaard-Goldman foundation cycle 1: March 16/April 30, 2004
www.kongsgaard-goldman.org/ cycle 2: Spet 16/Oct 31,2004
State Justice Institute various
www.statejustice.org/
Law School Admission Council September 1 & February 1

www.lsac.org/LSAC.asp?url=Isac/lsac-legal-education-grant-program.asp

Strategic Plan Update for the Grant Sawyer Center

The Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, which is a part of the University of Nevada Reno state-
wide budget category, continues to develop as a research and service arm of the University, following the plans
outlined in the 2001 Strategic Plan. The Center fits within the Land Grant mission of the University, and as such it
contributes significantly to its research and outreach functions. The Center also implements a major goal of the
1997-2001 Master Plan, which is to promote “equity and justice in an increasingly complex society,” and which
lists “Justice and Judicial Studies” as one of the examples under “Integrative Humanities,” one of five major areas
of emphasis in the University’s current Master Plan. Many of the Center’s research and outreach programs
contribute directly to the development of public policy in justice related areas. Present on the University of
Nevada campus are: the National Judicial College; the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges; the Judicial Studies
Program; the Criminal Justice Department; other departments with a focus at some level on justice; and numerous additional
individual scholars who are committed to justice scholarship.
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Center Research Projects

The following is a partial list of research projects currently being conducted or which have been recently
completed at the Center:

¢ Domestic Violence: This continuing project on domestic violence issues is sponsored by the Committee Against
Domestic Violence with funding from the Nevada Attorney General’s Office. The focus of this project is on the
problem of serving TROs (Temporary Restraining Orders), only half of which are properly served in the state of
Nevada. We are attempting to find out why this is the case, and what can be done about it. This project supports
one RA at the Center. The project may be expanded into other areas of concern with domestic violence, and is
leading to development of at least one other grant proposal to be submitted early this year.

¢ K-12 Educational Outcomes: Another project within the State Department of Education supports two RAs, and
focuses on issues related to retention of students, particularly minority ones. We are assisting in evaluating some
of the testing used in the No Child Left Behind Federal Act, to see what impacts these test have on various popu-
lations. This project will continue through the next year at least.

e NCJFCJ Study of Washington, D.C. Family Courts: One project that was completed in Fall, 2003, with the
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges Permanency Planning Division involved coding and data
entry for a study of the Washington. D.C. family court system.

e Jury Reform in Colorado: The Center has a large data set relevant to jury reform in Colorado. It is anticipated
that this data set will result in some publications and also possible future grant funding to do follow -up research
on jury reform issues.

e Technologies of Evidence Presentation: One Center RA, Roni Dahir, has a NSF dissertation grant which sup-
ports a study of the effects on juror decision making of modern means of evidence presentation, such as video
taping and simulations. This work is nearing completion, and another grant to NSF has been submitted to con-
tinue this line of research

e Science Education in Law Schools: A proposal was recently submitted to the Law School Council to fund re-
search on the knowledge of science gained by law school students in America’s law schools. The research fo-
cuses not on students but on law school faculty and materials used in law-related courses.

e Science in Courts: Some years ago the Center and the Judicial Studies program collaborated on research to
study trial judge knowledge of science and evidence law dealing with scientific and other expert testimony. The
study was funded by the State Justice Institute, with additional support by the Federal Judicial Center, and the
National Judicial College and the NCJFCJ. An important result from this study was a “benchbook” that is being
used by judges around the world and in judicial education courses. It is available electronically from the URL:
www.unr.edu/bench. We are continuing to work with this data set for further publications, and are also develop-
ing other grant proposals to continue our work in the area of science in the courts.

¢ Judicial Performance: The Center has been working with the Judicial Studies program on a project for the
American Bar Association and the National Judicial College on assessing judicial performance. The Judicial
Studies program was asked by the ABA to comment on the set of guidelines published in 1985 by the ABA for
assessments of judicial performance. These guidelines were prepared initially to guide assessment efforts that
were being done often for political reasons. Preliminary results were presented on Feb. 7 to an ABA committee
at a meeting in San Antonio

¢ Problem-Solving Courts: This joint project with the NCJFCJ deals with assessing so-called “problem-solving”
family courts in Utah. The issue is whether these courts, which are sometimes called “therapeutic courts,” func-
tion as well or better than traditional courts that operate more of an adversarial model. The Utah project is ex-
ploratory in nature, and it is anticipated that further related research will result from it.

e Minority Religions and Governmental Regulation: The Center Director continues to be engaged in research
on treatment of minority religions around the world, and has just published a large edited volume: Regulating
Religion: Case Studies from Around the Globe (Kluwer/Plenum, 2004).
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Conferences/Paper Calls

Association/Website/Submission Deadline

American Bar Association MCP Meeting
http://www.abanet.org/minorities/mcp/home.html

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
hitp://www.acjs.org

American Psychology-Law Society
http://www.unl.edu/ap-ls/events.htm

National Conference on Juvenile Justice
http://www.ndaa-apri.org/events/index.html

Rocky Mountain Psychological Association
www.rockymountainpsych.org

Pacific Sociological Association
hitp://www.csus.edu/psa/index.html

American Association for Public Opinion Research
hitp://www.aapor.org/conference

American Psychological Society
http://www.psychologicalscience.org/convention

Law and Society Association
http://www.lawandsociety.org

American Socity of Trial Consultants (ASTC)
http://www.astcweb.org

For regional meetings visit: http://www.astcweb.org/events/regionalmeetings.lasso

Conference Location
Philadelphia, PA

Las Vegas, NV
Scottsdale, AZ
Las Vegas, NV
Reno, NV

San Fransisco, CA
Phoenix, AZ
Chicago, IL
Chicago, IL

Memphis, TN

International Assoc. of Forensic Mental Health Services Stockholm, Sweden

http://www.iafmhs.org/

Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues
http://www.spssi.org

International Society for Justice Research
http://www.uregina.ca/isjr

International Society of Political Psychology
http://ispp.org

American Sociological Association
http://www.asanet.org/convention/2004/index.html

American Political Science Association
http://www.apsanet.org/mtgs/

Washington, D.C.
Saskatchewan, Canada
Lund, Sweden

San Fransisco, CA

Chicago, IL
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Conference Date
March 25-26, 2004

March 9-13, 2004
March 4-7, 2004
March 28-31, 2004
April 15-17,2004
April 15-18, 2004
May 13-16, 2004
May 27-30, 2004
May 27-30, 2004

June 10-13, 2004

June 6-9, 2004

June 25-27, 2004
June 30—1July 3, 2004
July 15-18,2004
August 14-17,2004

September 2-5, 2004

JUSTICE...around Nevada

Upcoming CLE Courses for attorneys: For more information, see the Nevada Bar Association website at:
http://www.nvbar.org

MARCH, 2004

ADR: Reno, March 3 -NJC  Las Vegas, March 4 - Fed. Courthouse. 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 4 hrs CLE $155.00.
Arbitration Training: Reno, March 11 - NJC. 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 6 hrs CLE $229.00 (discount for ADR Sect.).
Time Management: Reno, March 26 - NJC  Las Vegas, March 24 - Federal Courthouse 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 6
hours CLE (inc. 1 ethics) $229.00.

Annual Family Law Conference Ely, Nevada. March 18-20 (see website for more details)

APRIL, 2004
Judicial Symposium on Alcohol & Drug Abuse: Reno, April 28 Las Vegas, April 29
2.5 hours Ethics CLE. See website for further details. Free Seminar Available to State Bar of Nevada Members.

MAY, 2004 . _
Federal Tax Liens: Reno, May 21  Las Vegas, May 20 See website for further details.
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Website Directory

The following sites offer information on grant funding and job opportunities or other justice-related resources.

Amer. Political Science Ass. www.apsanet.org OJJDP Funding Opportunities ojjdp.ncjrs.org/grants/grants.html
Community Court Resources www.communityjustice.org SJI Grant Info. www.statejustice.org
Global Legal Info. Network leweb2.loc.gov/glin Substance Abuse Policy WWwW.saprp.org
Research Program
Inter-University Consortium www.icpsr.umich.edu/NACJD
for Political and Social Research United Nations Justice Info. www.uncjin.org/
International Law Ass. www.ila-hq.org/ Villanova Center for Info www.law.villanova.edu
Law and Policy
Legal Info. Institute www.law.cornell.edu
Law School Admissions Council www.lsac.org
National Council of Juvenile www.ncjfcj.org
and Family Court Judges Government Statistics www.fedstats.gov
Bureau of Justice Statistics www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs Juvenile Justice News www.ncjfcj.unr.edu
National Judicial College www.judges.org National Center for State Courts www.ncsconline.org
Judicial Studies Program www.judicialstudies.unr.edu Federal Judicial Center www.fjc.gov
National Criminal Justice www.ncjrs.org/fedgrant. html Bureau of Justice Assistance www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/
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