
Graduate Student Association 

ELECTION PROCEDURES 
 
Council Representative Elections: 
 

1. Any graduate student or graduate special in good academic standing may run 
for a Representative seat in their respective school or college. 

2. Each Representative shall be elected by a general vote of his or her 
constituents as dictated by seat assignment.  For example, if a college has 
four seats, the top four vote-getters will become the elected Representatives 
for said college. 

3. Candidates for Representative must apply to run prior to being declared a 
candidate for the position by a date to be set by the Communications 
Committee.  Prior to the general election, the Communications Committee 
must verify all applications. 

4. A Representative's term of office begins on August 1 and ends on May 31 with 
the exception of the Interim Finance Committee. 

5. In the event of a vacant seat, the GSA Council may appoint a new 
Representative by a majority vote of a quorum to serve out the remainder of 
the term.  The candidate must have met the qualifications to have originally 
run for said seat. 

6. No elections for open GSA Council seats are to occur during the last two GSA 
Council meetings of the academic year. 

7. Upon being elected to the following academic year GSA Council, new 
representatives shall attend the penultimate meeting of the current GSA 
Council. 

a. This requirement may be waved due to academic conflicts. 
 
President Elections: 
 

1. The GSA President shall be elected to serve one calendar year beginning 

June 1st. 

2. Any graduate student desiring to run for GSA President must meet the 

following requirements: 

b. The student must be enrolled in a graduate program and must be 
in good academic standing.  

c. The student must complete and submit the application packet on 
or before the application deadline.   

d. The student must attend at least 3 GSA council meetings prior to 
the Presidential election. 

1. The student must declare at each of these meetings his/her 
attendance for the purpose of establishing eligibility for 
Presidential candidacy.   



2. This declaration should be addressed to the GSA Advisor in 
writing.   

3. The student must attend each meeting in its entirety.   
4. Current GSA council members may use their official 

attendance at GSA council members to meet this 
requirement.   

3. The outgoing GSA Council shall elect the new President at the penultimate 

GSA Council meeting of the academic year.  

4. In the event of a tie, the procedure shall be as follows:  

e. If there are more than two candidates, a run-off vote between the 
two with the highest number of total votes shall be held.   

f. If there are only two candidates for the position, the outgoing GSA 
President shall cast the tie-breaking vote.  If one of the candidates 
should be the outgoing GSA President, voting shall continue until 
the tie is broken. 

5.In the event that a President does not complete his or her term of office the 

GSA Council must elect a new President from among its members to serve out 

the remainder of the term of office.   

g. The GSA Council must vote to declare the position open and to 
set a date for the election not less than two weeks and not more 
than one month following the vacancy of the office.   

h. Individuals must announce their candidacy at or before the GSA 
Council meeting scheduled two weeks prior to the election of the 
new President.  The GSA IVP shall act as President and presiding 
officer for any interim period. 

 
Vice-President Elections:  
 

1. The GSA Vice Presidents shall be elected to serve a 10-month term, 
beginning August 1 and ending May 31. 

2. Any graduate student desiring to run for a GSA Vice Presidency must meet 
the following requirements: 

a. The student must be elected to the following academic year GSA 
Council.   

b. The student must declare candidacy prior to the penultimate GSA 
Council meeting of the current academic year, at which the student 
will articulate his/her platform and answer any questions regarding 
his/her candidacy.   

c. The student must attend at least 3 GSA council meetings prior to 
the Vice Presidential elections. 

1. The student must declare at each of these meetings his/her 
attendance for the purpose of establishing eligibility for Vice 
Presidential candidacy.   



2. This declaration should be addressed to the GSA Advisor in 
writing.   

3. The student must attend each meeting in its entirety.   
4. Current GSA council members may use their official 

attendance at GSA council members to meet this 
requirement.   

3. Vice Presidents are elected at the transition meeting from among the new 
GSA Council Representatives.  The transition meeting is the first meeting of 
the new GSA Council following spring elections, and is the last Council 
meeting of the academic year. 

4. In the event of a tie, the procedure shall be as follows: 
a. If there are more than two candidates, a run-off vote between the 

two with the highest number of total votes shall be held.   
b. If there are only two candidates for the position, the current GSA 

President shall cast the tie-breaking vote. 
5. In the event that a Vice President does not complete his or her term, the GSA 

Council must elect a new Vice President from among its council members to 
serve out the remainder of the term of office.   

a. The GSA Council must vote to declare the position open and to set 
a date for the election not less than two weeks and not more than 
one month following the vacancy of the office.   

b. Individuals must announce their candidacy at or before the GSA 
Council meeting scheduled two weeks prior to the election of the 
new Vice President.  

 
 
Voting Procedures for GSA Council Elections:  
 
1. Any graduate student or graduate special at UNR is eligible to vote.  
 
2. A “Call to Vote” will be sent to all currently enrolled graduate students through 
campus email.  
 
3. You may vote for any nominated candidate. Write-in candidates are not accepted. 
 
4. You are allowed to vote for as many candidates as there are open seats in your 
academic college..  
 
5. GSA voting is conducted through WebCampus and requires a NetID and Password 
for access.  
 
 


