GEOG 760 (3 Credits) / Spring 2011 Mella Harmon, Instructor

PLANNING STUDIO 775-829-4411/775-232-6505
M 5:30-7:30pm, (lab) MS 132 mellah@unr.edu
W 5:30-8:15pm MS 304 Office Hours: By appointment

PLANNING STUDIO
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Syllabus

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is the graduate level planning studio course. The topical focus this semester is historic
preservation and its role in specific planning activities. As such, the techniques and design
technologies will be directed toward conventions in historic preservation practice especially as
they are applied to documenting historic buildings, historic building conservation techniques,
and rehabilitation. Students will conduct an architectural survey and Inventory of a specified
Area of Potential Effect and present the results, in the report standard of the profession, for the
use of the Regional Transit Commission. Students will also make an oral presentation of the
survey results at the end of the semester.

COURSE FORMAT

Using basic historic preservation principles covered in Geography 759, students will conduct
fieldwork and historical research and document historic resources in the Area of Potential
Effect, develop applicable historic contexts for the purpose of evaluating properties for
eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and recommending properties
that are suitable for adaptive reuse/rehabilitation. Lectures will focus on developing additional
survey and inventory skills, such as photographic techniques, measured drawings, writing
architectural descriptions, mapping, advanced research methods, and historic preservation
treatments. Laboratory time will be spent conducting fieldwork, managing survey data,
processing survey results, and producing the final survey and inventory report. Students will be
expected to work independently and as a team.

STUDIO PLANNING PROJECT AND STUDY AREA

The Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) is sponsoring a multimodal study of the 4t
Street/Prater Way corridor from the 4™ Street Station at Lake Street in Reno to the Northern
Nevada Medical Complex east of Vista Boulevard in Sparks. One of the goals of the proposal is
to utilize the historic characteristics of the area to promote a sense of place. This class will
assist by conducting an architectural survey and inventory of the area between Lake Street and



El Rancho Drive (see map) and present their findings in a report that will be provided to the RTC
and will be used for project planning purposes.

GRADES

Course grades will be based on quality of individual work and the final product. This course will
require teamwork. Students who do not maintain an adequate level of individual effort toward
will be marked down.

90-100% A
80-89% B
70-79% C
60-69% D
Below 60% F

TEXTS

There is no specific text book for this course. Reading/reference materials will be provided by
the instructor or will be placed on reserve in the library, as needed.

COURSE POLICIES
Attendance: All students must attend class. In-class presentations will be required. Failure to
not attend class may result a loss of points needed to successfully pass the class.

Assignments: Assigned work must be completed prior to the start of class. Failure to turnin
papers on time will result in a reduction in grade.

Cheating: Cheating is defined in Section Ill of the University Catalog. Cheating is unacceptable
and will not be tolerated. A student found cheating will receive a failing grade for the course.
While collaboration among students is encouraged, all written work must be in each student’s
own words.

Disability: If you have a disability and require assistance, please contact the instructor or the
Disability Resource Center (Thompson Building, Suite 101) as soon as possible to arrange for
appropriate accommodations.
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