December 9, 2009 Faculty Senate Meeting Summary
Athletics Update: 
Athletic Director Cary Groth spoke about academic achievements, competitive successes, fundraising capital projects and their financial audit. 

Academic Achievements:

Wolf Pack Graduation success rate was 73% up from 70% the previous year; 79 student-athletes representing 15 teams earned their degree in the 2008-09 school year.
All 17 teams turned in an academic progress rate of 925 or better, the only school in the Western Athletic Conference

195 of the student athletes posted a 3.0 cumulative GPA or higher and 79 achieved a 3.5 or higher.

Competitive Successes:

The Wolf Pack Athletic Program finished a half point short of capturing its second WAC Commissioner’s Cup given to the conference’s most successful overall athletic program

Men’s Basketball finished second in the WAC and made its seventh consecutive post-season appearance in 2009

Softball won the WAC 2009 regular season title and will enter the 2010 season as a likely top 25 team again.

The Women’s Swim and Dive Team earned its third consecutive conference championship and, as a team, achieved Academic all-American status for the eighth consecutive year

The Football team finished second in the WAC this season with an overall record of 8-4 and will make its fifth consecutive Bowl appearance (Sheraton Hawaii Bowl) later this month.

Community Service:

Wolf pack Student Athletes and staff logged in over 2,500 hours of volunteer community service. 

Fundraising Capital Projects:

A total of 6,788 gifts were made to the Wolf Pack Athletics by 2,700 donors totaling $6,301,676

1,203 of those donors increased their gift amount from the previous year

In November, the Wolf Pack Athletics received a $ 1 million gift, facilitating the opening of the Hart Foundation Center for Health and Sports Medicine on campus. This will e the home of St. Mary’s Sports Medicine Center and the Nevada Physical Therapy serving our athletes and the Northern Nevada Community.

Financial Audit: For the fifth consecutive year, the AAUN received and unqualified opinion on its annual audited financial statements.

Athletics took a 33% budget cut. The economy has also caused a decrease in fundraising and gate receipts. Initial sales for basketball are down about $200,000. Coaches salaries are over the top nationwide, and the university cannot nor is willing to keep up with them, causing some turnover with coaches.

The NCAA certification process has begun; the last one was completed 10 years ago.
Chair’s Report:
BOR Update: 

· Institutional Strategic Plan was passed by the BOR after being presented by Executive Vice President and Provost Marc Johnson. 
· BOR declined to alter its June furlough policy so 100% research faculty would not be exempted.
Promotion and Tenure Issues that would be discussed in the spring:
· When should reconsideration begin?
· When (or should) redacted letters be available for faculty in the reconsideration/grievance process?
· Should the senate office have a formal place in the reconsideration process?
Academic Standards Committee’s Dual Degree Credits Proposal would come to the senate soon. 
Bylaws and Code Revisions: 

The senate voted to allow Chair Parker to revise the Bylaws and Code Committee’s remaining proposals considering the senator’s previous input. These have been to the senate for discussion and would be on the Senate January Agenda.

Bylaws and Code Committee Report: Fred DeRafols 

Link to the report: 

http://www.unr.edu/facultysenate/committees/B&C/BC_Yrend08-09.doc
The senate approved the report and endorsed the recommendations of the Bylaws and Code Committee.

Parking and Traffic Update: Melody Bayfield:

Recent Accomplishments:

· Maintained parking permit fees for 2009/10.

· Provided start-up funds for Sierra Spirit and persuaded RTC to provide several stops on and near campus.

· Provided funding to Police Department for cadet positions.

· Improved visitor parking

· Created a hardship permit for campus individuals who cannot afford to purchase an annual permit in advance.

· Our transportation program received an “A grade on the recent College Sustainability Report.
Visit with President Glick:
· The Reynolds School of Journalism received an $8 million grants to renovate the building.
· Monday’s Campus Closure: what options would professors like regarding rescheduling of classes during a closure such as this?
· Furloughs exemptions were not granted to 100% grant-funded faculty by the Board of Regents.

· The Governor asked agencies to present a budget reduction plan. The Chancellor declined as there was not enough time to do this by the deadline.

Technology Committee Final Report, Howard Goldbaum:
Link to the Report:

http://www.unr.edu/facultysenate/committees/Tech/Tech_Yrend09.doc
The Senate approved the report and endorsed the committee’s recommendation on open source software. 

The senate voted to send the remaining recommendations to the executive board for discussion and then be brought back to the senate.

Salary and Benefits Final Report, Horst Lange
Link to the report:

http://www.unr.edu/facultysenate/committees/SB/SB_Yrend09.doc
The senate approved the report and endorsed the recommendations to go to the Executive board for decision and distribution. 
