Proposed Charges for Faculty Senate Curricular Review Committee

Because of the recent financial crisis facing the state and the NSHE system, the University has undertaken the curricular review process to identify programs that may be reduced or eliminated. In the opinion of system counsel, financial considerations are a legitimate component of such analysis, as budgetary constraints force a choice between which programs provide the most value. NSHE code allows the University to define these procedures, though the ultimate decision resides with the President and the NSHE Board of Regents. The curricular review process was negotiated between the Senate Chair and the Provost, but the specific proposals were not. 
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The responsibility of this Faculty Senate Curricular Review Committee (FSCRC) is to advise the Senate as it makes its recommendations to the President.  This responsibility derives from Section 3.5.4.b(iv) of the UNR Bylaws, which is itself authorized by sections 5.4.5 to 5.4.7 of the Code.

The charges for this committee are: 

1. Review the Provost’s proposals for program reduction, reorganization, or elimination, along with each of the responses and the reports of the colleges, the Institutional Strategic Plan, and other relevant materials. 

2. Assess whether the process described in section 3.5.4.b of the UNR Bylaws, and detailed in the Provost’s Academic Planning Process, was followed.

3. Did the affected programs and/or the college faculty support or object to the curricular review proposals, and were substantive changes or alternatives proposed?  

4. Did the department’s response and/or the college’s report contain substantial new information that could affect the merits of the curricular review proposal?

5. If substantive changes or alternatives were suggested, report on whether those recommendations were or should be considered by the Provost and the President.

6. Report the results of the above assessment to the Faculty Senate, along with any other suggestions it might consider as it makes its recommendations to the President. 

