Faculty Senate Meeting Summary

March 26, 2009


Two Senses of the Senates were passed:

1. Sense of the Senate: The Senate approved a statement of support for President Milton Glick’s three-year evaluation, particularly his clarity, integrity, and willingness to communicate with the faculty. Chair Bill Follette would read the statement at the April 2 and 3rd Board of Regents’ Meeting.

2. Sense of the Senate: Sustainability Lunches:  The  Senate recognizes the importance of sustainability in today’s world; therefore, the senate supports the monthly ‘Sustainability Lunches’ as a way of raising awareness and engagement among faculty and students concerning this increasingly important issue.
3. Chair’s Report:
The Executive Board supports a policy that allowing voting through checkbox for time-dependent items. Any such items would pass with a majority of those senators who participate in the vote.  This policy would not need a bylaws change.
The Sense of the Senate on Health Care Benefits asking for no change in benefits had been sent to several legislators, the Board of Regents and the Council of Chairs. 
Dick Bjur spoke to some changes that were occurring in the Office of Sponsored Projects Office. Tammy Bain had left the university and Dick Bjur will be assisting until a new director has been chosen. The office is currently working towards having a back up for each person in the office and two people have been selected as pre- and post-award managers. If there are unresolved issues, senators are asked to please get in touch with Dick Bjur. OSPA should be well enough staffed to handle all incoming stimulus funds.  There was a discussion regarding the difficulty of hiring qualified staff and react quickly enough to the stimulus money that might be obtained. Senators asked that the changes in OSPA be sent out to faculty.
New Business: 

Summer Scholars Program:  Orientation has changed and will now be held throughout the summer in smaller sessions. This creates a challenge in scheduling the Summer Scholars program. A checkbox survey will be created to get input to decide on either Friday or Saturday for the summer scholars program prior to the August start for the Summer Scholars Program. The project is getting a late start this year as they have been looking for funding to purchase the books. There was a suggestion to use the book ​Inherit the Wind as it is pertinent to the current environment, an inexpensive book and there are lots of way to access the information, the play, the movie or the book.  Time is critical at this point, so a small committee will decide on the book quickly and then the committee will decide on the future process of choosing the book. 
Senate Chair Bill Follette plans to have a Faculty Coffee & Tea April 10, 2009. 

Visit with Executive Vice President and Provost Marc Johnson: 

The First Draft of the Institutional Strategic Plan would be going out next week.  Johnson met with the Executive Board and they formulated a procedure to planning light. The Provost’s Office wrote the first draft and would like to have faculty input on it, then a second draft will be done and sent to a larger committee. The deans have been asked to come up with degree programs that they anticipated instituting in the next six years. If the programs are not on the Academic Master Plan, which will follow the Institutional Strategic Plan, then the Board of Regents would not consider them. 
There was discussion on the budget and the article in the paper regarding the closure of the Planetarium. Provost Johnson said that the university answered a request to show what would be lost if they had to return to 2006 funding levels. The university was charged with specific programs that would have to be cut if they went back to 20.6%, they agonized over this and along with UNLV decided it was inappropriate and improper to name specific programs that might be considered for proposed buts. . The Planetarium made the headlines.  A question was asked if administration had thought about using furloughs to save money, some universities are saving several million dollars with this idea. Johnson said this was not something that they had looked at. 
Academic Standards Report: Committee Chair David Sanders:

The senate passed the recommendations for: 
Charge 1 with one change to C (3)(i)(d)changing it to 1 year instead of 2 years. 

Charge 4 as written and tabled the recommendations for Charge 2, 3, and 5 until the April meeting. Link to the report: www.unr.edu/facultysenate/meetings/08-09/index.html
