UNR Faculty Senate 2008-09

Technology Committee
Purpose:  Conduct studies and make recommendations on issues and policies relating to access, hardware, and software.  Facilitate communication between faculty and other technology committees on campus.
Membership to the Technology Committee is apportioned by major unit and the members are appointed by the Dean or Vice-President of these units.

Standing Charges

1.  Present a written report to the Faculty Senate, as scheduled with the Executive Board, regarding (a) actions on the committee’s charges; (b) a review of committee charges over the prior three years, and the implementation of past committee recommendations approved by the Senate; and (c) recommendations on the future status, organization, and charges of the committee. Provide a brief monthly oral summary of activities to the Senate through the Senate Liaison.

2.  Work with the Senate Manager to maintain committee documents using Sharepoint software.  

3.  Upon request by the Executive Board, review any proposals affecting campus technology, and report recommendations to the Executive Board within six weeks after receipt of any request for review.

4.  Serve as a sounding board, as requested, for the Vice President for Information Technology, and facilitate communication, as appropriate, with the Faculty Senate.  

5.  Conduct the software application process.  Review and prioritize software applications for awards in the fall. Submit the call for 2009-10 applications in spring 2009.  The Senate Office will organize approved applications, notify applicants of the disposition of their requests, place the order(s), and distribute the software.

Additional Charges

6. Are universities turning to open-source software for administrative software needs?   Research the technologies used by our peer and aspirant universities.  Could open-source software save the university money?
7. With more faculty using the Web to support their instructional goals, web support services have become crucial in allowing faculty to use the web appropriately.  Does the university’s web support currently meet demand? Are there areas where web support could be more robust?

