Memo

Date:

November 24, 2009

To:

Elliott Parker, Chair, Faculty Senate
From:

Dana Edberg, Chair, Academic Standards Committee

Subject:
Recommendation Concerning Dual Degree Requirements

The Academic Standards Committee reviewed the Faculty Senate Executive Board’s request for a recommendation concerning UNR’s policy about dual degrees.  The current policy states that if an undergraduate student wants to earn two different degrees (i.e. a BS and a BA or a named bachelor’s degree and a non-named degree) UNR requires the student to complete 32 additional credits beyond those required for completion of a single degree.  Even if the student could complete the requirements for both degrees, UNR policy requires that the student complete an additional 32 credits.  The policy does not require the credits to be earned in a specific area of either degree program; any 32 credits will do.  We are calling this the “dual degree” policy in the recommendation below.  If a student wants to complete two majors within the same degree, such as completing a BS with a major in Biology and a major in Chemistry, then that is referred to as a “dual major” in this memo.  UNR policy does not require students earning dual majors to complete any additional credits beyond those required for the two majors.

The Executive Board asked us to determine the basic rationale for the policy and to determine whether it should be changed.  We were not able to identify the original basic rationale for the policy, so we researched the issue with the following process:

1)
We asked UNR personnel about the rationale.  We were not able to find an answer about why the policy was originally instituted.

2)
We researched other accredited institutions to identify their policies.  Please see attachment A for a sample of the policies at other universities. As you can see in the attachment, most of the sample universities require additional credits to complete a dual degree.  The policies do vary, however.  While a majority require that those credits be closely affiliated with one or both of the degrees, there is great variation in the responsibility for the additional credits.  

3)
We discussed the issue among ourselves and with colleagues outside of our committee to identify possible reasons for the policy and also to identify the benefits and drawbacks of the policy.  

4)
We voted on potential recommendations.

Committee members had strong opinions about the issue as will be discussed later, but a majority of the ASC committee members believe that the policy should be eliminated and recommend that no extra credits be required for the completion of a dual degree.
The table below details the arguments for and against the current policy at UNR.

	Arguments for requiring additional credits for a dual degree (keep current policy)
	Arguments against requiring additional credits for a dual degree (modify current policy)

	The university should “brand” two different degrees, making it very clear that an additional degree requires additional work and additional credits.  
	The degree requirements, rather than number of credits, should dictate whether a student has earned a degree.  If a student has completed all degree requirements without completing an additional 32 credits, then the degree should be granted.

	Other universities have similar policies so UNR is in alignment with those universities.  We do not know why UNR started this policy initially, nor do we know why other universities have this policy, but it appears to be quite consistent among our peer and aspirant schools.
	Other universities have varied policies.  While most require additional credits, the type of credits seem to require some planning and additional advisement.  UNR simply requires additional credits while other universities require more definition of those credits.  Perhaps we should change the policy rather than eliminate it.

	Changing the policy may affect revenue.  The impact depends on the number of students pursuing dual degrees who could complete those degrees with less than 32 additional credits.
	The impact on revenue may be relatively small.  The impact depends on: Number of students completing dual degrees and % of those students who would not require additional credits for dual degree completion.

	The undergraduate policy is similar to the graduate policy.  Graduate students are allowed to only “double count” a limited number of credits between programs to earn multiple degrees.
	Undergraduate students must complete far more credits than graduate students. Undergraduate programs usually have more electives than graduate programs allowing greater flexibility and opportunity for dual degrees.

	The Board of Regents approved the 120 credit policy, so it is possible that this may not be an issue in the future.  If degree programs convert to 120 credits, then they may have fewer electives and it may become less possible to complete a dual degree without substantially more credits.  The policy probably affects relatively few students, so why go through the effort of changing it.
	The number of credits required to complete a degree is not relevant and the number of students that the policy affects is not relevant; it is a matter of fairness and consistency for the completion of a degree.  If a student can complete two degrees without completing additional credits, then the student should earn the degree.


After identifying and considering the arguments above, the committee reviewed the following options:
1.  
Eliminate the extra credits required for a dual major. If a student completes the requirements for both degrees, grant both degrees without extra credit required.
2. 
Eliminate the current policy at the university level and ask each college to implement a policy.

3. 
Keep the current policy.

4. 
Keep the current policy, but require that a majority of the credits be related in some way to one or both of the degree programs.
5.  
Keep the current policy, reduce the extra credits to 30 to better align with other institutions, and require that a majority of the credits be related in some way to one or both of the degree programs.
As stated earlier, committee members had strong opinions about this issue.  Some committee members believe that our policy is in alignment with other institutions and that we should not substantively change it.  Those committee members believe that even if we don’t know the original intent of the policy, it is clear that the policy is widely accepted among our peer institutions.  In addition, some committee members believe that students should complete additional credits to receive the extra degree; the extra degree provides additional “cachet” to the student’s portfolio and should be earned with additional credits.  These members, however, voted to change the policy to 30 additional credits (in alignment with other institutions) and to require that a majority of the credits be related in some way to one or both of the degree programs.
A majority of the committee believes that UNR should eliminate the extra credits required for a dual major.  A majority thought that the requirements for completion of a degree, as established by college and department, should dictate the overall requirements for the degree.  By establishing additional credits that are potentially unrelated to the degree, UNR is setting an additional “hurdle” that is unnecessary for degree completion.  However, the committee did NOT evaluate the fiscal impact of this recommendation and some members feel that the university must be made aware that a change of policy will potentially affect the number of credits students will complete at the university.  This policy change could potentially lower the number of FTE and tuition dollars.
If you have any questions about our recommendation, please feel free to contact me.

Appendix A:  Comparison of Dual Major vs. Dual Degree Requirements at other Institutions
	University
	Dual Major
	Overall Dual Degree

	Arizona State University
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 30 semester credits if degrees are sequential rather than concurrent.  It is not really clear from the catalog, but it looks like if the degrees are done concurrently, then no additional credits are required.

	University of Arizona
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 30 semester credits

	UC Davis
	No additional credits, but 80% of the upper division credits taken must be unique to a given major (can only overlap 20% with additional major)
	If one major leads to BA and another to BS, then student earns a BAS with multiple majors – follows same rules as dual major

	Colorado State University
	No additional credits, but must complete of minimum of 27 unique credits for each major.
	Additional 27-30 semester credits

	University of Colorado, Boulder
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Varies by college.  Generally requires an additional 25-32 semester credits

	Iowa State University
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 30 semester credits

	University of Nebraska, Lincoln
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Varies by college.  Generally requires an additional 28-32 semester credits

	University of Oregon
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 36 quarter credits

	Oregon State University
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 32 quarter credits

	University of Utah
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements

	Utah State University
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 30 semester credits

	Washington State University
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 30 semester credits

	University of Nevada, Reno
	No additional credits: must meet major requirements
	Additional 32 semester credits


Compare Policy on Dual Degrees

Arizona State University

Additional Degrees

Second Baccalaureate Degree
The student seeking a second baccalaureate degree must meet admission criteria for that degree. After conferral of the first degree, a minimum of 30 semester hours in resident credit courses at ASU must be successfully completed to earn the second baccalaureate degree. The student must meet all degree and university requirements of the second degree.

Concurrent Degrees
More than one baccalaureate degree may be pursued concurrently if prior approval is given by the standards committee(s) of the college(s) offering the degrees. Students may receive concurrent degrees if they meet the minimum requirements for both degrees.

University of Arizona

Academic Policies

Multiple Majors

A double major is possible for undergraduate students with two principal fields of study in programs that offer the identical degree type. For example, a student can major in both Linguistics and Classics, since both lead to the Bachelor of Arts Degree.   A triple major is another option, as long as the same degree title is available for the selected majors:  B.A., B.S., B.F.A., B.S.B., etc. Double and triple majors may be in the same or different colleges.

A second major may replace the required (or optional) minor, or it may be completed in addition to a minor in the student’s degree program.  The minimum total units required for graduation are set by the primary degree program or major (the first one).  At least 18 units in each major must be taken as University Credit.  See the Academic Program Requirements Reports (APRRs) for a complete statement of the requirements and approved courses for all undergraduate majors.  It is essential to maintain contact with the major advisor in each department to ensure that all specific requirements are met.

The student’s primary major determines the student’s college.  The student with a double major follows the degree requirements, policies and procedures of the college offering the primary major/degree program.   All majors are declared when the student files an application for degree candidacy.   When the student has completed all degree requirements, including those for the second/third major, the college of the primary major/degree program awards the degree, along with any academic honors.

To add a second or third major within or outside of your college, consult with the academic advisor for the new major regarding program requirements and the procedure to declare the major.  There may be restrictions on the time of the semester for declaring the major.   Declaration of a second or third major does not involve a change of college.

Second Bachelor's Degree
Candidates for a second bachelor's degree at The University of Arizona must earn no fewer than 30 units in addition to the units required for the first degree, and must meet all requirements for the second degree. The additional units may be completed concurrently with those applying to the first degree; however, at least 30 unique units of University Credit (units in residence not used for the first degree) must be completed for the second degree.  If the degrees are completed concurrently, the 30 units are added to the degree with the higher unit requirement. 

For sequential degrees, students must complete at least 50 percent of all course work required in the major of the second degree after the conferral of the first degree.

Students may apply for a simultaneous or sequential second degree only if the degree title and major differ from the first.  Students pursuing another academic program that would lead to the same degree title as the primary program must declare that program as an additional major, not a second degree.   Two or more majors may be completed within one academic degree program as long as these majors lead to the same degree title.  However, after the first degree is awarded, another major cannot be appended to it.  Students may instead pursue a post-baccalaureate certificate, a graduate degree, or a second baccalaureate with a degree title and major that differ from the first. 

University of California, Davis

Multiple Majors 

College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. A student choosing to major in multiple majors must petition the departments/programs/divisions responsible for the major(s) and the dean of the college. The dean’s approval of declaration for multiple majors is subject to the following: 
1.Eighty percent of the upper division units offered in satisfaction of course and unit requirements of each major must be unique; that is, they may not be offered in satisfaction toward the upper division unit requirements of any of the other selected majors. 

Courses with substantial overlap in content will not count as part of the 80 percent. Departmental advisers may approve only one course for substitution when considering the 80 percent in upper division courses and units required for each major. 
2.When unit requirements of the majors included in a request differ, the major with the smaller number of upper division units required should be used to compute the minimal unit difference that must be met.

3.A student in good academic standing and with a minimum of a C average in the upper division courses taken toward the major may elect to declare simultaneously more than one major within the college or a combination of majors offered by the college and other undergraduate colleges on campus. 

4.Combinations of majors offered by a single department/program/division are not allowed. Multiple majors will not be approved for the following majors: biochemistry and molecular biology; biological sciences; cell biology; evolution and ecology; genetics; microbiology; neurobiology, physiology, and behavior; plant biology.

College of Biological Sciences. Admission into multiple majors is subject to the approval of offices in charge of the majors involved and the dean of the college. Departments, curriculum committees and other teaching units, singly or collectively, as well as faculty advisers have the right to disapprove a student's request for a multiple major. 

Approval of a request to declare more than one major is subject to the following: 
1.Eighty percent of the upper division units used to satisfy requirements in each major must be unique; that is, they may not be offered in satisfaction of requirements of any of the other majors involved. 
2.If the major programs differ in the number of upper division units required, the major program requiring the smaller number of upper division units will be used to compute the minimum number of units that must be unique. 
3.In determining that the 80 percent requirements have been satisfied, advisers and the Dean must count both specific courses and courses with substantial overlap of content as common to the majors involved. 
4.Students must complete all majors within the 225-unit limit. 

5.Students may only petition for a multiple major after completing two Depth Subject Matter courses in each major. A student who completes all requirements for approved multiple majors in which one major normally leads to an B.A. degree and another normally leads to a B.S. degree, will receive a B.A.S. degree. A single degree is granted to students who graduate with multiple majors. 
College of Engineering. Engineering has two established combined majors. In addition to the combined majors, students may choose to complete multiple engineering majors. Enrollment in an engineering major and a non-engineering major may be possible. 

Double-major students must satisfy the requirements for both majors. Degree requirements for such double majors ordinarily cannot be completed within four academic years. A change of major petition is required for all requests and appropriate approvals from all applicable departments and dean's offices are necessary. 

The Department of Computer Science does not allow double majors of Computer Science and Engineering and Computer Engineering, or Computer Science and Engineering and Electrical 

Engineering, or Computer Science and Engineering and Computer Science. 

If you want to double major in any over-subscribed engineering major, you will be subject to the additional restrictions for changing into those majors and must satisfy the requirements of both majors. 

College of Letters and Science. Students choosing to major in multiple subjects must notify the dean’s office of their decision by submitting for approval a petition endorsed by faculty advisers in the majors. The dean’s approval of the declaration of more than one major is subject to the following conditions: 

1.At least 80 percent of the upper division units used to satisfy course and unit requirements in each major selected must be unique and may not be counted toward the upper division unit requirements of any other major undertaken. Courses with substantial overlap in content will not count as part of the 80 percent. 

If the major programs differ in the number of upper division units required, the major program requiring the smaller number of units will be used to compute the minimum number of units that must be unique. 
2.At the time of request, a substantial part of the preparatory subject matter and at least two upper division courses in each major must have been successfully completed. 
3.All degree requirements must be completed within the 225-unit limit. 

Combination proposals that cannot be approved are two or more majors offered by the same discipline, except art history and art studio. 

A student who completes all requirements for approved multiple majors in which one major normally leads to an A.B. degree and another normally leads to a B.S. degree, will receive a B.A.S. degree. A single degree is granted to students who graduate with multiple majors. 

Cross-College Majors 

College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. The College does encourage multiple majors between colleges whenever your academic interests and abilities indicate this to be the best route. After endorsement of the Change of Major petition by the appropriate faculty in the colleges involved, each dean may approve the petition if there are sufficient differences between the requirements for the major programs you wish to study. At least 80 percent of the upper division units used to satisfy course and unit requirements in each major selected must be unique and not duplicate those of the other major. In planning for multiple majors, you should determine the total requirements needed for each major as well as for graduation from each college involved. 
All degree requirements must be completed within the 225-unit limit. 

The same conditions apply for cross-college majors as for multiple majors. Cross-college programs will not be approved if the majors involved are available within a single college as well. For example, cross-college programs between the colleges of Letters and Science and Agricultural and Environmental Sciences will not be approved if one of the majors is biochemistry and molecular biology; biological sciences; cell biology; evolution and ecology; genetics; micro-biology; neurobiology, physiology, and behavior; or plant biology. 

College of Biological Sciences. The same conditions apply for cross-college multiple majors as for multiple majors within the college. In addition, approval of the deans of all involved colleges are required for cross-college multiple majors. 

College of Engineering. Enrollment in a combination of an engineering major and a non-engineering major may be possible. A change of major petition is required for all requests and appropriate approvals from all applicable departments and dean's offices are necessary. Such double-major students must satisfy the requirements for both majors. Degree requirements for such double majors ordinarily cannot be completed within four academic years. 

College of Letters and Science. The same conditions apply for cross-college majors as for multiple majors. Cross-college programs will not be approved if the majors involved are available within a single college as well. 

Colorado State University

Second Baccalaureate Degree Requirements

A second baccalaureate degree can be earned either concurrently (i.e., at the same time a student graduates with the first degree) or sequentially (i.e., when a student who previously graduated from Colorado State University or another accredited institution with a baccalaureate degree returns to school to earn a second degree.

Second Degrees Earned Concurrently

Students with multiple majors, who have successfully completed a minimum of 150 credits, a minimum of 27 unique credits for each major, and the AUCC category 4A-C requirements for each major, may request separate baccalaureate degrees. A maximum of two baccalaureate degrees (e.g., B.A. and B.S., or a B.A.S. and B.F.A.) can be earned concurrently.

Degrees Earned Sequentially

Students enrolling at Colorado State University after previously graduating with one or more baccalaureate degrees may earn an additional degree in a different major if they fulfill the following requirements:

1. A minimum of 30 semester credits in residence in addition to the credits earned at the time the student graduates with his/her previous baccalaureate.

2. All curriculum requirements for the major including All-University Core Curriculum requirements (see that section of this catalog). The earlier baccalaureate degree(s) may be from Colorado State University or from another institution accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, the Council for Higher Education Accrediting, or equivalent will fulfill the All-University Core Curriculum (AUCC) requirements with the exception of those AUCC courses (including category 4 courses) that are required in the major.

University of Colorado, Boulder

Double Degrees, Double Majors, Minors, and Certificate Programs -
There are several programs that allow students to include additional areas of academic concentration beyond their chosen major. Two different degrees, either from the same college or school, or degrees from different colleges or schools, may be earned, providing certain conditions are met. Students are admitted to one major and degree program initially but may pursue a second degree during their first semester of enrollment. Minor programs are offered in a number of undergraduate departments and programs in the College of Arts and Sciences, the Leeds School of Business, and the College of Engineering and Applied Science. Certificate programs in arts and sciences, business, engineering, and music fields are also available

Double Degrees – requirements vary by college – here are two examples

A student in the College of Engineering and Applied Science may be able to obtain bachelor's degrees in two engineering disciplines or one degree in engineering and one in another field, such as business, music, or one of the arts and sciences disciplines. Interested students should come to the dean's office (ECAD 100) for additional information.

Double Degrees from Engineering and Another College -
Arrangements to obtain bachelor's degrees in engineering and in the academic program of another college may be made through consultation with and written approval of the appropriate deans and completion of a minimum of 30 additional semester hours beyond the largest minimum required by either college or school.

Double Degrees within the College of Engineering and Applied Science -
Two bachelor of science degrees in engineering may be earned by obtaining the written approval of both departments concerned and completing a minimum of 30 additional semester hours beyond the largest minimum required by either department. Transfer students desiring two bachelor's degrees must present a minimum of 75 semester credit hours taken as a student in this college, and must satisfy all other stipulations regarding total hours required and approval of all course work by both departments concerned. Of the 30 additional hours for the second degree, a minimum of 24 shall be in courses offered by the secondary academic department or in courses approved in advance by the department as substitutes.

Students desiring to pursue a double-degree program must formally designate themselves double-degree candidates by filing a petition signed by the chairs of both departments concerned and the dean before enrolling for the last 30 hours of work to be completed for the double degree. 

The decision to earn a double degree should be carefully weighed, since qualified students may be able to obtain a master's degree for a similar number of credit hours (see Graduate Study in Engineering). 

College of Liberal Arts

Multiple Degrees:

Double Degrees

Two different degrees (i.e., a BA and BFA from the College of Arts and Sciences, or two degrees from different schools or colleges) may be earned from CU-Boulder if the following conditions are fulfilled:

1.  The student meets the residency requirements of, and is enrolled in, both the College of Arts and Sciences and the college or school granting the second degree.

2. The student presents a total of at least 145 credit hours passed.  If the second college sets a higher number of minimum credits for a double degree, then the higher minimum must be met.

3. For the BA and BFA degrees, 90 credit hours of arts and science course work are required (courses from outside arts and sciences that have been approved for the arts and sciences core curriculum will apply toward the 90 credit hours).

4. The student has completed all general education and major requirements of the College of Arts and Sciences.

5. Both degrees must be awarded at the same time.

Second Baccalaureate Degrees

A student who has been awarded a baccalaureate degree, either from this college or elsewhere, may be granted a second baccalaureate degree provided the following conditions have been fulfilled:

1.  All general requirements for the degree to be awarded by the College of Arts and Sciences have been met.  (Students are subject to the general degree requirements in effect the semester they enter the second baccalaureate degree program).

2. The major in the BA or BFA is different from the major in the first degree earned.

3. Arts and science students must complete a minimum of 45 credit hours in University of Colorado courses on the Boulder campus toward the second degree after admission to the second degree program.  Of these 45 credits, a minimum of 30 credits must be in arts and sciences upper-division credit hours completed as a matriculated student in the second degree in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Colorado at Boulder and at least 12 of these upper-division hours must be in the major.  Courses taken as a non-degree student do not count in these minimum requirements.

Iowa State University

2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: minimum of 30 credits beyond those required for the degree that has the highest credit requirement
Two Bachelor’s Degrees 

Students may receive two bachelor’s degrees if the requirements for each major (curriculum) are met and the total number of semester credits earned is at least 30 more than the requirements of the curriculum requiring the greater number of credits. This rule applies whether or not the degrees are awarded at the same time. Students should have an academic adviser in each major (curriculum), with one adviser being designated as the registration adviser. Students should request approval to pursue two degrees by completing the form, Request for Double Major/Curriculum or Two Degrees. 

This form is available from advisers and classification offices. Each adviser will have access to the student’s information after this form has been processed. The appropriate department and college must approve each degree program. 

Students who have earned advanced degrees and wish to earn a second Bachelor’s Degree may be eligible for a college waiver of certain basic and general education requirements. Students should contact the department offering the major for advice and appropriate planning.

 Double Major/Curriculum 

A double major is a program for a single degree in which all requirements for two or more majors (curricula) have been met. The majors (curricula) may be in different colleges or within the same college or department. The diploma and permanent record will designate all majors (curricula) that are completed at the same time. 

To declare a double major (curriculum), students should complete the form, “Request for a Double Major/Curriculum or Two Degrees.” 

This form, available from advisers and classification offices, should be completed at least one term prior to graduation. One major (curriculum) should be designated as primary and the other secondary for purposes of record keeping, but the student’s rights and responsibilities are the same in both majors. The adviser of the primary major will serve as the student’s registration adviser, but both advisers will have access to the student’s information. Degree programs must be approved for each major (curriculum) by the appropriate department and college. One of the majors may subsequently be canceled using the same form. 

Students in the College of Engineering are able to earn a degree with a second major/curriculum as long as the second major/curriculum is within another college, meets all requirements of the additional programs and contains a minimum of 15 additional credits beyond the requirements for a B.S. degree in engineering for each additional area of study. A student with multiple curricula within the College of Engineering is permitted to earn only multiple degrees.  All requirements for each curricula must be met plus an additional 30 credits for each curricula being pursued beyond the curriculum which requires the most credits. 

Students with a primary major in another college who wish to take a second major in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences are not required to meet the Liberal Arts and Sciences General Education requirements. They must, however, meet all requirements for the major, including complementary courses. Students in the B.L.S. curriculum in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences do not have majors. 

Second Major (Curriculum) Completed after the Bachelor’s Degree 
After receiving a bachelor’s degree, a person may wish to complete all requirements for another major (curriculum). Approval of the department of the second major (curriculum) is needed before study for the program is begun. At the completion of the program a notation will be made on the permanent record (transcript), but no change will be made on the diploma received at the time of graduation. A degree program must be approved for the second major/curriculum by the department and by the dean’s office.

University of Nebraska, Lincoln
2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: varies by college
Dual Degrees from the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources

Students in CASNR may earn a bachelor of science degree in more than one program. They must complete all requirements for both programs.
Dual Degrees from CASNR and Other UNL Colleges

Students in other colleges may earn a bachelor of science from CASNR and a degree from another

UNL college. Students will need to consult with both colleges to ensure all requirements are satisfied.

Majors/Double Majors

The College offers majors in the areas of accounting, actuarial science, agribusiness, business administration, economics, finance, international business, management, and marketing. The programs in actuarial science and economics are also available through the College of Arts and Sciences, and the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources also offers the agribusiness major. In each of these instances, requirements differ between colleges. Students should compare both options to determine which program best meets their needs.

Students may also wish to consider the opportunity to double major within the College. With such an option, students cannot double count credit specifically for both majors, but with a careful selection of elective course options, most requirements can be completed with only a few additional hours of credit.

Dual Degrees

Students may obtain a dual degree by simultaneously enrolling in and completing requirements in the College of Business Administration and another college on campus. Students will need to consult with both colleges to ensure all requirements are satisfied.

Dual Degrees from College of Education and Human Sciences and Other UNL College (Requires Dual Matriculation)

Students in the College of Education and Human Sciences may earn a bachelor of science degree from the College of Education and Human Sciences and a bachelor of science degree from another UNL college. Students must complete the degree requirements for both colleges and a minimum of 30 credit hours beyond their primary college.
Dual Options Within & Among Departments of The College of Education and Human Sciences

A student in the College of Education and Human Sciences may complete two or more areas of study within the College. Completion of the areas of study will be listed on the transcript. Students must complete the degree requirements for each area of study.

University of Oregon

2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: minimum of 36 UO credits beyond those required for the degree that has the highest credit requirement
University of Oregon undergraduate students must complete an academic major to graduate; they may also complete additional majors, minors, or both.

Concurrent Degrees

Concurrent degrees are awarded under the following conditions:

1. The second degree is offered by a different school or college

2. The student completes the departmental requirements for each major

3. The student completes the general-education requirements for each degree

4. The student completes a minimum of 36 credits at the UO beyond those required for the degree that has the highest credit requirement

5. The student submits two Application for Degree forms in the Office of the Registrar

Oregon State University

2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: minimum of 32 OSU credits beyond those required for the degree that has the lowest credit requirement
An undergraduate student may be granted a baccalaureate degree with one or more majors.

Credits: Minimum 180 earned credits, which must include:

1. Credits in upper-division courses: minimum 60 (exclusive of upper-division physical education activity courses).
2. Credits in each major: minimum, 36, including at least 24 in upper-division courses.
Subsequent Credentials: Minors, Certificates, Options, and Majors

A student who has received a previous bachelor’s degree either from OSU or from another accredited university or college may be granted a subsequent minor or certificate by completing current requirements for a minor or certificate, receiving the dean’s approval, achieving a minimum 2.00 OSU cumulative grade point average on work taken for the subsequent credential, and taking a minimum of 15 credits of OSU coursework applied to the subsequent credential.
A student who has received a previous bachelor’s degree from OSU may be granted a subsequent option or major by completing current requirements for the option or major, receiving the dean’s approval, achieving a minimum 2.00 cumulative grade point average on work taken for the subsequent credential, and taking a minimum of 15 credits of OSU course work applied to the subsequent credential.

Concurrent Baccalaureate Degrees

Students may concurrently earn two or more bachelor’s degrees; for example, a BA or BS with the same or different major.

Students must:

1. Meet the institutional, college, and departmental requirements of the curricula represented by the degrees;

2. Complete for each additional degree a minimum of 32 credits more than the requirements of the curriculum requiring the least number of credits;

3. Complete each additional 32 credits in residence.

Subsequent Baccalaureate Degrees

A student who has previously earned a bachelor’s degree from OSU may receive a second such degree if all requirements are met. The minimum of 32 credits may be completed at any time.

Students with a baccalaureate degree(s) from an accredited institution other than Oregon State University may be granted a baccalaureate degree from OSU upon satisfying the college and departmental requirements of the curriculum represented by the degree. Such a student also may obtain concurrent degrees from Oregon State University by satisfying the requirements for concurrent degrees.

A student seeking a concurrent or subsequent baccalaureate degree(s) also must satisfy the university’s residence requirements.
University of Utah
2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: no additional credit
Double-Major Requirements. To qualify for a double major, a student must satisfy the requirements of the University, including those for completion of both majors.  Students deciding to double major must delay graduation until the requirements for both majors have been completed.

 A second bachelor’s degree may be earned with approval of the college dean and registrar.

Utah State University

2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: 30 USU credits beyond those required for first degree
Students who simultaneously complete all of the requirements for more than one bachelor’s degree program shall be awarded a separate diploma for each degree.

Second Bachelor’s Degree

Applicants for a second bachelor’s degree must file an application with the Admissions Office and obtain the recommendation of their academic dean prior to being admitted. A second bachelor’s degree is available only to those on whom a first bachelor’s degree has been conferred by a regionally-accredited institution. Students must complete a minimum of 30 USU credits beyond those applied toward the first bachelor’s degree, 18 of which must be earned in department approved upper-division courses related to the major. USU credits may be earned in courses completed at USU’s Logan campus or at designated centers, or through classes offered by Regional Campuses and Distance Education through USU.

Candidates for a second bachelor’s degree must have met the American Institutions requirement in the first bachelor’s degree, or complete the requirement before receiving the second bachelor’s degree.

Note: The first bachelor’s degree must have been awarded by a regionally-accredited college or university.

Washington State
2nd Major: no additional credit

2nd Degree: 150 credit minimum
Minor, Second Major, or Second Baccalaureate Degree

A student who has completed 60 semester hours and is certified in a major may certify a second major or a minor with the approval of the department concerned. The student should consult with the department concerning hours and grade point requirements and an approved schedule of studies to meet such requirements.

A second major requires completion of departmental requirements for the major, exclusive of General Education Requirements. A minor requires a minimum of 16 semester hours, 9 of which must be in upper-division course work and taken in residence at WSU or through WSU-approved education abroad or educational exchange courses. Upon completion of the requirements, the department will notify the Registrar’s Office, and the minor or second major will be posted on the student’s permanent record (transcript).

A student who desires to complete a second baccalaureate degree shall satisfy the second degree program and college requirements and present not less than 150 semester hours of credit. The first bachelor’s degree, whether at WSU or at another accredited institution, is understood to fulfill all University requirements for graduation, including the 300-400-level requirements, University Writing Portfolio, the minimum hours for the first degree, as well as the requirements of the General Education Program. See Appendix, Rule 54.l
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