Academic Standards Committee (ASC)

Charges, 2009-10 Academic Year

Purpose:  The Academic Standards Committee monitors, conducts studies, and makes recommendations on matters such as admission standards, grading practices, degree requirements, academic status, scholarships, and related issues. 

Chair to meet with Executive Board in January 2010
Report due for Presentation to Faculty Senate in April, 2010

Standing Charges:

1. Review ASC charges over the prior three years, and recommendations adopted by the Faculty Senate. Report on the implementation status of these recommendations.

2. Make recommendations on the future status, organization, structure, and charges of the ASC. Consider whether the committee is necessary and effective, and how could it be improved.

3. Upon request by the Executive Board, review any proposals affecting ASC objectives, and report recommendations to the Executive Board within six weeks after receipt of any request for review.

4. Upon request by the Executive Board, serve as a sounding board for the Executive Board for issues related to ASC charges and objectives.
5. Appoint a liaison from the ASC to the Core Curriculum Board, and another liaison to the Academic Advising Advisory Board.  Facilitate communication, as appropriate, between these boards and the Faculty Senate.  

Additional Charges:

1. What are the current practices and rules regarding a “statute of limitations” on courses?  Can we reconcile the “nontraditional no more” program with the need to teach current material?  Should there be a single university policy, or should it depend on the particular course and discipline?  What do other universities do?
2. There has been much discussion over the need to improve and increase interdisciplinary programs and cooperation, but this has been hard to implement for many reasons, including incomplete information and departmental incentives.  In the current budget climate, there is concern that interdisciplinary programs could become even more problematic.  What is the experience of other universities, and how do they address these barriers?

3. Should there be a residency requirement for majors and minors?  Current UNR policy specifies a minimum number of credits at UNR to earn a degree, but the requirement does not specify that the credits must be applied towards the degree. A student could potentially earn a degree without ever having taken a course at UNR in the major or minor field. Should this policy be modified?  What do other universities do?

4. The current schedule for final examinations has been in place for at least two decades.  Could this examination schedule be improved?
RECOMMENDATION from the 2008/09 committee:  The basic residency requirement for UNR is that 32 upper division credits must be earned at UNR. The committee recommends that at least 1/3rd of those credits must apply to the degree. It is recommended that the same 1/3rd requirement be applied to minors as well. Therefore 1/3rd of all minor requirements must be earned at UNR.

