UNR Faculty Senate 2008-09

Academic Standards Committee
Purpose:  Study best practice and university policy on matters such as admission standards, grading practices, academic integrity, degree requirements, academic status, and scholarships.  Make recommendations to help ensure that the university keeps high academic standards. 

Standing Charges

1.  Present a written report to the Faculty Senate, as scheduled with the Executive Board, regarding (a) actions on the committee’s charges; (b) a review of committee charges over the prior three years, and the implementation of past committee recommendations approved by the Senate; and (c) recommendations on the future status, organization, and charges of the committee. Provide a brief monthly oral summary of activities to the Senate through the Senate Liaison.

2.  Work with the Senate Manager to maintain committee documents using Sharepoint software.  

3.  Upon request by the Executive Board, review any proposals affecting academic standards, and report recommendations to the Executive Board within six weeks after receipt of any request for review.

4.  Appoint a liaison from the committee to the Core Curriculum Board, and another liaison to the Academic Advising Advisory Board.  Facilitate communication, as appropriate, between these boards and the Faculty Senate.  

Additional Charges

5.  Meet with academic advisors to consider in more detail the potential problems with the first three proposals of the 2007-2008 committee, which were tabled by the Senate.  Revise these proposals as necessary, and bring them back to the Senate in the Fall for further consideration.

6.  Review and propose revisions to the university’s policy on student grade appeals, with particular attention to the policies and procedures used in peer and aspirant institutions.

7.  Building on the recommendations of prior committees, recommend a specific set of standards for a consistent faculty response to student academic dishonesty.

8. Consider alternative methods of using university resources more efficiently and enabling students to reduce the time to completion of their degrees, including increasing the use of four- and five-credit courses, encouraging more courses in the summer semester, and whether the 124-credit undergraduate minimum for graduation is optimal.  Make recommendations. 
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