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SENSE OF THE SENATE:

NSHE POLICY ON ESTABLISHING A 120 CREDIT DEGREE CAP FOR GRADUATION
The Faculty Senate of the University of Nevada, Reno appreciates the effort of the Chancellor in pursuing means that will enhance graduation rates and diminish student costs.  Reducing the general credit requirement from 128 credits to 120 credits may accomplish these goals.  In most instances the 120 credit will have little if any negative effect on curricular or scholarly quality.

While supporting the goals articulated by the Chancellor, a fixed and mandated policy fails to recognize potential and very real differences that exist among academic disciplines in terms of the need for full coverage of discipline specific coursework combined with the needs of a comprehensive liberal arts education.  The Senate also recognizes, as does the Chancellor, that some specific units would be hard pressed to implement the 120 credit cap and still meet accreditation standards from various disciplinary bodies.  Determining the appropriateness of such exceptions to the proposed 120 credit degree cap is an academic decision best left to specific campus units, although with the strong presumption exceptions to the 120 degree credit cap will be exceptional.  

Thus, the Faculty Senate of the University of Nevada, Reno supports the general policy proposal creating a 120 credit degree cap for undergraduates and requests the Chancellor and Board of Regents to allow individual institutions the latitude to implement the cap with any justified exceptions over a five year period.  The proposed timeline allows for proper assessment of curricular and specialized accreditation needs which are ultimately in the best academic interests of students pursuing degrees at the University. 















