AGENDA

University of Nevada, Reno

2007-08 Faculty Senate

March 20, 2008, 1:30 p.m.

RSJ 304

All times are approximate

	1:30
	1.
	Roll Call and Introductions


	

	1:35
	2.
	Request to Approve the February 20,  2008 Meeting Minutes


	Action/Enclosure

	1:40
	3.
	Visit with Regent Michael Wixom

	Information/Discussion

	2:10
	4.
	Chair’s Report: Steve Rock
	Information/Discussion


	2:50
	5. 
	Bylaws Revisions: Elliott Parker

	Action/Enclosure

	3:30
	
	Break


	

	3:40
	6.
	Textbook Prices: Marie Stewart
	Information/Discussion


	4:10
	7.
	Faculty Senate Website: Steve Rock
	Information/Discussion/Enclosure


	4:40
	8
	Elect Executive Board Nominating Committee Members
	Action/Enclosure


	4:50
	9. 
	New Business
	Information/Discussion



	5:00
	10.
	Adjourn


	


	Future Senate Meetings
	Future Board of Regents Meetings

	UNR Faculty Senate Website
	NSHE Website

	April 17 , 2008

RSJ 304
	April 3-4

WNC

	May 7 , 2008

RSJ 304
	June 12-13

TMCC


University of Nevada, Reno

2007-08 Faculty Senate

1. Roll Call and Introductions
Present: Eric Albers (HHS), Eric Albers for Judith Sugar (HHS), John Burnett for Tom  Lean (A & F), Dick Bjur (Research), Maureen Cronin (SS), David Crowther (COE), Donnelyn Curtis (Library), Dean Dietrich (DEV), Bill Follette (CLA), Jodi Herzik (Provost), Guy Hoelzer (COS),  John Marini for Leonard Weinberg (CLA), Stephen Jenkins (COS), Doina Kulick (SOM), Alex Kumjian (COS), Donica Mensing for Bourne Morris (JO), Mano Misra (EN), Melissa O’Brien for Patricia Swager (SOM), Elliott Parker (COBA), Hans-Peter Plag (COS), Steve Rock (COE), Nelson Rojas (CLA), Aaron Santesso (CLA), Barbara Scott (SOM), JoAnne Skelly (COOP), Judy Strauss (COBA), Judith Sugar (HHS), Shanon Taylor (COE), Ginny Vogel (CLA), Jill Wallace (IT), Esmail Zanjani CABNR).

Absent: Gale Craviso (SOM), Michelle Gardner (Pres), Normand LeBlanc (SOM), Leah Skladany (SOM).

Guests: Tom Baker (CAB Coop), Jerry Buk (Coop), John Burton (COOP), Scott Casper (CLA), Alice Crites (COOP), Jeff Fontain (NV Assoc of Counties), Stan Johnson (Chair, Cooperative Extension/ Extended Studies Review Committee), Gena Jones (HR), Eric Killian (COOP), James Menzel (COOP), Marilyn Ming (COOP), Alissa Mortensen (Provost’s), Greg Mosier (COBA), Kurt Pregitzer (COOP), Jackie Reilly (COOP), Brad Schultz (COOP), Madeleine Sigman-Grant (COOP), Jill Ukeiley (COOP), Greg Wilson (COOP). 

2. Request to Approve the January 17, 2008 Meeting Minutes
MOTION: Vogel/Skelly To approve the January 17, 2008 meeting minutes as published.

ACTION: Passed Unanimously

3. Chair’s Report: Chair Steve Rock: 

The Search Committee for the Executive Vice President and Provost sent the list of strengths and weaknesses for each of the four candidates who were on campus. The final references are being checked and a decision should be made soon. 

At the February Board of Regents Meeting a unique situation arose with students from College of Southern Nevada (CSN) speaking for about 2.5 hours on the proposed increased tuition and budget cuts. The institutions’ budgets were revised based on the 10 million available from the iNtegrate Project. The change from a per credit student surcharge to a per credit student fee at UNR was not heard at this meeting. The Knowledge Center will open in time for the fall semester. Currently on campus there is the Energy and Environment Committee which will be changing its name to the Sustainability Committee. The senate was asked for three nominations for this committee: Hans-Peter Plag, Scott Slovic, and Dennis Murphy have been recommended by the executive board and David Crowther has volunteered. The College of Science (COS) and the College of Liberal Arts (CLA), and the Health and Human Sciences (HHS) Review Committees are being formed. The executive board has not yet received the proposal for the HHS Reorganization but expects it to be ready by mid March. Associated Students Union of Nevada (ASUN) has drafted a resolution regarding the cost of textbooks. In 2006 the senate drafted a resolution regarding this issue as well. Faculty were asked to be timely in ordering their textbooks as a cost savings effort and to think about asking Marie Stewart to speak to faculty regarding the efforts that the ASUN bookstore was trying to make regarding this. Stewart spoke to the senate in November 2006 and the minutes from the meeting can be found at this link: 

http://www.unr.edu/facultysenate/Meetings/Archives/06-07/Minutes/11-16-06min.pdf
The senate could ask Marie Stewart to speak at a senate meeting regarding the rising costs of textbooks and what the bookstore is doing. 

Campus safety: the efforts that faculty have made to make their students aware of safety has been greatly appreciated by students and parents. The senate and the university applaud their efforts and would encourage faculty, staff and students to still be thoughtful and careful during this time. 

Break: 
4. Cooperative Extension/Extended Studies Draft Report: Stan Johnson, Committee Chair, and President Glick
Stan Johnson reported that the following constituted the committee: Jerry Buk, Cooperative Extension, Scott Casper, of History, Kerri Garcia, Extended Studies, Greg Mosier, Business, and Kurt Pregitzer, CABNR, Alissa Mortensen, Provost’s Office. 

President Glick stated that the committee was charged with reviewing these units to improve the effectiveness of them, creating a greater integration of the cooperative extension and campus, which would bring the resources of campus out to the community. Glick would like comments send to him. Glick also stated that Stan Johnson who was a retired provost from Iowa State University’s Extension and was well respected in this field. Glick stated that good universities review things, not because they are broken, but the make them better. We should not be afraid to ask tough questions. One of the recommendations was to become more engaged with the private sector. Another was more cooperation among faculty on campus and extension work. Glick would like all responses to the report sent to him, with copies to Johnson, and questions about the actual report sent to Johnson. Glick explained the role of the Cooperative Extension for those senators who were not familiar with cooperative extension. Cooperative Extension used to be in the College of Agriculture but became its own unit here at the university. Both Extension and Extended Studies have a commonality in terms of areas of service. Glick would like to see and integration of campus faculty and the cooperative extension, and realized that would not be able to happen at current funding levels. JoAnne Skelly stated that the faculty were academic faculty and do academic work and historically that there was collaboration between, Extension, the state, the counties, and with federal partners. Many of the new students that attend UNR have participated in 4H which is under the wing of Extension, so it was felt that they did a great job with recruiting new students. One recommendation of the report was that someone needed to pay more attention to the private sector, to become more engaged with the private sector. Jeff Fontain (Nevada Association of Counties) spoke regarding the impact of the report on cooperative extension. All counties were different and each of them had worked closely with cooperative extension to get the services they needed. Tom Baker (Chairman, Advisory Board Cooperative Extension), requested that President Glick meet with him and the stakeholders. Jodi Herzik, Program Specialist Extended Studies gave a brief explanation of what Extended Studies did, for example, they did independent academic learning, the planetarium, summer school, distance education, and millennium meltdown programs. Herzik stated that with the university’s role statements of 40% research, 40% teaching, and 20% service, faculty would not be willing to devote their time to service with outreach.  Extended Studies and Cooperative Extension do not feel a close relationship with campus faculty, they are in the off campus business, but perhaps with different role statements there would be more buy in for campus faculty to work with Extended Studies and Cooperative Extension. There was time for limited discussion of the report which ranged from the legality of charging more for tuition to making both Extended Studies and Cooperative Extension more effective, to the difference between public and private goods. President Glick felt that every university should review and evaluate programs as a regular course of business, not just wait until they are broken to fix them. Glick also asked that all comments be referred to him, unless they were questions regarding the actual report, then they should go directly to Stan Johnson.  

5. Crime on Campus: Adam Garcia, Director UNR Police Services

Director Adam Garcia, spoke first about the article in paper that he was in the running for a position. That was true; however, he has decided to stay at UNR. There were a number of things happening on campus regarding campus safety. The number of safety classes had increased to two per week. The safety classes had been ongoing for years, but now with recent events, participation has increased tremendously. Police Services had increased patrols between the hours of 5 pm to 3 am. There were a minimum of 2 officers on campus, however, these officers also had to cover the Redfield Campus, Sparks, Valley Road, etc.   The schedule was being changed so that officers would be working eight hour shifts as opposed to 10 hour shifts to provide 3 officers per shift. The university had increased the hours of campus escort, police services would also pick up the overflow for campus escort, parking changes had been put into place so that faculty, staff and students can park in front of JCSU beginning at 3:30 pm. The Dennison Investigation was ongoing and most of the information was confidential, this has been a very trying time for the family and the police. The number of sexual assaults has not necessarily increased, but the reporting of them has. Typically sexual assault was the most under-reported crime. In the past, most of the reported sexual assaults were date rape.   Garcia said that the rapist would continue to look for victims of opportunity, don’t walk alone at night, be aware of your surroundings, don’t text message or listen to an IPod when walking alone. The number for campus escort: 742-6808, to ask for a police escort, call 334-2677. The campus emergency website link: http://www.unr.edu/emergency. A proposal had been submitted to President Glick for $100,000 for Blue Towers. The Blue towers would have a phone that would contact 911 or campus escort. In order to install all twenty-five towers, Police Services would need another $60,000. 

Garcia said that police services had message dump call every phone on this campus with one phone call, also he could send campus emails regarding any emergencies. Aaron Santesso asked if a faculty member was contacted by theFBI regarding student work what should they do? Garcia recommended checking with General Counsel. 

Concern was expressed regarding lack cameras in the parking garage, the safety of students and students walking into the neighborhood surrounding UNR. Garcia reiterated that everyone needed to be aware of their surroundings and to call campus escort when leaving at night.  
6. UNR Bylaws Revisions: Elliott Parker

The Bylaws and Code Committee would be bringing a series of bylaws revisions forward to the senate, once approved by the senate, then the final packet would be sent to the faculty for a vote, then to the President and finally to the Regents. 

Elliott Parker was bringing two amendments forward at this meeting:

1. To renumber the UNR Bylaws using Wittgensteinian numbering system consistent with the code, a table of contents, and a conversion table from old to new sections listed at the back (index). This would allow for bylaws changes without renumbering the bylaws each time there was a change. 

MOTION: Scott/Vogel. To approve the amendment as published.  

Action Passed unanimously

2. To amend the UNR Bylaws to simplify the approval process for department bylaws and create a reconciliation process for cases in which unit and department bylaws conflict with UNR Bylaws and/or the Code. The current process required many steps and took approximately a year to complete. 

The change would require someone cognizant of bylaws and code in each of the dean’s offices. There was discussion as to whether or not bylaws should be called bylaws or policies and procedures. 

MOTION: Albers/Burnett

ACTION: Passed 1 opposed

7. Faculty Code of Ethics John Mahaffy 

John Mahaffey was a member of the Academic Standards Committee and his subcommittee wanted to engage faculty in a conversation about a Faculty Code of Ethics. How would the senate like to see the discussion handled, would they like the subcommittee to bring forward some drafts for faculty to look at? Some of the questions raised were: Should the faculty as a member of the AAUP just use that code of ethics? Do we want to look at different codes of ethics? What do we hope to achieve with a code of ethics? Would we then be responsible for establishing consequences of any violations and how would we enforce them? Would this interfere with Chapter 6, and would the code of ethics conflict with state law? 

Discussion consisted of using the AAUP Code of Ethics, sending that out for discussion and comments, the conversation might be as important as the final result, the senate could disseminate, or do online discussions, the subcommittee should speak with the Center for Ethics and Governance regarding this. Put a link on the senate webpage for discussion. http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/pubsres/policydocs/contents/statementonprofessionalethics.htm
8. New Business:

None

Adjourn 4:40 PM



Bylaws Amendments Part 2 Link:

http://www.unr.edu/facultysenate/Meetings/07-08/Agendas/Bylaws%20Amendments%20Part%202.pdf


For the Faculty Senate Website Discussion
http://www.asu.edu/provost/asenate/
http://www.asu.edu/provost/uac/Penn%20State/senate.html
http://academic-senate.berkeley.edu/index.html
New university website designs:

http://www.unr.edu/alumni/
http://www.unr.edu/sanford/
http://www.asunbookstore.com/
http://www.unr.edu/cla/history/

Nominating Committee Information: Nominations will be accepted from the floor and ballots will be distributed at the meeting.

List of Candidates: 

Eric Albers

Donnelyn Curtis 

Guy Hoelzer

Bourne Morris

JoAnne Skelly
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