
 
Accelerated BS/MS Program in Engineering      3-27-09 
College of Engineering, University of Nevada, Reno 
 
Program Availability with the College of Engineering 
 

a) Civil and Environmental Engineering, Computer Science and Engineering, and Electrical and Biomedical 
Engineering -As shown with both thesis and non-thesis options available for MS portion. 

b) Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering – As shown except only the thesis option will be available. 
 
Admission Requirements 
Students apply for the Accelerated Program after completing at least 75 credits towards their BS degree with a 3.2 GPA 
(all UNR courses complete on the Engineering Degree Checklist are included in the GPA calculation).  This will typically 
occur during the spring of their junior year.  Students must have completed their Basic Science courses and at least 30 
credits of Engineering Science or Design courses (see Engineering Degree Checklist for each program).  At least 24 
credits of the Engineering Science or Design classes must have been earned at UNR at time of application.  As part of the 
admission process, a student must select a faculty advisor for their graduate degree. 
 
Program Requirements 
Students that are admitted into the program will be allowed to take up to 6-credits of technical electives for their BS 
degree as 600-level graduate courses.  The 600-level courses selected for this purpose must be approved by the student’s 
BS program department and graduate advisor, and permission granted by the Graduate School.  700-level courses cannot 
be taken as long as you are considered an undergraduate student.  The student must receive a B (3.0) or better in the 
course for it to be considered for the program.  The graduate academic advisor must be in the area of specialization that 
the student has selected for their graduate degree.  Upon completion of all BS requirements, a student will receive her/his 
BS degree.  A student must complete the BS degree at UNR to be part of the Accelerated BS/MS Program. 

During their senior year, student will apply for admission into the Graduate School.  The student must be admitted by the 
MS degree granting department and the Graduate School.  Requirements can include but are not limited to a GPA and/or 
GRE minimum.  If a student is not admitted by the MS degree granting department or the Graduate School, the 600 level 
courses completed will apply as technical electives within the BS degree program.  Only 9 credits of graduate work can be 
completed before entering into the Graduate School.  The GRE should be taken before or during the 1st semester of the 
student’s senior year.  The Accelerated BS/MS Program Application must be done before completing the BS degree.  
Students will complete all MS degree requirements and may apply the 6 credits of 600-level courses towards both the BS 
and MS degree requirements.  For the MS degree, the student must meet the Graduate School requirement of an average 
of a 3.0 GPA in courses applied to the MS degree.  Courses and/or thesis requirements will be established by the 
department graduate advisor. 

Continuation in the Program 
Continuation in the program requires that students maintain a grade point average of 3.2 or higher in their UNR degree 
required courses.  If a student’s GPA drops below 3.2, the student will be placed on academic probation within the 
program for one semester.  If the student raises their GPA to 3.2 or higher, he or she will be removed from probation and 
returned to good status to the program.  If after one semester the student is not able to raise their GPA sufficiently, she/he 
will be removed from the Accelerated Program.  At which point she/he may pursue a BS and MS degrees through normal 
requirements. 
 
Financial Impact 
Students should note that graduate courses do not apply towards the 12 credits required for full-time undergraduate 
standing.  In most cases, 12 credits of undergraduate credit are required for undergraduate financial aid.  Therefore during 
the senior year, each semester a student should have at least 12 undergraduate courses in addition to the 600-level courses.  
The 600-level courses will require payment of graduate credit tuition.  Certain scholarships cannot be used for graduate 
credits.  Financial support may be available through the graduate program.



 
University of Nevada, Reno, College of Engineering    3-27-09 
ACCELERATED BS/MS PROGRAM APPLICATION 

                                                                               
An Accelerated BS/MS Program encourages our outstanding students in the College of Engineering at the University of Nevada, Reno 
to obtain a MS degree.  Students apply for the Accelerated Program after completing at least 75 credits towards their BS degree with a 
3.2 GPA (only UNR courses are included in the GPA calculation).  This will typically occur during the spring of their junior year.  It 
is best to apply one month in advance of course registration, therefore by October 15 and March 1. Students must have completed their 
Basic Science courses and at least 30 credits of Engineering Science or Design courses.  At least 24 credits of the Engineering Science 
or Design classes must have been earned at UNR at time of application.  As part of the admission process, a student must select a 
faculty advisor for their graduate degree. 
 

Student Information 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name  First Name  Middle Name  Student ID (R Number) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
University Email Address   Student Signature   Date 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Local Mailing Address 
 
Courses Proposed to be Taken for both Undergraduate and Graduate Degrees (6 credits) 

1) Course Prefix and Number: ___________ Course Title: _____________________ 
Term to be taken: _____________________ 

2) Prefix and Number: __________________ Course Title: _____________________ 
Term to be taken: _____________________ 

 If courses change, this form must be resubmitted.         Check this box, if this is a resubmission. 
 Note: 600 level courses must be approved by the Graduate School 
 
Undergraduate Degree 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Major  No.  of Credits toward Degree Completed        GPA in those Credits 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name and Signature of Current Undergraduate Advisor   Date 
 
Graduate Degree 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Major 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name and Signature of Future Graduate Advisor    Date 
 
College of Engineering Approval 
 
Student Meets GPA and Course Requirements: Yes   No _____________________________________ 
       (Completed by Dean’s Office Representative) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name and Signature of Dean, College of Engineering    Date 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name and Signature of Department Graduate Director   Date 
 
Note: During their senior year, student will apply for admission into the Graduate School.  The student must meet all the requirements 
of the Graduate School and the MS degree department.  This may include a GPA and/or GRE requirement.  Only 9 credits of graduate 
work can be completed before entering into the Graduate School that would count towards a graduate degree. 


