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Online Master's Program in Literacy Studies  
 
The Online Master's Program at the University of Nevada, Reno offers licensed teachers the 
opportunity to develop advanced knowledge in the area of Literacy Studies. The online Master 
of Education (M.Ed.) degree is a rigorous academic curriculum intended for the practicing 
educator. This degree is a total of 40 credits and requires a comprehensive examination at the 
end of the program.  The degree focuses on research-based literacy instruction from the 
perspective of Multiple Literacies . Literacy in contemporary society is undergoing change as 
a result of social, cultural, economic, and technological practices and advances.  As a result of 
these changes, literacy encompasses many new ways of reading and writing; literate practices 
are not limited to print decoding or cognitive strategies used for comprehension or 
composition.  Educators in modern society must attend to the myriad and complex ways that 
social groups construct and disseminate meanings through new and evolving literate 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÉÅÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ 
modern society and assumes a critical perspective about relationships between literacies and 
empowerment in a multicultural and pluralistic world.   
 
 

This manual is for the student who wants to complete all or the majority (more than 
half) of courses online.  You have the option of combining online and on-campus courses. It 
will be important for you to work with your assigned advisor if you are combining formats to 
be sure you are meeting all program requirements. 
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Program Phases and Student Responsibilities  
 
4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÓÔÁÇÅÓȡ ɉρɊ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÈÁÓÅȟ ɉςɊ 
the coursework phase, and (3) the graduation phase. 
 

Date 
completed  

Step in Process Required Forms  

 Application Phase   

 Apply to the Graduate School 
Graduate school on-line application (Graduate School 
web site) 
http://www.unr.edu/grad/prospective/apply.asp   

 
Apply to the Literacy Studies 
Program 

Applications and dispositions statements  
(attached)  

 
Coursework Phase  

After acceptance into the 
Program  

 

 
Create approved program of study 
with advisor and submit to 
graduate school 

Program of Study Form (Graduate School web site) 
http://www.unr.edu /grad/forms/   
 

 
Complete course work 
 

Change of Program of Study or Change of Committee 
forms are needed for any changes 
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/  

 
Graduation Phase  

Upon Coursework Completion  
 

 Apply for graduation  
Application for Graduation (Graduate School web site) 
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/   

 Complete Comprehensive Exam  
.ÏÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ #ÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏÎȟ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ  
(Graduate School web site) 
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/   

 
 
Please note that you are responsible for all of your paperwork throughout your entire graduate program.  
Your paperwork in your graduate program is not the responsibility of your academic advisory chair or 
committee members.  You must keep your advisor informed of your progress each semester via email.  
 

http://www.unr.edu/grad/prospective/apply.asp
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
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APPLICATION PHASE 

Admission Requirements for the Online Master's (M.Ed.)  
!ÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ Studies must have an overall cumulative 
GPA of 2.75 or better (on a 4-point scale) or 3.0 for the last half of the undergraduate degree. 
Applicants who are U.S. citizens are not required to take additional tests. International applicants must 
take the TOEFL.  There are no provisional admissions to the online program. Please use the following 
checklist to manage the steps of your application.  
 

Checklist for Completing Your Application  
Date 

completed  
Step in Process Forms or Sites 

 
Read all program descriptions carefully to 
make sure this is the program for you. 

http://www.unr.edu/education  

 
Apply online to the Graduate School at UNR 
ɉÓÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȱ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍɊ 

http://www.ss.unr.edu/apply/   

 
Have transcripts of all college/ university work sent directly from those institutions 
to the Graduate School 

 
Send or fax application materials required by the Literacy Studies Program (address 
below): 

 Literacy Studies Application form Attached 

 Signed Dispositions Form Attached 

 Two professional letters of recommendation 

 Brief resume of your educational experiences 

 
3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ  ! ÂÒÉÅÆ ɉρ-3 page) typed essay 
describing your educational philosophy and purpose for pursuing the degree  

 Acceptance Notification   

 
You will receive a letter from the Graduate School indicating whether you have been 
accepted into the program. 

 
If accepted, you will receive a letter from the College of Education, Literacy Studies 
Program indicating your advisor and contact information 

 
 

http://www.unr.edu/education
http://www.ss.unr.edu/apply/
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Application Timeline  

 
SPRING  

 
Spring term application materials due October 1 

 
Students notified of acceptance  November 1  

 
FALL  

 
Fall/Summer term app lication materials due March 1   

 
 

Students notified of acceptance  April 1  
 

 
 
 
Please note that student applications are revi ewed twice a year regardless 
of when they are submitted. Once you receive you acceptance letter you 
should prepare to register prio r to the semester you wish to begin in order 
to ensure that you can get into courses.  
 
 
 

If you wish to take some course work while awaiting admission to the graduate program, you 
×ÉÌÌ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á Ȱ'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌȱ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȢ 
Graduate Special standing allows you to take up to nine graduate credit hours that may apply 
to your online master's program. Taking courses prior to admission does not guarantee 
admission to the program. Be sure to consult with the Literacy Studies advisor before taking 
any courses. Please note that a maximum of 9 credits may be transferred into a master's 
degree program from another university or from prior to full admission to the Literacy 
Studies program. 
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Application  Procedures for the Onl ine Master's (M.Ed.)  
 
Read program materials carefully. If you have questions about the courses or the academic content, 
contact Dr. Julie Pennington (juliep@unr.edu; 775-682-7871). Questions about enrolling in courses or 
the online environment can be directed to Independent Learning (775-784-4652; istudy@unr.edu). 

 
Regular Admission Requirements for Master's (M.Ed.) 

 
Admission to the mastersõ programs requires a minimum grade point average (GPA).  
 
GPA above 2.75 overall or 3.0 for the last half of the undergraduate program 

(M.Ed. applicants with a GPA above 2.75 overall or 3.0 for the last half of the undergraduate program are not 
required to take the GRE.) 

 
Information about the GRE can be obtained from the Student Advisement Center in 
the College of Education or from Sylvan Learning Center. You will need to request that 
scores be sent to the Graduate School.  

 
 

(1)  Graduate School Application  
Apply for admission to the Graduate School. This application is submitted on-line at 
http://www.ss.unr.edu/apply/  Ȣ !ÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȢ 
Transcripts from ALL previous college and university work must be sent directly from each institution 
that you have attended to the Graduate School. Hand-carried transcripts, even with official seals, will 
not be accepted. If you wish to take some course work while awaiting approval for admission to the 
graduate program, you ×ÉÌÌ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á Ȱ'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌȱ 
student. Graduate Special standing allows you to take up to nine graduate credit hours that may apply 
to your master's program.  
 

(2)  Literacy Studies Program Application  
Apply for admission to the Literacy Studies Program.   
_ Application form (attached)  
_ The signed dispositions statement for the degree sought (attached to this manual) 
_ Confidential letters of recommendation from two persons who can comment on your 

professional qualifications and/or ability to be successful in graduate work.  
_ A brief (1-2 page) resume, and 
_ A brief (1-3 page) typed essay describing your educational philosophy and purpose for 

pursuing the degree.   
 

Physical address for sending materials: 
 

-ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ 0ÒÏÇram in Literacy Studies 
College of Education /0299  
University of Nevada, Reno 
Reno, Nevada 89557-0299 
Fax:  (775) 784-4384 
 

mailto:juliep@unr.edu
mailto:istudy@unr.edu
http://www.ss.unr.edu/apply/
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COURSEWORK PHASE 
 

Graduate Student Responsibilities  
Each student is responsible to be aware of all university and graduate school, and graduate program 
requirements including deadlines, dates for registration, change of registration, fee payment, filing of 
programs of study, changes in program of study, and application for graduation. Each student is 
responsible for the maintenance of a campus environment that is conducive to intellectual curiosity, 
civility and diversity. Each student is responsible for informing the university of changes in address, 
phone number, enrollment changes which might affect financial aid or assistantship awards, and/or 
any other circumstances which could affect satisfactory progress towards a degree. Each student is 
responsible for attending class and completing all assignments in accordance with the expectations 
established by their instructors and programs of study (UNR general catalog -Student Expectations).    
 

Continuous Enrollment and Residency Requirement  
You are allowed to take up to six (6) years to complete the degree requirements. Once you are 
admitted to a graduate program, you must be continuously enrolled in a minimum of 3 graduate 
credits during both fall and spring semesters, not summer, or apply for a leave of absence. Forms for 
such a leave may be obtained on-line from the Graduate School site. 
 
Grades: All course work for an advanced deÇÒÅÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÒÁÄÅ ÏÆ Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
ÍÅÁÎÓ Á ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á Ȱ# ÍÉÎÕÓȱ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÙ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ )Æ ÔÈÅ 
course is required you will have to re-take the course.  
 

Registering for Courses  
The online courses are offered through Independent Learning. In order to be sure you understand 
their requirements and procedures, you must call their office each semester in order to receive the 
ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ȰÃÁÌÌ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȱ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ  0ÈÏÎÅȡ χχυ-784-4 
 

Masters’ Committee  
!ÌÌ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÒÍ ÁÎ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ %ØÁÍÉÎÉÎÇȾ!ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 
faculty members composed of:  (1) Advisor, (2) one literacy faculty member, and (3) one faculty 
member outside the Literacy Studies Program.  
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Program of  Study (POS) 
After completion of 12 graduate credits, you will complete a POS form listing all of the courses that you 
will take. You are responsible for initiating, completing, and filing this paperwork with your advisor, 
the graduate school, and the department. Faculty and staff of the Literacy Studies Program will 
facilitate the completion of the Program of Study for students in the online program. The POS must 
include 15 credits of 700-level coursework. With the approval of your advisor, some courses selected 
for the program of study may be changed as you progress through your program. If changes occur, a 
"Change of Program" form must be filed with the Graduate School prior to applying for graduation.  
 

COURSE WORK REQUIREMENTS 
ONLINE MASTERS PROGRAM (40 credits)  

Multiple Literacies: Critical Perspectives in Education 
 
Core Courses: (12 credits)  
EDUC  770  Masters Seminar in EDS (Recommended as the first course)  
EDUC  680  Multicultural Concerns in Education 
CEP  705  Human Growth and Development (Elective Outside Department (3 credits)) 
EDRS 700  Research Applications in Education 
 
Multiple Literacies Concentration (15 credits)  
EDRL  600  Foundations of Literacy 
EDUC  741a  Advanced Seminar in Literacy: Multiple Literacies  
EDUC  741e  Issues In Teaching in Diverse Educational Settings:  Emerging Issues: Numeracy 
EDUC  746  Literacy for Developing Civic Understanding 
EDUC  771H  Research in Literacy Education: Critical Literacy 
 
Electives: Multiple Literacies & Diversity   (12 credits)  
EDRL  642  Literacy Instruction I  
EDRL  643  Literacy Instruction II  
EDRL  607  Book Selection for Children 
EDRL  610  Word Study: Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary 
EDRL  612  Teaching Reading to Older Students 
EDUC    741  Issues in Teaching in Diverse Educational Settings (a) Multicultural Education (b) 

Emerging Issues 
EDS  747  Critical Numeracy Across the Curriculum  
EDUC  761  Gender Issues in Education 
EDRL  700  Literacy Assessment  
EDRL  701  Field Work and Clinical Practice in Reading 
EDRL  778  Seminar in Teaching Writing  
EDRL  775  The Psychology of Literacy  
 
Comprehensive Exam (1 credit)  
Comprehensive Examination     (EDS 795 minimum of 1 credit)   
Students usually take EDS 795 with another course to complete the requirement that they take at least 
3 credits each semester; otherwise, if EDS 795 is taken singly, then you will need to enroll in 3 credits 
of EDS 795, except in the summer when only 1 credit is required (see attached guidelines for the 
examination). 
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Reading Specialist Endorsement Licensing Requirements  
According to the Nevada State Department of Education, to receive your endorsement as a reading 
Specialist, you must have: 
1. A master's degree 
2. Three years of verified teaching experience in state-approved schools 
3. A valid elementary or secondary teaching license 
4. A minimum of 16 graduate hours in courses in reading, including each of the following areas: 

A. Foundations of reading     (EDRL  600 ) 
B. Etiology and diagnosis of reading problems  (EDRL  700 ) 
C. Clinical practice in remediating reading problems  (EDRL  701 ) 
D. Research in reading      (EDUC  771H ) 

 
The application process can be found at the website for the Nevada State Department of Education. 

 
------------ 

 
Multiple Literacies:  Critical Perspectives in Education  

TENTATIVE Proposed Schedule of Classes1  
Advisor:  Dr. Julie Pennington (juliep@unr.edu ).  

 

Fall 2011  
 
EDUC 770 Masters Seminar 
 
EDRL 612 Teaching Reading 
to Older Students  
(Dianna Townsend) 
 
OR 
 
EDRL 643 Literacy 
Instruction II (Cynthia 
Brock) 

Spring 2012  
 
EDUC 771H Research in 
Literacy Education:  
Critical Literacy  
(Julie Pennington) 
 
 
 
EDS 795 Comprehensive 
Exam 
(Julie Pennington) 
 
 

Summer 2012  
 
Optional additional classes for NV 
Reading Specialist Endorsement 
(These can be substituted for 
electives earlier in the program): 
 
EDRL 700 Literacy Assessment 
(Donald Bear) 
 
EDRL 701 Field Work and 
Clinical Practice in Reading  
(Donald Bear) 
 

Fall 2012  
 
EDUC 770 Masters Seminar 
(Kathy Obenchain) 
 
 
EDRL 600 Foundations of 
Literacy  
(Julie Pennington) 
 

Spring 2013  
 
EDUC 680 Multicultural 
Concerns in Diverse  
Educational Settings 
(Eleni Oikonomidoy) 
 
EDRL 741a Advanced 
Seminar in Literacy: 
Multiple Literacies  
(Cynthia Brock) 

Summer 2013  
 
CEP 705 Human Growth and 
Development  
(Rhoda Cummings)  
 
EDRL 778 Seminar in Teaching 
Writing  
(Julie Pennington)  
 

                                                 
1If you are interested in earning a Nevada Reading Endorsement, please see the guidelines for this endorsement 
in the advisement manual for Literacy Studies posted on the University of Nevada, Reno College of Education 
website.      

mailto:juliep@unr.edu
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Fall 2013  
 
EDUC 770 Masters Seminar 
 
EDUC 751 Research 
Applications in Educational 
Specialties 
(Bob Ives & Cynthia Brock) 
 
EDS 747 Critical Numeracy 
Across the Curriculum  
(Lynda Wiest) 

Spring 2014  
 
EDUC 746 Literacy for 
Developing Civic Literacy  
(Kathy Obenchain & Julie 
Pennington)  
 
EDRL 610 Word Study:  
Phonics, Spelling, and 
Vocabulary  
(Donald Bear & Shane 
Templeton) 

Summer 2014  
 
EDUC 761 Gender Issues in 
Education  
(Lynda Wiest) 
 
OR  
 
EDUC 741a Issues in Teaching 
in Diverse Educational 
Settings:  Multicultural 
Education  
(Eleni Oikonomidoy)  

Fall 2014  
 
EDUC 770 Masters Seminar 
 
EDRL 612 Teaching Reading 
to Older Students  
(Dianna Townsend) 
 
OR 
 
EDRL 777 Advanced 
Seminar in Literacy: 
Children’s Literature 
(Diane Barone) 
 
OR  
EDRL 643 Literacy 
Instruction II (Cynthia 
Brock) 

Spring 2015  
 
EDUC 771H Research in 
Literacy Education:  
Critical Literacy  
(Julie Pennington) 
 
 
 
EDS 795 Comprehensive 
Exam 
(Julie Pennington) 
 
 

Summer 2015  
 
Optional additional classes for NV 
Reading Specialist Endorsement 
(These can be substituted for 
electives earlier in the program): 
 
EDRL 700 Literacy Assessment 
(Donald Bear) 
 
EDRL 701 Field Work and 
Clinical Practice in R eading 
(Donald Bear) 
 

                       

GRADUATION PHASE 

Applicat ion for Graduation (M.Ed. )  
Applications for graduation are filed on-line by strict graduate school due-dates established each 
semester. It is very important for you to know and adhere to this deadline and it is your responsibility 
to be aware of the time frame for graduation. The Graduate School requires that you must be enrolled 
in at least 3 graduate credits during the semester in which you intend to graduate or one credit in the 
summer for August graduation. It is your responsibility to file the appropriate paperwork in order to 
graduate within the published deadlines.  
 

M. Ed. Comprehensive Examination   
(EDS 795 minimum of 1 credit)   
M. Ed. students complete an online comprehensive exam at the end of their program. Your chair will 
help you prepare.  The examination will be prepared, administered, and scored by the advisory/ 
examining committee. The focus of this exam will be to assess your mastery of course content and 
general mastery of important elements of your program of study. Students usually take EDS 795 with 
another course to complete the requirement that they take at least 3 credits each semester; otherwise, 
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if EDS 795 is taken singly, then you will need to enroll in 3 credits of EDS 795, except in the summer 
when only 1 credit is required.  
 

Online Program: Literacy Studies  Checklist for Degree Completion  
Date 

completed  
Step in Process Forms and Sites 

 Complete course work 

 

Use the Change of Program of Study or 
Change of Committee forms for any 
deviations from the approved program of 
study form 

Change forms 
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/  

 
If you do not take 3 credits for a semester, 
complete the leave of absence form 

Leave of Absence Form 
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/   

 
Work with your advisor to determine your timeline for the Comprehensive Exam 
(Schedule the exam with Independent Learning) 

 
In your final semester, enroll in EDS 795 for a minimum on 1 credit (or 3 credits if it 
is your only course) 

 

Apply for graduation by the date established 
by the Graduate School in the academic 
calendar: 
http://www.ss.unr.edu/records/calen dar/   

Application for Graduation 
https://www.applyweb.com/public
/register?s=UNRGRADG  

 Complete Comprehensive Exam 
The Notice of Completion Form will 
be completed by your advisor  
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/   

http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
http://www.ss.unr.edu/records/calendar/
https://www.applyweb.com/public/register?s=UNRGRADG
https://www.applyweb.com/public/register?s=UNRGRADG
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/
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Online  Literacy Studies Master’s Degree 
Master of Education (M.Ed.) Application Form  

 
 
Please complete this form and return it to: 

College of Education/0299 
Attn: Literacy Studies Program 
University of Nevada, Reno 
Reno, NV 89557-0299    Fax: 775-784-4384 
 

Name:    

Address:  Home Phone  

  Work Phone:  

  E-mail:  
 
Ethnic Group (optional) 
 African American  Hispanic/Latino(a)   White/ non -Hispanic 
 Asian/Pacific Islander  Native American   
 
Please list all t eaching license(s)  currently held  
Please note that this program does not provide you with a teaching license: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check one: 
 
______ I intend to take ALL of the courses in the program in the online format 
 
______ I intend to take the MAJORITY (over half) of the courses in the program in the online format, 

but I plan to take some classes on-campus 
 
How did you find o ut about the online degrees?  
 
 
 
 
Semester/year that you will begin taking classes _________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  ____________________ 
Candidate Signature    Date 
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MASTER’S STUDENT PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIORS AND DISPOSITIONS 
(Complete and submit with application form)  

College of Education 
University of Nevada, Reno 

 

All professional educators are expected to adhere to a professional code of conduct.  Any educator 
pursuing graduate studies serves as a model for others. The faculty of the College of Education at the 
University of Nevada, Reno have adopted a set of professional behaviors or dispositions that are 
ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇȟ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ Æield 
experiences.  Failure to demonstrate one or more of the dispositions may lead to an individualized 
plan for improvement and, in extreme cases, could lead to removal from the program.  The list of 
dispositions is not exhaustive.  Depending on the situation, there could behaviors that do not appear 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÉÎ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÙȢ   

Reflective Practitioner  

Professional Ethics. 

The candidate adheres to standards of ethical conduct including academic honesty and 
confidentiality.   

Collaboration/Collegiality. 

The candidate works effectively with colleagues and contributes to a professional collegial 
atmosphere. 

Commitment to Teaching.   

The candidate values the profession of teaching. He or she exhibits a positive attitude toward 
schools, teaching, students, and parents. 

Emotional Maturity.   

The candidate responds to frustration and stress appropriately. 

Professional Demeanor & Responsibility. 

The candidate is prompt, is not unnecessarily absent, notifies appropriate individuals when 
absence is necessary, completes assignments on time, and follows through on commitments. 

The candidate is poised and professional in his or her demeanor. 

Professional Feedback. 

The candidate is receptive and responsive to professional feedback, incorporating suggestions 
into practice. 

Self-Reflection. 

The candidate reflects on and evaluates his or her own behavior and work.  He or she is willing 
to consider multiple perspectives of his or her own performance.  The candidate is willing and 
able to recognize own difficulties or deficiencies and begin to develop potential solutions. 

Multicultural and Democracy  

Student Focus.  

The candidate recognizes and respects students as valued and unique individuals. 

Commitment to Diversity. 
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The candidate values multiple aspects of diversity.  He or she respects children and adults of 
varied cultural and linguistic backgrounds, ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, social 
classes, abilities, political beliefs, and disabilities. 

Love of Learning & Strong Fund of Knowledge  

Initiative.  

The candidate is independent and goes beyond minimum expectations.    

Problem Solving. 

The candidate is an active and effective problem solver. 

Commitment to Learning. 

The candidate is curious and interested in learning more about students and content areas. 

The candidate seeks out and takes advantage of opportunities for professional growth beyond 
the minimum expectations of what is required in classes.   

The candidate recognizes and assumes increasing responsibility for directing and contributing 
to his/her own educational development.  

Research and Scholarship  

Ethical Researcher. 

The candidate understands and adheres to accepted practices regarding acknowledging and 
referenÃÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÓȟ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÔÁȢ 

The candidate understands and adheres to requirements for the protection of human subjects 
as set forth through the Institutional Review Board. 

The candidate recognizes, appreciates and applies the research literature for current practice. 

 
I have read the dispositions and professional behaviors above and I understand they describe a set of 
expectations for candidates enrolled in graduate programs in the College of Education at the 
University of Nevada, Reno.  I further understand that if I do not exhibit these behaviors based on the 
professional judgment of program faculty, I may be asked to leave the program.  
 
Candidate Signature ________________________________________Date:_______ 
 


