Introduction

During the final decade of the twentieth century, the global community wit-
nessed the remarkable growth and spread of nationalism and ethnic conflict.
In the first, inaugural issue of Mations and Nationalism, the journal of the As-
sociation for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism, published in 1995, the
editors, Anthony Smith et al. wrote:

The last few years have witnessed a widespread resurgence of nationalism and
proliferation of ethnic conflicts. The reemergence of ethnic nationalisms across
the globe has taken many people by surprise and forced them to reassess pre-
vailing assumptions and beliefs about the direction of historical development
and the motive forces of social change. In longer historical perspective, the lat-
est resurgence of nationalism is one of many since the French Revolution which
have propelled the nation into the forefront of world politics. Given the unsatis-
fied aspirations of ethnic communities in many parts of the world, it is unlikely
that the present wave of nationalisms will be the final one.!

Today, as we leave the twentieth century behind us, movements for na-
tional liberation and autonomy have become a worldwide phenomenon,
spreading to distant corners of the world—from the Middle East to southern
Africa, to Eastern and Western Europe, to North America, and to the former
Soviet Union.? The recent transformations in Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union, especially the Balkans and the Transcaucasian region, have
fueled the upsitrge in national rivalries and led to ethnic conflict and civi} war
that now stretches across the globe.?

This book examines the origins and development of nationalism and na-
tional movements in the twentieth century and provides an analysis of the na-
ture and dynamics of nationalism and ethnic conflict in a variety of national
settings. Examining the intricate relationship between class, state, and nation,
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this book attempts to develop a critical approach to the study of nationalism
and national movements within the broader context of class relations and
class struggles in the age of globalization.*

Originating in Europe in a period when the rising European bourgeoisie in
the eighteenth century found it necessary to establish nation-states to protect
their economic interests and thus consolidate their class rule. the phenomenon
of nation (and nationalism) became the political expression of rival capitalist
powers engaged in a iife-and-death struggle for world domination throughout
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries .’

In the twentieth century, nationalism and national movements emerged
across much of the world as raltying points in the context of the struggle
against European colonialism and imperialism.® National struggles against
foreign domination in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, for example, have
taken the form of anticolonial or anti-imperialist liberation struggles—as in
India and China in the 1940s, in Algeria and Cuba in the 1950s, and in much
of sub-Saharan Africa in the 1960s and 1970s.7 In these and other countries
and regions of the Third World subjected to external domination, the yearn-
ing for national independence and self-determination has taken the form of
political struggles to establish sovereign national states with jurisdiction over
a national territory based on self-rule,

During the past century, we have seen nationalist movements develop in a
variety of settings—in the Third World, in the advanced capitalist countries,
and under socialism—varying in accordance with different geographic, his-
torical, and cultural settings ® “Taking the century as a whole,” write Geoff
Eley and Ronald Grigor Suny, “nationalism has come in waves, crashing
across the rins of empires.”™

When the great multinational states of the nineteenth century fell apart, trans-
forming the landscapes of eastern Europe, central Asia, and the Near East after
1917, not only were new nation-states formed in their debris, but nationalism it-
self becarne an object of academic study in the interwar years, conducied under
the sign of a new validating norm, the self-determination of peoples, But this
generally positive valence of nationalism in the first postwar decade dissipated
rapidly before the rise of fascism, with its expansionist drives and attendant ex-
cess, its chauvinism and privileging of race, Something resembling the eupho-
ria of national self-determination in 1917-18 then accompanied the end of the
Second World War, as the European peoples cast off the Nazi occupation, while
another wave of interest in nationalism and nation-forming rose from the slow
collapse of the great European overseas empires in the decades after 1945.1¢

In the postwar period, Third World national liberation movements ap-
peared in several forms: secular political struggies for a homeland (as in
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Palestine); struggles for regional and cultural autonomy and self-rule across
several states (as in Kurdistan); struggles to end racism and national oppres-
sion {as in apartheid South Africa); and ethnoreligious conflict in a multina-
tional setting (as in India)."" A multitude of national, political, cultural, and re-
ligious conflicts in the context of larger regional military confrontations have
surfaced even in generally tolerant secular states, such as Lebanon, where the
resurgence of national, ethnic, and fundamentalist religious movements have
led to social strife and civil war

In the advanced capitalist countries, movements of previously colonized
peoples and territories (such as Puerto Rico) and of oppressed groups and na-
tionalities (as in Northern Ireland, the Basque Country, and Quebec) have
emerged and developed during this century, especially during the past several
decades. In this setting, the struggles of minority ethnic groups have tended
to focus on limited autonomy and self-rule that recognizes ethnic, cultural,
linguistic, and historic rights and freedoms within the context of a federated
state with minimal political control over the affairs of the minority ethnic
population by dominant groups in society.'?

In the socialist countries, espectally in the former Soviet Union, national-
ist movements have sprung up in the Baltic, Transcaucasian, and Central
Asian republics, as they have in Eastern Europe, particularly in the former
Yugoslavia, where a civil war between the Serbs, the Croats, and the Bosni-
ans has torn apart that country.!? Here, the newly emergent nationalist forces
have challenged communist rule and installed in its place a series of market-
oriented bourgeois states tied to global capitalism.'*

This book consists of three parts made up of seven chapters. In part 1,
chapters 1 and 2, I examine mainstream and Marxist theories of nationalism
and ethnic conflict. I show that while conventional social theorists have fo-
cused on subjective factors, such as culture, ideology, religion, and other su-
perstructural phenomena in examining the origins and development of na-
tions and nationalism, Marxist theorists have adopted a wmaterialist
conception of history based on an analysis of the class nature of the state, na-
tion, and nationalism in explaining the nature and transformation of super-
structural phenomena that are socially defined. In contrast to mainstream,
bourgeois-idealist formulations of nation and nationalism, which are viewed
by conventional social theorists as an expression of free will defined in ac-
cordance with bourgeois subjectivist notions of social behavior, T show that
Marxist theory, grounded in the materialist dialectic that is historically situ-
ated and guided by the logic of social relations formed by underlying class
relations and class struggles, is better able to explain the structure and dy-
namics of society and social change, including such phenomena as nation
and nationalism, and their relationship to class and state. Thus, providing a
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critical approach to the study of nationalism and ethnic conflict, [ draw the
reader’s attention to the analysis provided by Marxist theory as a viable al-
ternative to conventional modes of theorizing on class, state, nation, and na-
tionalism.

In part II, chapters 3,4, and 5, [ examine the political context of national-
ism and national movements in various national settings. Chapter 3 provides
a comparative analysis of nationatism and ethnic conflict on a world scale, fo-
cusing on a variety of national movements engaged in struggles for national
self-determination throughout the world. Chapter 4 examines the resurgence
of nationalism in the Third World, focusing on the Palestinian and Kurdish
national movements as case studies of nationalism and ethnic conflict within
the context of the recent rise of Islamic fundamentalism in the Middle East.
Chapter 5 looks at the rise of right-wing ultranationalist movements in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries at century’s end—a development that occurred in
reaction to growing racial and ethnic tensions that are a consequence of eco-
nomic decline and decay resulting from the globalization of capital. Here I
address the apparent paradox of the resurgence of nationalism and ethnona-
tional conflict in the age of globalization—a process that ts a direct outcome
of giobalization itself.

Tn part 111, chapters 6 and 7, I address the crucial relationship between
class, state, and nation-—the pillars of nationalism and ethnic conflict—and
provide an analysis of the social forces that serve as agents of nationalism and
class struggle. In this section of the book I argue that nationalism and national
movements cannot be fully understood unless the class basis of politics and
the class forces behind political ideologies and mass movements are clearly
revealed. In this context, I show that the state comes to play a central role in
confronting various class forces and facilitates the class project of one or an-
other of the contending classes vying for power to advance their particular
class interests. A reactionary hold on power or a revolutionary transformation
of existing social, economic, and political conditions thus becomes the mo-
tive force of sociopoiitical relations as manifested through varied forms of
class struggle that ultimately resolves the question of state power. This trian-
gular relationship between class, state, and nation, which is organically linked
to the forces of nationalism, ethnic conflict, and class struggle, explains well
the dynamics of power wielded to shape and reshape society and its course of
development.

The book concludes by drawing upon the theoretical and political implica-
tions of social relations that are often in conflict with various dimensions of
social life. This book makes a strong case in favor of an analysis that brings
into focus the dynamics of class, state, and nation to explain the class nature
of nationalism and ethnic conflict in the age of globalization.
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