FLL 703 Textbook Evaluation Form


TITLE:  ________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR(S):  ___________________________________________________________

DATE / EDITION:  ____________________     PUBLISHER:  ____________________

Please place a check (√) next to all components available in this textbook package.  Place an X next to those components you feel are essential to your FL program, even if those components are not included with this textbook package. (You will need to go online.)
_____
Teacher’s edition of TB


_____
Instructor’s resource manual

_____
Student workbook



_____
Student lab manual

_____
Student audio CD(s)



_____
Interactive CD-Rom

_____
Video cassette(s)



_____
Instructor’s video guide

_____
Test bank




_____
Transparency set

_____
Web site: ___________________

_____
Other (please specify)

For each of the statements on the following pages, please assign a numerical score.  Please use the space below each item to include comments, if you wish.  At the end of the evaluation, you will also be required to provide short answers for three additional questions.  Space is provided for a total score for each of the 7 categories, as well as a total score for the textbook as a whole.

SCORING:
4 = excellent

1 = poor


3 = good

0 = unacceptable / non-existent

2 = adequate


A.
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS


_____
1.  The textbook is clearly laid out.

_____
2.  Both teacher and students can easily find things using the index or table of contents.
_____
3.  Lessons / chapters are of appropriate length and number.

_____
4.  Page layout is clear – there is neither too much information per page, nor too many items per page.

_____
5.  Maps are clear and accurate.

_____
6.  Appendices are accurate and easy to use.
_____
7.  The book is attractive.

_____
8.  The size of the book is appropriate.

_____
9.  The book appears durable.

_____
TOTAL for PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Comments: 
B.
THEORETICAL ORIENTATION

_____
1.  The textbook integrates the Communicative Method.

_____
2.  The textbook has clearly stated goals for proficiency.

_____
3.  The textbook provides a clear explanation of its theoretical / methodological orientation (i.e. Natural Approach, Communicative Language Learning, etc.)
_____
4.  The content of the textbook is consistent with the stated theoretical / methodological objectives.

_____
TOTAL for THEORETICAL ORIENTATION

Comments: 

C.
AUDIENCE

_____
1.  The content of the textbook is age appropriate.

_____
2.  The content and layout of the textbook will appeal to students.

_____  3.  Topics would appeal to students in high school / college / etc. (i.e. students can identify with characters, readings, culture, etc.).

_____
4.  The text would be enjoyable for students and teachers to use.

_____
TOTAL for AUDIENCE

Comments: 

D.
FOUR SKILLS

_____
1.  Activities in the textbook are balanced among the four skills.

_____
2.  An adequate number of skill-building activities is provided.

_____
3.  Each of the four skills is treated in every chapter.

_____
4.  There is a logical / gradual development of the four skills throughout the textbook.

_____
5.  Skill-building activities are process-oriented (i.e. activities are accompanied by preview and follow-up activities).

____
6.  Strategies for building skills in speaking, reading, writing and listening are included in the text.

_____
TOTAL for FOUR SKILLS

Comments: 

E.
STRUCTURES
_____
1.  The amount of grammar taught in each chapter / lesson is reasonable.

_____
2.  The sequencing of grammar is logical.

_____
3.  The sequencing of grammar provides for recycling / review.

_____
4.  Grammatical structures presented in text are accurate.
_____
5.  Examples of grammatical structures are contextualized.

_____
6.  Explanations of grammatical structures are clear.

_____
7.  Varied, sequenced practice (mechanical, meaningful, communicative) is provided.

_____
TOTAL for STRUCTURES
Comments: 

F.
VOCABULARY
_____
1.  Vocabulary reflects frequency / usefulness and is not dated.

_____
2.  A variety of culturally specific words is presented (i.e. formal vs. informal, words used in different TL speaking cultures, etc.).

_____
3.  Vocabulary is presented in reasonable amounts per lesson / chapter

_____
4.  Presentation of vocabulary is contextualized.

_____
5.  The sequencing of vocabulary is logical.

_____
6.  The sequencing of vocabulary provides for recycling / review.

_____
7.  There is a good fit between the structures and vocabulary presented in each lesson / chapter.
_____
8.  Varied, sequenced practice (mechanical, meaningful, communicative) is provided.

_____
TOTAL for VOCABULARY
Comments: 

G.
CULTURE

_____
1.  All cultures / countries of the TL speaking world are represented.

_____
2.  Both “big C” and “little c” culture are represented.

_____
3.  Culture is integrated into a variety of activities.

_____
4.  Culture is integrated into lesson / chapter themes.

_____
5.  Up-do-date realia, maps, illustrations and texts are provided.

_____
TOTAL for CULTURE

Comments: 

_____ / 172 points = TOTAL SCORE

My overall impression of this textbook is…

The major STRENGTHS of this textbook are…

The major WEAKNESSES of this textbook are…
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