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Chapter 1 – Intro to Language

CHAPTER ONE: INTRO TO LANGUAGE
Linguistic Knowledge:

Most everyone knows a language (spoken or sign).  However, some speakers can produce a sentence having two relative clauses without knowing what a relative clause is. (p. 4 example) A lot of people unconsciously know the rules of language. 
a. Knowledge of the Sound System: Knowing the inventory of sounds for a particular language.  However, the knowledge of the sound system also includes knowing which sounds may start a word, end a word, and follow each other.  (Chapters 6 & 7)
b. Knowledge of Words: Knowing a language is also to know that certain sound sequences signify certain concepts or meanings.  
Arbitrariness in Language: If you do not know a language, the words (and sentences) will be mainly incomprehensible because the relationship between speech sounds and the meanings they represent are arbitrary. (p. 6)
This is an arbitrary relationship between Form (sounds) and Meaning (concept).
Sound Symbolism: this is where the words whose pronunciation suggests the meaning. These are onomatopoeic words 
(examples: http://www.georgetown.edu/cball/animals/)
c. Creativity of Linguistic Knowledge: Termed by Noam Chomsky.  We all create new sentences when we speak…and we understand new sentences that others create. (p. 10)
d. Knowledge of Sentences and Nonsentences (p. 11)
Complete #2 p. 30
Linguistic Knowledge & Performance:
a. Linguistic competence is what you know about your language.  For the most part this linguistic knowledge is not conscious knowledge.  It is learned subconsciously with no awareness that rules are being learned.
b. linguistic performance is how you use this knowledge in actual speech production and comprehension


cartoon p. 13  Tarzan

Grammar represents our linguistic competence.  In order to understand the nature of language, we must understand the nature of grammar, and in particular, the internalized, unconscious set of rules that is part of every grammar of every language. 
a. Descriptive Grammar is the linguist’s description of a true model of the speakers’ linguistic capacity.  It does not tell you how you should speak.  It describes your basic linguistic knowledge.
e.g. Every sentence has a noun phrase subject and a verb phrase predicate”.



If we say a sentence is grammatical, we mean that it conforms to that rule.


If it is ungrammatical, the sentence deviates in some way from those rules.

b. Prescriptive Grammar came about when “purists” wanted to prescribe rather than describe the rules of grammar.  However, prescriptivists are bound to fail. Language is vigorous, dynamic, and constantly changing.  
c. Teaching Grammar is used to learn another language or dialect.  They state explicitly the rules of the language, list the words and their pronunciations, and aid in learning a new language or dialect.  Lexicon, sounds, and grammar rules are presented. 
Language Universals

a. Grammar includes: Phonology, semantics, morphology, syntax, lexicon.
b. Universal Grammar (UG) are those laws representing the universal properties of all languages.  The linguist attempts to find out the “laws” of a language, and the laws that pertain to all languages.  Linguistic theory.
c. Development of Grammar Linguistic theory is not only concerned with describing the knowledge that an adult speaker has of his or her language, but also with explaining how that knowledge is acquired.


First language acquisition: A child can acquire any language he is exposed to with comparable ease, and they follow pretty much the same pattern (one word, simple sentences w/o auxiliary verbs, simple sentences etc.  Within a few short years, without the benefit of explicit guidance and regardless of personal circumstances, the child masters the complex grammatical structures of the language.  How do they do that?  Chomsky proposed that this is possible because of an innate “blueprint” for language to be learned as quickly and effortlessly as possible.  These laws of the language are part of our biological endowment. Linguistic theory aims to uncover those principles.
Animal “Languages” Humans use speech sounds to express meanings, however sign language does not use speech sounds and deaf people still communicate.  Therefore, the use of speech sounds is therefore not a basic part of what we have been calling language. 
When animals vocally imitate human utterances, it does not mean they possess language.  Language is a system that relates sounds or gestures to MEANINGS.  When parrots “talk” (i.e. reproduce words and phrases), their utterances carry not meaning.  Nor can a parrot form an unlimited set of utterances from a finite set of units, nor understand utterances never heard before.

p. 24 & 25 cartoons

complete exercises 4b, 6, 9 p. 31-32
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