Starting APRS+SA
Download Program http://www.tapr.org/~kh2z/aprsplus/Download.htm
Install
Open the program

Select Main from the Setup menu at the top of the window option

Enter Callsign and Lat>, Long> information (unless GPS is connected, You should allow Lat> & Long> to auto acquire first)
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Setup TNC. If you know what Com port your radio is plugged into then set the port.
If not.  Go to control panel and select the System icon (picture next page)
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Select the Hardware tab, and select device manager.
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Once in the device manager, scroll down until you see Ports(COM & LPT).  Expand the Ports option by clicking the [image: image5.png]


.  In this example my Radio (TNC) is connected through a USB-to-Serial  adaptor on  COM4
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Once you know the COM number go back and finish setting up your TNC.  Select the Port which corresponds to the Port found in the Device Manager. The Baud should be 9600 and Mode should be standard.

If you are using a GPS with your setup perform the same steps to find the COM for your GPS.  You will have to look at you GPS to determine which format it is outputting its information.  (Most Garmins are set to use Garmin format as default.  This should be changed to NMEA for radio compatibility.)  Also you will need to look at how fast your GPS communicates (normally 4800).  When your GPS is hooked up right your Lat> & Long> should display your position (it’s always a good idea to double check your position now to make sure all locations match up).
Configure the filters and rates to suit your needs.  You will figure this out throughout the day when your radio beaconing every 15 sec starts to get irritating.

Whatever you have in your APRS+SA setup will override your radio preferences.  For example if your radio is not setup as a relay but the Alias field is filled in as a relay.  Your radio will now rebroadcast anyone else’s transmission that is set to use a radio.  So it’s a good idea to match these settings to your radios and to set the TNC Configuration to INITTHD7.TNC (for a Kenwood TM-D700)
Even though you don’t have the GPS hooked up to your radio the radio should be configured to use an NMEA radio if you want to becon your position to every one else on the chase team.

Once you have finished the setup.  Proceed back to the to the main APRS+SA window.  Select the Track tab.
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Make sure that whoever you want is in the Stationary or Moving lists (this is automatically changed according status of the callsign. ex. if KD7ZSA started moving it would go to the moving column).  If they aren’t something is wrong.  Check to see if they are transmitting with a radio not hooked up to APRS+SA first.  If they are and you are getting information then APRS+SA is setup wrong.

Some trouble shooting methods are:
· Make sure your radio is in TNC PKT mode, not TNC APRS mode.

· Go to the TNC tab, if you have lots of ? then APRS+SA can’t communicate with the radio and you need to change the TNC configuration on the 

setup->main->TNC Configuration.

Continued on next page>

Once that works you’ll want to open up Street Atlas if you have it.  To do this go to the 
Program tab in the Setup window.
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There are two things that are important here.  Select the Version of Street Atlas that you have ( I have ver. 6).  Also the Track option is here this is something you may want to change.  As is it will track only new positions from a callsign, meaning if the callsign ever stops moving you won’t get an updated time stamp.  The unique data option will track a callsign no matter what.

Once that is setup select the Commands menu and select the Start Street Atlas option. Or hit ctrl+shift+A.
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This should bring up a map of your area.  All tracked people should be on the map and will update.  You can change the way the map displays people by going to the Commands menu and selecting Map Options.

The next step is to start logging TNC data.  Select the File menu and click on Start Logging TNC data.  This will keep all logged data for you so that you can review it later.  At this time you might also like to put your balloons information in the history tab.  This you can only watch one history at a time and history will only display the information as far back as when you added the callsign to the history.  This helps to determine how fast the balloon is ascending and traveling.
http://www.qsl.net/ve5dgd/aprs/html/Site_Welcome.html
